	A Single Inspectorate for Children and Learners

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 4 November 2005
Your comments must reach us by that date.
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The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude the public right of access.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
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	Address:
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If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact the inspection reform team on 020 7925 5155 or e-mail: inspection.reform@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888

Fax: 01928 794 311

e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
Which of the following best describes you?
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	Local authority
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	Private Provider
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	Voluntary and community provider
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	National Organisation
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	Employer
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	School
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	College
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	Other
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	Please Specify:



	


1 Through this consultation paper and linked activity we are seeking the views of respondents (including employers) on the proposition that ALI's existing inspection remit should be brought together into Ofsted to create a single inspectorate for children and learners. Please include any comments or suggestions with your views. 
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	Yes
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	No
	[image: image18.png]



	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


2 We would welcome views on whether there should be, in legislation, a single overarching statement to capture the core purpose of the inspectorate and characterise its overall ethos.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


3 Paragraph 29 of the consultation document lists other possible high level duties of an enlarged Ofsted. Do you think the list is a fair representation of the duties of a new enlarged inspectorate?  We would welcome views on their relative merits as general duties beneath the single, core statutory purpose.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


4 We would welcome views on any opportunities for the rationalisation of inspection legislation which respondents think it would be sensible to take at this stage.
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	Comments:



	


5 If ALI’s statutory post-16 learning and skills inspection functions were to be brought within a single inspectorate, how might its quality improvement and commissioned support and advice roles best be handled in the future?
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	Comments:



	


6 Should the separate functions of the Children’s Rights Director be retained under the new arrangements, and if so should they be given to the single inspectorate for children and learners, to the Children’s Commissioner or split between the two?  
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	Comments:



	


7 The enlarged Ofsted would probably need a new statutory title to match and reflect its wider remit. One idea is the Inspectorate for Children and Learners.  We would welcome views on this name. 
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	Comments:



	


8 The question of how it is generally known is also important, but not for statute. Ofsted started as a compression of a longer name – the Office for Standards in Education – but the latter title is no longer in common usage.  We would welcome views on how an enlarged Ofsted might be generally known.
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	Comments:



	


9 Do you support the suggested change in Ofsted’s governance to reflect its enlarged remit? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image37.png]



Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No


Code of Practice on Consultation

All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 4 November 2005

Send by post to: 

Inspection Reform Team
3rd Floor
Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith St
London, SW1P 3BT

Send by e-mail to: inspection.reform@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
