	Consultation on Draft Code of Practice on the Provision of Free Nursery Education Places for 3 and 4 Year Olds

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 30 September 2005
Your comments must reach us by that date.
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The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude the public right of access.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Name
	[image: image4.png]




	Organisation (if applicable)
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	Address:
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If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact the 3 and 4 Year Old Offer Team on:

Telephone: 020 7273 5317

e-mail: childrens.learning@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888

Fax: 01928 794 311

e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
Please put an X in the box below that best describes you as a respondent
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	Local Authority
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	Private Provider
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	Maintained Provider
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	Independent School
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	Voluntary Provider
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	Parent
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	National Organisation(Please Specify)
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	Union
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	Other(Please Specify)
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	Please Specify:



	


The Department will ensure that sufficient additional resources are factored in to the general funding arrangements for schools and LA to support the enhanced universal entitlement. We intend that funding to support the enhanced entitlement to 38 weeks is distributed, along with funding for the current entitlement, via standard formula funding (currently Education Formula Spending).  However, Authorities which use a proportionately higher number of Private Voluntary and Independent settings to provide the minimum entitlement of 33 weeks will be affected most by the enhancement to 38 weeks.  

 

1 What interim arrangements, if any, should be made to divert funding to authorities with a high proportion of PVIs? 
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	Comments:



	


2 We are planning to phase the roll out of funding to extend the free entitlement to 15 hours per week. Should we phase in the entitlement to 15 hours per week based on age cohorts, on the level of disadvantage in a particular area, or are there other mechanisms which all local authorities could use? How best do you think this should be handled?
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	Comments:



	


3 How can local authorities encourage and incentivise schools and playgroups offering stand alone sessional provision to build towards offering a full integrated day for the child?
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	Comments:



	


4 The Secretary of State wants to incorporate a selection of good practice case studies in the Code of Practice showing how local authorities and providers working together in partnership have successfully delivered integrated early education and childcare services wrapped around the free entitlement. We would welcome a brief summary (no more than 200 words) of the approach and outcome, together with contact details.
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	Comments:



	


5 We are aware some issues can make it difficult to offer a fully integrated day for the child, such as premises and staffing arrangements. Are there other barriers to moving towards a fully integrated day for the child? How should these be overcome?
	[image: image21.png]



	Comments:



	


6 How can settings be best supported to spread the free entitlement across a minimum of three days?
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	Comments:



	


7 What, if any, additional conditions might local authorities reasonably impose in relation to eligibility for inclusion in the local Directory of Providers?
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	Comments:



	


8 How can we make more effective use of approved childminder networks in delivering the free entitlement and joined up services?
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	Comments:



	


9 Would there be any difficulties in a new approach where DfES is no longer informed or directly involved in the process leading to the withdrawal of funding for PVI poviders?
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	Comments:



	


10 What charging arrangements should be introduced to ensure that a) parents can secure more provision in addition to the free entitlement if it is available, and they are willing and able  to pay; b) providers are not unduly burdened with accounting requirements.
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	Comments:



	


11 What arrangements, if any, should be introduced to ensure that parents purchasing additional services are not treated more favourably than those who only require or can only afford the free entitlement?
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	Comments:



	


12 Do you have any other comments on the draft Code of Practice?
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image29.png]



Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No


Code of Practice on Consultation

All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 30 September 2005

Send by post to: 

Consultation Unit
Department for Education and Skills
Area 1A
Castle View House
East Lane
Runcorn
Cheshire
WA7 2GJ

Send by e-mail to: EarlyEducation.CONSULTATION@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
All responses must be received by Friday 30 September 2005.

Additional Copies
If you wish to obtain a paper copy of this document it can be downloaded as a pdf. or word version from this site.

Copies of the document can be requested:
by post from
DfES Publications
PO Box 5050
Sherwood Park
Annesley
Nottingham NG15 0DG
Tel: 0845 60 222 60
 fax: 0845 60 333 60
e-mail: dfes@prolog.uk.com
A summary of the responses to this consultation will be published on the DfES Website later in 2005.

The outcome will form the basis of the Code of Practice on the Provision of Free Nursery Education for 3 and 4 Year Olds. 

 

