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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 This paper sets out some key facts and figures about young people today.  In

doing so it illustrates that young people are an extremely diverse group experiencing a range of different family, economic, social and cultural circumstances.  The paper also highlights the wide range of issues facing young people and the variety of activities that they are involved in.  Although a minority of young people are engaged in risky, problem behaviours it is clear that young people also take part in a range of pro-social activities and make a positive contribution to society.   
1.2 
Wherever possible the evidence below relates to teenagers (13-19) in England.   However, operating within the constraints of existing data sources, it is not always possible to present findings for this specific age group or for young people in England (as opposed to Britain or the UK).  Nevertheless, it should be possible to build a picture of what life is like for young people today.   Where data are available the paper seeks to place the findings for England/UK in an international context and to look at trends over time.  
1.3
The rest of the paper proceeds as follows.  Section 2 presents some background information on the demographic characteristics and family circumstances of young people.  Section 3 briefly considers some of the main indicators of educational performance including Key Stage 4 attainment, school attendance, and activities post 16. Section 4 looks at wider health and wellbeing including: self reported well being/overall life satisfaction, substance misuse, teenage pregnancy, youth crime, mental health, and bullying. Section 5 looks at young people’s engagement in pro-social activities including out of school activities, volunteering and other forms of civic engagement.  Finally, Section 6 looks at how young people are perceived in society. 
2.0 Demographic and family circumstances 
2.1 
In 2010 there were 4.5m 13 to 19 year olds in England, 2.3m boys and 2.2m girls. This age group make up almost one in 10 (9%) of the total population.
 
Table 1 Number of young people in England, 2009

	Age
	Boys (000s)
	Girls (000s)
	Total (000s)

	13
	313.8
	299.6
	613.4

	14
	311.9
	297.8
	609.7

	15
	316.5
	298.7
	615.2

	16
	325.6
	307.4
	633.0

	17
	332.8
	313.3
	646.0

	18
	347.6
	327.1
	674.7

	19
	360.0
	337.5
	697.4


Source: ONS Population estimates 
2.2 The number of young people in the population is falling.   The number of 13 to

19 year olds in England fell from 4.6m in 2005 to 4.5m in 2009 and is predicted to fall further, to 4.2m by 2015.
  This decline in the number of 13 to 19 year old is occurring whilst the overall population continues to increase (from 50.5m in 2005 to 52.2m in 2009, predicted to reach 54m in 2015). 

2.3 In 2009, one in seven 15-19 year olds in England was from a non-white ethnic

background.

Table 2 Number of 15-19 year olds in England by ethnic group, 2009
	Ethnic group 
	Number
	% of total

	White British 
	2.7m
	86%

	White Other
	100,000
	3%

	Mixed 
	101,000
	3%

	Asian 
	224,000
	7%

	Black 
	105,00
	3%

	Other
	44,000
	1%

	Total 
	3.3m
	100%


Source: ONS Population estimates by ethnic group mid-2009
2.4 The majority of young people (63%) identify with a religion whilst 37% say

they have no religion. 38% of young people are Christian and 11% are Muslim.
 

2.5 12% of pupils in state funded secondary schools have English as an

additional language.
 

2.6 21% of pupils in state funded secondary schools are classed as having

special educational needs, 2% with statements and 19% without.
 
2.7 16% of 11 to 15 year olds and 6% of 16 to 19 year olds in state funded

secondary schools are eligible for Free School Meals.
 

Family circumstances
2.8 
In 2010 63% of dependent children in the UK lived in a married couple household, 13% living in cohabiting households and 24% in single parent households.

2.9  
In the first wave of the UK household longitudinal study, 57% of 10 to 15 year

olds in the UK lived with both biological parents, 29% lived in single parent households, 13% lived in step-families and 2% lived with neither biological parent.
  
2.10 There were 24,900 looked after children in England aged 10 to 15 and 13,800

aged 16 and over as at 31 March 2010. 10 to 15 year olds accounted for 39% of all looked after children whilst young people 16+ accounted for a further 21%.

2.11 At age 18, 26% young people regularly provide unpaid care for either their
own child, another child (to whom they may or may not be related) or another person aged 15 or over. 6% provide unpaid care for an ill, disabled or elderly relative or friend aged 15 or over.
 
2.12
30% of children aged 10-15 and 30% of dependent children 16-19 live in poverty (defined as living in a household with an income less than 60% of contemporary median income, after housing costs). This compares with 31% of children 0-4 and 26% of children 5-10 who live in poverty. The proportion of 10-15 year olds has increased from 28% in 2006/07 whilst the proportion of 16-19 year olds living in poverty has increased from 27%.

3.0 Education 

Attendance and Behaviour at School

3.1
In 2009/10, 7% of half day sessions in state funded secondary schools were missed due to absence.  A small minority of secondary pupils (4%) are classed as persistent absentees.  Persistent absentees account for 16% of all absences, including 40% of all unauthorised absences (Chart 3.1).
  

3.2
Persistent absenteeism is more common among pupils eligible for FSM, 10% of whom were persistently absent 2009/10.  Persistent absenteeism increases with age; 7% of Year 11 pupils were persistent absentees, compared with 5% in Year 10 and 4% in Year 9.
 

3.3    
In 2008/09 there were 307,840 fixed term exclusions and 5,700 permanent

exclusions from state funded secondary schools.  9% of secondary pupils were subject to fixed-term exclusion and 0.2% were subject to a permanent exclusion.
 
3.4  
Across all age groups, exclusions are significantly more common among boys

than girls. Boys account for 75% of all fixed term exclusions and 78% of permanent exclusions.  Children who are eligible for FSM are almost thee times more likely to receive a fixed term or permanent exclusion than children not eligible for FSM.
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 Source: National Pupil Database
Attainment at 16
3.5
In the academic year 2009/10 55% of pupils in maintained secondary schools achieved 5+ GCSEs A*-C including English and Maths at the end of KS4, up from 51% in 2008/09.  76% achieved 5+ GCSEs A*-C in any subject, up from 70% in 2008/09 (Chart 3.2). Attainment remains lower among pupils eligible for FSM, 31% of who achieved 5+ GCSEs A*-C including English and Maths in 2009/10. 
 Attainment at the age of 16 is the best predicator of later participation and attainment.
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Participation post-16

3.6
Continuing to participate in education or training gives young people the chance to gain qualifications which can significantly increase their prospects of future employment and earnings – people with 2 or more A-Levels earn on average around 14% more than those without. Conversely, not being in education, employment or training at age 16-18 is associated with negative outcomes – by the age of 21, young people who were NEET were more likely than their peers to be unemployed, earn less, receive no training, have a criminal record and suffer from poor health or depression.
 

3.7
In 2010, 70.6% of 16 to 18 year olds in England were in full time education whilst a further 13.8% were in another form of training (a record total of 84.4% in education or training), 8.3% were in employment without training, leaving 7.3% not in education, employment or training (Chart 3.3).
   
3.8
The profile of young people’s participation varies significantly by age. At age 16, 97.1% of young people were in education or training, with just 2.3% NEET. The corresponding figures for 17 year olds were 89.9% in education or training with 6.8% NEET.  For 18 year olds the figures were 67.5% and 12.4% (Chart 3.4).
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3.9
These figures represent a snapshot of young people’s participation at one point in the year. Over time, many young people will spend a short period not in education, employment or training, often because they are moving between courses or options, but relatively few spend the long period NEET that is associated with a significant risk of later negative outcomes. In the two years following compulsory education, nearly a third of young people experience at least one period NEET, such as over the summer or between courses, but only one in twelve are NEET for 12 months or more.
 
3.10
The group of young people who are not participating is very diverse and recent research has identified three overall segments of the group. Around two fifths of these young people are generally open to learning – more of this group have achieved Level 2 and they are likely to return to education or training in the future. A further fifth of young people NEET are undecided, generally not facing significant personal problems but dissatisfied with the support and opportunities available. The final two fifths are sustained NEET – they are more likely to have had negative experiences at school, to have truanted and to have left school with few or no qualifications.

3.11
There is a strong link between young people NEET and other vulnerable groups. The most important factor in determining young people’s likelihood to become NEET is the level of qualification at age 16 – data from LSYPE showed that 37% of 17 year olds with no qualifications were NEET compared with 8% overall.  There are also links with vulnerable groups such as teenage parents – 11% of 16-18 year olds NEET are teenage mothers or pregnant young women. There is also a social class gradient with 14% of young people from routine manual households NEET at 17 compared with 3% of young people from professional and managerial households.
  
3.12
Britain has a relatively high proportion of young people not in education or work post compulsory education compared with other developed countries.  The UK ranked 28 out of 33 OECD countries in terms of the proportion of 15 to 19 year old men not in education or work in 2008.  At that point, 9% of UK men and 8.6% of UK women aged 15-19 were not in education or work, compared with OECD averages of 7.1% for men and 8.1% for women.
 

Attainment at Age 19
3.13     Rising participation rates have helped to increase the proportion of young people attaining qualifications by the age of 19. In 2010, 81.5% of 19 year olds were qualified to Level 2 and 54% were qualified to Level 3.   There remains an attainment gap between men and women (85% of women are qualified to Level 2 compared with 78% of men) and between those eligible for FSM in Year 11 and those not (81% of the latter are qualified to Level 2 or above compared with 61% of the former).
 

4.0 Health and wellbeing 

Subjective wellbeing 

4.1
A 2007 UNICEF report suggest that children in the UK have lower subjective wellbeing than their counterparts in other countries.  On the basis of a composite measure (encompassing self-rated health, enjoyment of school and life satisfaction) the UK ranks bottom out of the 20 OECD countries rated.
  However, looking at more recent data from the HBSC 2005/06 life satisfaction among 11 to 15 year olds in England appears broadly comparable to the international average (Chart 4.1).  The majority of young people report high life satisfaction (scoring themselves 6 or higher on a 10 point scale). Interestingly, life satisfaction among girls, but not boys, appears to decrease with age.
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4.2
The UK household longitudinal study (wave 1 2009-10) also contains questions on life satisfaction and again finds that 10-15 year olds in the UK generally have high levels of life satisfaction.  Rating their satisfaction on a 7 point scale, the mean rating is 5.9 with 70% of young people rating their satisfaction at 6 or 7.  Only 4% of young people rated their satisfaction 3 or lower.
 
4.3
Life satisfaction was higher among those who lived with both biological parents and declined the more children there were in the household.  There was no significant variation in satisfaction by gender or age.
 

4.4
According to the Tellus Survey the most common things that young people worry about are: school work and exams (51%), what to do after Year 11 (43%), friendships (31%), appearance (30%), and parents/family (29%).
 

4.5
The Tellus Survey also found that 85% of children said that they had at least someone they could talk to if they were worried, with only 3% saying they had no one they could talk to. 64% said they could talk to their parents, 66% said they could talk to their friends and 40% said they could speak to another adult.

Mental health 
4.6
A 2004 study found that one in 10 young people aged 11-16 has a clinically diagnosed mental disorder. Emotional disorders, notably anxiety disorders, are the most common problem among girls with 6% of girls aged 11-16 diagnosed as having an emotional disorder (compared with 4% of boys). Conduct disorders are the most common among problem boys with 8% of boys 11-16 diagnosed as having a conduct disorder (compared with 5% of girls).

4.7
11 to 16 year olds living in lone parent families are more likely to suffer from some form of mental disorder (19% compared with 9% in couple households) as were children from less affluent households (21% in households where household income was less than £100 compared with 6% in households with income above £770).
 
4.8
Half of those with lifetime mental health problems first experience symptoms by the age of 14, and three-quarters before their mid-20s.
 
4.9
Self-harming in young people is not uncommon; 10–13% of 15–16-year-olds have self-harmed.

Bullying
4.10
According to the 2009/10 British Crime Survey (BCS), 22 per cent of children aged 10 to 15 reported being bullied in a way that frightened or upset them in the last year. Younger children aged 10 to 12 (26%) were more likely to have experienced bullying than older children aged 13 to 15 (18%).

4.11
The majority of bullying took place at school with 90% of those being bullied saying that at least some bullying took place at school.  30% of those being bullied said they were bullied every day.
 
4.12
Six per cent of all children aged 10 to 15 reported being cyber-bullied (having been sent unwanted and nasty emails, texts or messages or having something nasty posted about them on a website) in the year prior to interview, that is, a quarter (27%) of children who had been bullied. 

4.13
Analysis of the Longitudinal Study of Young People in England (LSYPE) places the incidence of bullying somewhat higher than BCS.
  According to LSYPE 47% of 14 year olds, 41% of 15 year olds and 29% of 16 year olds had been bullied in the past year.
  

4.14
According to LSYPE, the most common form of bullying was name calling, experienced by 31% of 14 year olds. 20% of 14 year olds said that they had been subject to actual violence whilst 18% reported that they had been threatened with violence. 

4.15
Girls were more likely to experience bullying than boys. Being from a non-white ethnic backgrounds, having a disability or SEN, having been in care, or living in a single parent family were also risk factors for being a victim of bullying.
 
4.16
Bullying can have a negative effect on young people’s wellbeing.   Analysis of LSYPE to identify vulnerable groups found that there was a clear relationship between whether a young person reported at age 14/15 that they had been bullied in the previous twelve months and the likelihood of them being identified as vulnerable.   Victims of bullying had twice the odds of being included in the “emotional health concerns” group and the “risky behaviours” group and over one and a half times the odds of being included in the “substance misuse” group.
  
Teenage pregnancy 

4.17
In 2009, the provisional under-18 conception rate for England was 38.2 per 1,000 young women aged 15-17.  There were 35,966 conceptions to under 18s in 2009.  Half (49%) of conceptions to under 18s end in abortion.
  

4.18
The under 18 conception rate has fallen to the lowest level in 30 years and is down 18% since 1998 (Chart 4.2).  However, the rate of births to teenage mothers in England remains high compared with other countries; the UK ranks 33rd out of 39 OECD countries in terms of teenage fertility rates.
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4.19
Certain young women are more likely to become pregnant as teenagers than others.  Analysis of the Longitudinal Study of Young People in England (LSYPE) points to an association between attainment at Year 11 and instances of pregnancy by age 18. A third (33%) of those with between one and four GCSEs at grades D to G had been pregnant at least once, compared with 6% of those with eight or more GCSEs at grades A* to C.
  A survey of teenage mothers showed that disengagement from education often occurred prior to pregnancy, with less than half attending school regularly at the point of conception.  Dislike of school was also shown to have a strong independent effect on the risk of teenage pregnancy.

4.20
Other factors which appear to be associated with increased likelihood of pregnancy are being eligible for free school meals at age 16, having parents who are in more routine occupations and having parents who had lower educational attainment.
 Children of teenage parents are around twice as likely to become teenage parents themselves.
  Teenage conception rates continue to be higher, on average, in more deprived areas.  Among the 20% most deprived local authorities in England, the average under-18 conception rate 2007-09 was 56.3 conceptions per 1,000, compared with 28.4 per 1,000 in the 20% least deprived local authorities.
 However, nearly all LAs (138 out of 152) contain at least one ward amongst the 20% highest rate wards in the country.
  
Substance misuse 
Alcohol 

4.21
In 2009 around one in five (18%) of pupils aged 11 to 15 in reported drinking alcohol in the last week, down from 26% in 2001(Chart 4.3).

Chart 4.3 Drinking in the last week by young people 11 to 15 in England, 2001 to 2009
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4.22
The proportion of 11 to 15 year olds who reported that they drank alcohol at least once a week has decreased since 2001 (12% in 2009, compared with 20% in 2001).

4.23
Drinking alcohol in the last week was found to be associated with other risk-taking behaviours among young people: smoking, drug use, and truancy.
 Regular drinking by age 14 is associated with a penalty of three GCSE grades at 16.  
4.24
In 2007, 42% of men and 32% of women aged 16 to 24 drank to hazardous levels i.e. levels presenting a risk of psychological or physical harm.  Hazardous drinking was more prevalent among this age group than among adults generally (33% of men 16+ and 16% of women were hazardous drinkers). 

4.25
In 2009/10 the number of alcohol related hospital admissions in England was 3,700 for young people under 16 and 52,000 for 16 to 24 year olds.
 
4.26
The UK still has amongst the highest levels of underage drinking in Europe, particularly getting drunk and ‘binge’ behaviour. According to the ESPAD project into substance use among 15 and 16 year olds, in 2007 the UK ranked 3rd out of 35 countries in terms of the proportion of young people (33%) who reported being drunk in the last 30 days and ranked 7th in terms of the proportion (54%) who reported binge drinking i.e. consuming 5 or more drinks.

Drugs 

4.27
In 2009 15% of pupils aged 11 to 15 reported taking drugs in the last year. This proportion has fallen since 2001 when it was 20%. 4% of this age group said they usually took drugs once a month, a similar proportion to previous years (Chart 4.4).

4.28
Young people were most likely to have taken cannabis; 9% had done so in the past year.  The proportion of young people taking Class A drugs in the past year was 4%.

4.29
A third (33%) of 11 to 15 year olds had ever been offered drugs, down from 42% in 2001. Pupils were most likely to have been offered cannabis (21%) or volatile substances (14%).

4.30
14% of those who had ever truanted or been excluded said that they usually took drugs at least once a month compared with 1% of those had never truanted or been excluded.
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4.31
Figures from the 2009/10 British Crime Survey show that 20% of 16 to 24 year olds had taken illicit drugs in the past year and 12% in the past month (Chart 4.5).  The corresponding figures for those taking Class A drugs were 7% in the past year and 4% in the past month. Drug use among this age group is declining.
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4.32
According to ESPAD project into substance use among 15 and 16 year olds, cannabis use is more common among young people in the UK compared with many other countries.  In 2007, 29% of 15 and 16 year olds reported ever having tried cannabis compared with an average of 19% across 35 countries.  However, levels of other illicit drug use in the UK were not substantially different from in other countries.
 
Crime 
4.33
The number of 10-17 year olds entering the criminal justice system in 2010 in England and Wales (receiving their first warning, reprimand or conviction) was 48,606 (Chart 4.6).  This is down from 67,662 in 2009, a 28% decrease. Young men accounted for 34,245 of first time entrants, 70% of the total in 2010. The total number of recorded offences committed in 2010 by juvenile offenders (aged 10-17) was 129,483; this is down from 160,977 in 2009 (a 20% decrease).
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4.34
MoJ figures on conviction histories estimate that around 8% of men and 2% of women born in 1988 (and so turning 18 in 2006) had been convicted of a criminal offence before the age of 18.
  

4.35
According to the Longitudinal Study of Young People in England (LSYPE) 28% of 14 year olds have engaged in anti social behaviour (fighting, graffiti, shoplifting, vandalism) in the past 12 months, falling to 24% of 15 year olds and 21% of 16 year olds.  Fighting was the most common form of ASB and graffiti was the least common (Chart 4.7).
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4.36
Young men, those from single parent families, and those being bullied were more likely to engage in anti social behaviour.  Having negative attitudes towards school was also associated with higher incidence of anti social behaviour.
 
4.37
The British Crime Survey asks adults about the extent to which they view various types of anti-social behaviour as being a problem in their area. “Teenagers hanging around” has always been one of the behaviours most commonly rated as a problem, with 27% doing so in 2009/10. However, the proportion of adults identifying teenagers hanging around as being a problem has started to fall in recent years (Chart 4.8).
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4.38
Young people are also victims of crime.  The 2009 British Crime Survey asked 10 to 15 year olds about their experiences of crime.  Estimates of the proportion of this age group experiencing crime in 2009 range from 6% of the population (based on the proportion self-identifying as a victim of crime) to 24% (counting all incidents which would be classified as a crime under the law).  Excluding relatively minor incidents (for example fights between siblings) which are officially classed as crimes but which are not generally viewed as such, it is estimated that 14% of 10 to 15 year olds in England and Wales were victims of crime in 2009.  This compares with just 6% of adults who were victims of crime over the same period.
 
4.39
Whilst 27% of adults in 2009/10 viewed teenagers hanging around as a problem in their local area, an even higher proportion of 10 to 15 year olds (35%) perceived this as a problem.  Teenagers from non-white ethnic backgrounds (44%), with a long standing illness or disability (46%) or living in deprived areas (45%) were most likely to see teenagers hanging around as a problem.
 
5.0 Participation in society 
Out of school activities 
5.1
In 2009, 66% of young people had participated in an organised out-of-school activity in the last 4 weeks (a group activity led by an adult and/or had been to sports club or class; a youth centre or club to take part in organised activities; art, craft, dance, drama, film/video-making group; music group or lesson – outside school in the last 4 weeks).  Participation was more common among boys (71%) than girls (61%), among pupils not eligible for FSM (67% vs 60%) and among Black and White pupils (70% & 67%) compared with Asian pupils (58%).

5.2
The 2009/10 BCS asked young people whether they thought that there were enough activities for people their age in the local area.   Overall, 59% of this age group thought that there were.  However, the proportion was lower among those young people exhibiting problem behaviour such as truanting in the past 12 months (only 37% thought there were enough activities), having been suspended from school in the past 12 months (42%), or having felt drunk in the past 12 months (32%).

5.3
When asked what things would make their local area better, 42% mentioned better parks and play areas, 36% mentioned more activities for children and young people, and 32% mentioned better sports clubs.
 
TV/internet use 

5.4 
The 2009 Childwise monitor
 reports that 93% of 11 to 16 year olds have accessed the internet at home; just 2% have never accessed the internet.  The average time spent online per day among those using the internet was 1.9 hours.  In 2008: 50% of 11-16s had a profile on Bebo, 30% Facebook, 28% Windows Live and 21% Myspace.  The most popular website was You Tube.

5.5
In 2008 the average number of hours TV watched by 11-16s per day was 2.9.  Almost all 11-16s (96%) owned a mobile phone.
Volunteering and civic engagement 
5.6
Young people 16-19 generally have high levels of civic engagement.
  In particularly, rates of volunteering among 16 to 19 are above the average for the adult population as a whole. In 2009/10 50% of 16-19 year olds had engaged in formal volunteering in the past 12 months compared with 40% of all adults 16+ (Chart 5.1).  However, young people are less likely than adults generally to engage in civic participation (activities such as contacting an elected representative or taking part in a demonstration).
 
5.7
Levels of volunteering are higher among those from professional and managerial households, among Black and Asian young people compared with white people, and among students compared with those in employment.
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5.8
Volunteering is also relatively high among under 16s. 31% of Year 10 pupils give up their free time to volunteer with 16% helping out at school, 11% helping out in their local area, 11% helping out a charity and 7% helping out a local voluntary organisation.

5.9
Young people view community engagement as an important part of being a good citizen. 56% of 17-18 year olds agree that a good citizen takes an interest in community affairs.  A similar proportion agrees that a good citizen participates in activities in the community.

5.10
Over 19,000 young people currently volunteer as youth councillors and the UK Youth Parliament (England) has 600 young members/deputies elected.  
Attitudes towards society 
5.11
When asked for their views on living in Britain today, young people generally felt that it is easier for young people today to get on than it was for their parents. However, there was a sense that people were not always treated equally.  78% of 16/17 year olds agreed with the statement “it is easier now for people like me to get on and improve things for themselves than it was for my parents”.  Only 55% agreed with the statement “Britain today is a place where people are usually treated fairly no matter what background they come from“.
 

5.12
Young people in England have views and opinions that strongly support democratic values. There was particularly strong support for what could be described as the basic principles of a democratic society – that people should be able to express their opinions freely, that political rights should be respected and that there should be free elections.
  Findings from the International Civic and Citizenship Education Study, a survey of Year 9 pupils, show that: 97% agreed that “people should be able to express opinions freely” (60% strongly agree), 94% agreed that “political rights should be respected “(47% strongly agree), 94% agreed that “Leaders should be freely elected” (51% strongly agree).
5.13
Young people aged 16-19 are slightly less likely than average to agree that people from different backgrounds get on well together in their local area.  80% of 16-19 year olds agreed that this was the case compared with 85% of all adults.  16-19 year olds were also slightly less likely than average to feel part of their local neighbourhood (70% vs. 76%).  However, the younger age group was more likely to have mixed with people from a different religious or ethnic background in the past month; nearly all 16-19 year olds (93%) had done so, compared with 80% of all adults 16+.

6.0 Perceptions of young people 
6.1
 Although data suggests there are negative perceptions of teenagers, the position is not clear cut. The media tends to present a negative picture of young people whilst the views of adults and young people themselves are more nuanced.

6.2
A review of 17 broadsheet and local papers undertaken during the week 2-8 August 2004 and 1-7 August 2005 (consisting of a total of 603 and 684 youth related articles, respectively) showed that the majority of articles published were negative, although there had been a decline between the two years (71% in 2004 and 57% in 2005).

6.3
Young people themselves have concerns about the way they are perceived in the media and by the police. 78% of 16 and 17 year olds agree that the media usually make young people out to be worse than they really are. Over half (58%) agree that young people are often stopped by the police for no good reason.
 Similarly, according to an online survey of young people aged 11-25 years, 62% of young people feel the media does not portray young people as they really are. 76% feel that most attention is given to a minority of trouble makers rather than young people who are making positive contributions to society.

6.4
Despite the often negative portrayal of young people in the media, the majority of adults have a positive view of young people. On a scale from 0 to 10, where 0 was extremely negative and 10 was extremely positive, 73% of adults aged 50+ reported feeling positive towards young people (11% negative). The average score was 6.75. The majority (68%) of adults aged 50+ believe they could learn from the experiences of young people (29% disagree).

6.5
The British Social Attitudes Survey found that 57% of adults agree that young people (aged 10-19) are responsible and well behaved whilst only a quarter (25%) disagree. However, a sizeable majority (69%) think that the behaviour of young people is worse now than in the past and 41% think the behaviour of girls is now worse than that of boys.

6.6
Young people aged 11-25 are more likely to ‘agree’ that ‘older people have respect for young people’ than older adults aged 50+ (59% of young people compared to 53% of older adults).
  

6.7
Factors associated with holding more positive views of young people include: higher levels of contact with young people, higher levels of education, and living in a less deprived area. It is not necessarily older adults who hold the most negative views of young people. Findings from the Scottish Social Attitudes Survey show that those aged 16-24 are most likely to hold the least positive views of young people while those aged 65 and over held much more positive views. This may be because younger adults are the most likely to experience incidents of anti social behaviour.

6.8
There is often a mismatch between negative perceptions of young people and reality, especially as regards people’s perceptions of young people’s involvement in crime and anti-social behaviour.   Statistically only a small number of teenagers are involved in actual criminal-type behaviour.  However, typical youth behaviour such as hanging around in groups is often seen as anti-social behaviour even though it may be harmless.

6.9
3 in 10 adults report teenagers hanging around on streets as one of the most prevalent local features of antisocial behaviour
. The most common behaviours associated with this included: swearing, being loud noisy or rowdy, and drinking alcohol. Two thirds of people view young people as behaving with a lack of respect and consideration in public. This compares with 20% of people viewing minority ethnic groups, immigrants and less well-educated people lacking respect and consideration for others and at least 10% selecting rich people, old people and those who are unemployed.
 However, as an example, only 501 young people received ASBOs in England and Wales in 2009 (30% of the total number). 

6.11
Similarly, nearly 70% of the stories in the MORI review involving boys and violence described them as the perpetrator, while girls were described as the victim in 90% of cases. However, according to the British Crime Survey, boys (15% of 16-24 year olds) were twice as likely to be victims of violent crime than girls (7% of 16-24 year olds) over the past 12 months, challenging their portrayal in the media.

6.12
Perceptions do matter because if they generate low expectations, they can lead to low aspirations, low participation and consequently poor outcomes 

An online survey of 6,429 11 - 25 year olds, highlighted how negative adult perceptions and attitudes towards young people are in danger of undermining their ambitions and ability to achieve them - creating a negative self-fulfilling prophecy in the younger generation.
 Almost half (46%) of young people reported that the greatest barrier to them achieving their potential is a lack of self confidence.  In fact, young people care far more about having a stable, loving family and about gaining a sense of fulfilment through helping other people than adults often give them credit for. For example, 41% of young people reported that a stable loving family is their number one priority for the future.
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