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Introduction 
The East Midlands has an area of over 15,600 km2 and a population of around 4.2 million. It has the second 
lowest population density of any English region at 268 people per km2. The region is largely rural, with major 
population centres around Derby, Leicester, Lincoln, Northampton and Nottingham. The unitary authorities of 
Nottingham and Leicester each have populations of over 250,000. 

Economic development 
The economic output of the East Midlands is around £51 billion, 6.6 per cent of the total UK GDP.  

There is a relatively high concentration of manufacturing industries − a reflection of the growth in 
�new manufacturing�, such as non-metallic mineral products, electronics, food and aerospace. Agriculture is 
significant, particularly in Lincolnshire. Unemployment, at 4.9 per cent, is lower than the national average. 

The total income of higher education institutions in the region is around £930 million per year. 

Higher education provision 
There are nine higher education institutions based in the East Midlands – seven universities and two higher 
education colleges. There are also 22 further education colleges with students taking higher education 
courses. In total, there are over 118,000 full-time equivalent (FTE) students studying on higher education 
courses. The institutions range in size from the University of Nottingham with nearly 22,000 student FTEs to 
Bishop Grosseteste College with just over 1,000 student FTEs. 

The greatest concentration of higher education is in Nottingham and Leicester, with two universities each. 
Four of the five counties include at least one university.  

Student profile 
The East Midlands has the lowest proportion of part-time students of all regions in England and the 
percentage of higher education students registered at further education colleges is relatively low. There is a 
net flow of young full-time undergraduates into the region – for every 100 students from the East Midlands 
there are roughly 133 students studying in the East Midlands. The region has a low proportion of 
economically active adults qualified to at least NVQ level four, 23.4 percent, compared with 28.2 percent for 
the UK as a whole. 
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We accept that more work needs to be done on these maps, please e-mail suggestions to Lisa Readdy l.readdy@hefce.ac.uk

Maps are based on data provided with the support of the ESRC and JISC and use boundary material which is copyright of the Crown, Post Office and the EDLINE consortium.
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HE students registered at East Midlands institutions
2001-02 and 2002-03

Student numbers
HE student headcounts

by type of institution 2002-03

Headcounts *: 2001-02 2002-03

In HE institutions:  133,831   140,444
In FE colleges:     4,197     3,785

Total: 138,028 144,229

FTEs *:
In HE institutions:  110,868   115,772

In FE colleges:     3,124     2,904

Total: 113,992 118,676

Registered and taught at university
Registered and taught at HE college
Registered at FEC
Registered at HEI and taught at FEC (franchised)

Higher education student numbers 2001-02 and 2002-03

Student numbers (headcounts)

*Estimated numbers due to allocation between funding consortia members.
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University of Lincoln includes 4,043 student FTEs studying at the Hull campus in Yorkshire and the Humber.
De Montfort University includes 2,012 student FTEs studying at the Bedford campus in the East of England,
and 608 student FTEs studying at the Milton Keynes campus in the South-East.
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Learning in the East Midlands
2001-02

HE students registered and taught
in the East Midlands
Type Headcounts FTEs

HEI   123,342   104,644
Collaborative arrangements     1,931     1,447
FEC     2,260     1,608

Open University students domiciled
in the East Midlands

Headcounts FTEs

   10,897     4,545

Registered in the East Midlands
but learning outside the East Midlands

Method of Learning (FTEs)

Collaborative
arrangements

    1,367 FTEs

*Institution name Headcounts FTEs *Institution name Headcounts FTEs

Registered outside the East Midlands
but learning in the East Midlands

Method of Learning (FTEs)

Collaborative
arrangements

      127 FTEs

*Institution name Headcounts FTEs *Institution name Headcounts FTEs

*Institutions with fewer than 10 FTEs excluded.
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| De Montfort University Bedford campus     2,164    2,012
Institution name Campus Headcounts FTEs

| De Montfort University Milton Keynes campus       794       608

Institution name Campus Headcounts FTEs

| University of Lincoln Hull campus     5,331    4,043

Institution name Campus Headcounts FTEs
Campuses 6,663 FTEs

No campuses 0 FTEs

| University College Northampton Peterborough Regional College
Registering institution *Teaching Institution

| University of Lincoln Wigan and Leigh College

Registering institution *Teaching Institution

| University of Lincoln Reading College & School of Art & Design

Registering institution *Teaching Institution

| University of Lincoln Bishop Burton College

Registering institution *Teaching Institution

| University of Lincoln East Yorkshire College of FE

Registering institution *Teaching Institution

| University of Lincoln Hull College

Registering institution *Teaching Institution

| University of Lincoln North Lindsey College

Registering institution *Teaching Institution

| University of Lincoln Yorkshire Coast College of F & HE

Registering institution *Teaching Institution

| De Montfort University Bedford College

Registering institution *Teaching Institution

| De Montfort University Milton Keynes College

Registering institution *Teaching Institution

| De Montfort University N Oxfordshire College & School of Art

Registering institution *Teaching Institution

| De Montfort University North Warwickshire and Hinckley College

Registering institution *Teaching Institution

| Nottingham Trent University Burton upon Trent Technical College

Registering institution *Teaching Institution

Taught by FECs 100.0% FTEs

| Buckinghamshire Chilterns University Col New College, Nottingham
Registering institution *Teaching Institution

| Sheffield Hallam University Chesterfield College

Registering institution *Teaching Institution

Taught by FECs 100.0% FTEs

| De Montfort University       800      426
| University of Lincoln       154       92
| Nottingham Trent University       304      187

Distance learning
(OU excluded)

    1,897 FTEs | University of Leicester     2,285    1,119
| University College Northampton      367       56

| Aston University        31       10
| University of Greenwich        34       12
| University of Portsmouth        43       27
| University of Sheffield        63       32
| Thames Valley University        14       11

Distance learning
(OU excluded)

      341 FTEs | University of Birmingham        69       34
| Northumbria University        25       11
| RCN Institute        75       37
| Sheffield Hallam University        65       24



HE students registered at HEIs: characteristics

Students by mode

(2002-03)

Full-time & sandwich

Part-time

Students by level

(2002-03)

Other undergraduate

First degree

Postgraduate taught

Postgraduate research

Undergraduates by

age on entry

(2001-02)

Young

21-24

Mature

2001-02

Overseas student % of FTEs:

Young % of UG FTEs:

Mature % of UG FTEs:

% Male:

2002-03

Part-time % of FTEs:

PG % of FTEs:
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Headcounts

FTEs

10.6%

74.1%

16.5%

47.1%

15.5%

16.1%

Where do young students at East Midlands HEIs in 2001-02 come from?
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HE students registered at HEIs: subject

2001-02 (Open University excluded)

Percentage of HE students (FTEs)

S
ub

je
ct
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East Midlands England

Combined

Education

Creative Arts & Design

Humanities

Languages

Librarianship & Information Science

Business & Administrative Studies

Law

Social, Economic & Political Studies

Architecture, Building & Planning

Engineering & Technology

Computer Science

Mathematical Sciences

Physical Sciences

Agriculture & related subjects

Veterinary Science

Biological Sciences

Subjects Allied to Medicine

Medicine & Dentistry

0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12% 14% 16%



HE students registered at FE colleges
2002-03 Headcounts: 3,785, of which an estimated 237 are funded through consortia.
2002-03 FTEs: 2,904, of which an estimated 197 are funded through consortia.

Headcounts by mode Headcounts by qualification aim

Full-time & sandwich
Part-time

HNC
HND
Other undergraduate
First degree
Postgraduate taught

Source: HEIFES & HESES 2002-03 Source: HEIFES 2002-03 (directly funded); ISR 2001-02 (consortia)

Subject breakdown of HE student population in FECs

Percentage of total FTE student population 2001-02

Major FEC providers of HE (over 500 FTEs)

College name Directly funded Consortium member Collaborative arrangements
2002-03 FTEs 2002-03 FTEs 2001-02 FTEs

Students taught collaboratively at FECs in the region (2001-02): Headcounts: 2,068
FTEs: 1,569
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Leicester College       258         0       293
New College, Nottingham       643         0        47

51.89%
48.11% 50.44%

2.18%

46.19%

1.19%

East Midlands England

Education

Creative arts & design

Humanities

Languages

Business & administrative studies

Social, economic & political studies

Architecture, building & planning

Engineering & technology

Computer sciences

Physical sciences

Agriculture & related subjects

Biological sciences

Subjects allied to medicine

Medicine & dentistry
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Income to HE institutions 2001-02

Total income to all HEIs:

Income to all HEIs by source

Income to individual HEIs by source

£930 million
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Funding bodies grant
40.38%

Tuition fees
24.24%

Research grants and contracts
15.16%

Other
20.22%

Funding bodies grant Tuition fees
Research grants and contracts Other

Bishop Grosseteste College, Lincoln

University College Northampton

University of Lincoln

University of Derby

De Montfort University

Nottingham Trent University

Loughborough University

University of Leicester

University of Nottingham

£ millions

0 50 100 150 200 250 300



HEFCE funding

2003-04

Research Assessment Exercise performance
Research-active academic staff by RAE grade

2001 RAE grade
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Teaching grant Research grant Other grant

Bishop Grosseteste College, Lincoln

University College Northampton

University of Derby

University of Lincoln

University of Leicester

Loughborough University

Nottingham Trent University

De Montfort University

University of Nottingham

£ millions
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Performance indicators for participation and non-continuation

Young full-time degree entrants to HEIs in the East Midlands

Non-continuation one year

after entry in 1999-2000

Low participation neighbourhoods

2000-01

Percentage of young full-time degree entrants

(Actual) Percent not in HE one year after entry in 1999-2000

(Actual) Percent from low participation neighbourhoods 2000-01

(Benchmark) Percent not in HE one year after entry in 1999-2000

(Location benchmark) Percent from low participation neighbourhoods 2000-01

(Benchmark) Percent from low participation neighbourhoods 2000-01

Where do young students from the East Midlands study 2001-02?
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University of Leicester

University of Derby

De Montfort University

Bishop Grosseteste College

30 25 20 15 10 5 0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Nottingham Trent University

University of Nottingham

University College Northampton

Loughborough University

University of Lincoln

University of Leicester

University of Derby

De Montfort University

Bishop Grosseteste College

30 25 20 15 10 5 0 5 10 15 20 25 3030 25 20 15 10 5 0 5 10 15 20 25 30

F
u

ll
 t
im

e
 y

o
u

n
g

 u
n

d
e

rg
ra

d
u

a
te

 s
tu

d
e

n
t 
F

T
E

s

     0%

     5%

    10%

    15%

    20%

    25%

    30%

    35%

    40%

Region of HEI

N
or

th
-E

as
t

N
or

th
-W

es
t

Y
or

ks
hi
re

 a
nd

 th
e 

H
um

be
r

E
as

t M
id
la
nd

s

W
es

t M
id
la
nd

s

E
as

t o
f E

ng
la
nd

Lo
nd

on

S
ou

th
-E

as
t

S
ou

th
-W

es
t

N
or

th
er

n 
Ire

la
nd



First destinations of graduates

Full-time first degree students graduating from HEIs in 2001:

Employed: 68%     Further study: 18%     Unemployed: 7%      Other: 8%

Where do graduates from East Midlands HEIs find employment?
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Employed graduates of East Midlands HEIs:

first destination by type of industry
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Trends in higher education

Students at HEIs by mode
(headcounts)
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Year

Total income to HEIs

£ 
m

ill
io

n

Year

Population and economics
Total population (2001): 4,175,100

By age group (%)
0-15 16-44 45-59

60 and
over

East Midlands 20 39.3 19.7 21.1
England 20.1 40.2 18.9 20.8

Population change (%)
East Midlands

England
(1991-2000) 4.3

3.7

Economic indicators

East Midlands
England

Unemployment
(%, summer 2002)

4.9
5.2

GDP/head (1999)

£12,146
£13,278
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