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Introduction
This document contains information on the Valid Provision Criteria used to assess the eligibility of learning provision for Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) purposes.  It has been produced to support providers to determine if learning provision meets the criteria and is therefore in scope for EMA.  This document should be read in conjunction with the EMA Provider Guidance 2010-11.
This document is of interest to post-16 Learning Providers, Local Authorities, Connexions staff and other institutions involved in 16-19 provision.

Ian Pursglove

Head of Young People’s Learner Support Policy

July 2010

Background and overview

In June 2009 the Secretary of State approved the Young People’s Learning Agency (YPLA), formerly the Learning & Skills Council, to adopt the EMA Valid Provision Criteria for all new provision attracting EMA.
The criteria are intended to allow EMA to be paid to a wider range of learners, including courses designed to reach out and help those who are not in education, employment or training (NEET), therefore ensuring more learners are financially supported in their learning and to provide greater quality assurance of provision attracting EMA.
EMA Valid Provision Criteria

In order for a learning programme to be considered valid for the purposes of EMA, it must meet the following criteria:
· the provision is inspected by a public body that assures quality (e.g. Ofsted, Independent Schools Inspectorate); 
and

· the programme of study is not less than 12 guided learning hours a week for a minimum of ten weeks; 
and is either

I. funded or co-financed by the YPLA; or

II. leads to a qualification (up to level 3) that is accredited by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority pursuant to Section 24 of the Education Act 1997 (b); or

III. leads to a qualification (up to level 3) that is approved by the Secretary of State pursuant to Section 98 (this includes Section 96/97) of the Learning and Skills Act 2000 (c).
Valid learning programme

A valid learning programme for the purposes of EMA is:

· A full-time further education (FE) course at a school or college, up to and including Level 3; or

· Up until 6 April 2011, a course leading to an Apprenticeship (formerly known as a Programme Led Apprenticeship (PLA)); or

· A Foundation Learning programme (FL).

Programme types available on the Learner Assessment and Payment System (LAPS)

The LAPS system operates three EMA programme types.

· EMA Programme Led Apprenticeship (PLA) - only YPLA Employer Responsive funded courses leading to an Apprenticeship (PLA) can access this model.

· EMA Further Education (FE) - for courses that follow the standard Academic Year.

· EMA Short Course FE - for courses that do not follow the standard academic year and are not YPLA Employer Responsive funded.  An example would be an ESF funded course that is more than 10 weeks in duration but will be substantially shorter than an academic year.

Application Process for New Providers

Access to LAPS is only granted for providers who are receiving funding directly from the YPLA.  Where a provider is working in partnership with a number of learning providers, for example as part of a consortium arrangement, or with a college as a sub-contractor then it is for the lead provider to apply to administer EMA on behalf of its partners.

· All providers requesting approval to have access to LAPS should fully complete the ‘Proforma to request a link to LAPS’ confirming that all requirements of the EMA Valid Provision Criteria have been met and email the form direct to lapsaccessrequests@ypla.gov.uk.
· A copy of the proforma can be found on our website at http://ema.ypla.gov.uk/resources/
· Where a non YPLA funded/co-financed provider (including learning programmes that are funded by a Local Authority) is seeking to administer EMA, the provider must include details of the qualifications to provide confirmation it meets the criteria at b) or c).   
· In order to check that the qualifications meet the criteria at b) or c) the following links may be helpful:

· You can verify QCA accredited courses at:

· http://www.ndaq.org.uk/AdvancedQualificationSearch.aspx
· Section 96 at:

· http://www.dfes.gov.uk/section96/search/search.cfm
· And section 97 here:

· http://www.dfes.gov.uk/section97/search/search.cfm
· All applications received will be assessed and verified by the YPLA and if approved will be submitted to the Learner Support Service (LSS).

· Providers that do not meet the requirements of the EMA Valid Provision Criteria will receive notification by email.

· The LSS will contact those providers that have been approved to set up the designated users on LAPS.

Support

If you require further help and support regarding the EMA scheme, please read the EMA Guidance 2010/11. 

Young People’s Learning Agency

4th Floor, The Straddle

Victoria Quays

Wharf Street

Sheffield S2 5SY

0845 337 2000

ypla.gov.uk
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