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Summary of main findings

Methodology

This report summarises the key findings from the second Wave of the Connexions Service
customer satisfaction survey, carried out by BMRB International on behalf of the
Department for Education and Skills in the 15 ‘Phase 1” Connexions Partnerships,
followed on from the first Wave of the survey which was conducted in all 47 Connexions
Partnerships, divided into three fieldwork stages corresponding to the three ‘Phases’ of

Partnership (relating to when the Partnership began delivering the Service in their area).

Opver 18,000 young people who, according to Connexions Partnership databases, had been
in contact with Connexions wete interviewed for the second Wave between March and
June 2004, using a range of different methods - face-to-face interviews, telephone

interviews, and postal self-completion questionnaires.

The questionnaire covered awareness of, and contact with, the Connexions Service and
related services such as Connexions Direct and Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA),
the role of Connexions in helping respondents take decisions about their lives, and

satisfaction with the service provided by Connexions.

As well as analysing the results from the second Wave, this report also compares key results
against the comparable results from Wave 1. In most cases these comparisons are to the
results for the 16,000 young people interviewed in Wave 1 from Phase 1 Partnerships
(between January and March 2003). In total 52,000 young people were interviewed across
all three Phases at Wave 1.

Key Findings

e In many cases, results for Phase 1 CXPs at Wave 2 were similar to those from the
same CXPs at Wave 1. Where there were changes, they were almost always for the
better. In particular, there were higher levels of awareness and usage at Wave 2, and
evidence of improvements in the impact of the Connexions Service on young people’s

confidence and decision making, and increases in the already high levels of satisfaction.

e The profile of respondents from Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs was similar to that for Wave 1
Phase 1 CXPs in most cases, except that the age profile at Wave 2 (average age 16.2)
was somewhat younger than at Wave 1 (average age 16.7) with proportionately twice
as many 13-15 year olds at Wave 2 (30 per cent compared to 14 per cent at Wave 1).
It seems likely this is in part an effect of the different time of year at which the two

samples were drawn.
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e Consequently, a higher proportion of the Wave 2 Phase 1 sample were in full-time
education (69 per cent), and a lower proportion in employment (14 per cent) or
unemployed (nine per cent), than was the case for Wave 1 Phase 1 respondents (54 per

cent, 19 per cent and 13 per cent respectively).

e Virtually all (98 per cent) of the respondents contacted at Wave 2 in Phase 1 CXPs
said that they had heard of Connexions before the interview. This high level should be
expected since the sample was drawn from young people who were recorded as having
had some form of contact with Connexions; however, there had been an increase in

awareness compared with Wave 1 for Phase 1 CXPs (91 per cent).

e Of the respondents who had heard of Connexions, 87 per cent recalled having talked
to a Personal Advisor (PA) or someone else from Connexions. This again represented
an increase from Wave 1 Phase 1 fieldwork (82 per cent). Those aged 16-17 were the

most likely to say they had talked to someone at Connexions (90 per cent).

e Of those who had talked to someone at Connexions, 21 per cent had been in contact
only once, 47 per cent had between two and four contacts and 31 per cent had
contacted Connexions five times or more. Young people receiving higher levels of
support tended to have a higher average number of contacts with Connexions (50 per
cent of those in Priority 1' had five or more contacts), as did older respondents in
general (44 per cent of 18-20 year olds had five or more contacts). These results were

all very similar to those for Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs.

e The majority of respondents at both Waves used Connexions to discuss education- or
work-related issues: at Wave 2 in Phase 1 CXPs, 86 per cent discussed jobs and
careers, 74 per cent discussed education and 51 per cent discussed training or work-

based learning.

e There is also evidence that some young people were in contact with Connexions about
more personal issues; 40 per cent of Wave 2 Phase 1 respondents who had made
contact with Connexions had discussed one of the six more personal topics identified
in the survey, such as money and benefits (21 per cent), feeling stressed (14 per cent)
and alcohol and drugs (13 per cent). This was especially the case among young people

receiving a higher level of support; for instance, 30 per cent of young people in

Priority groups refer to the level of support allocated to a young person. Priority 1receive intensive support,
Priority 2 receive medium support and Priority 3 receive minimum support. For further details of Priority

categories, please see section 2.1
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Priority 1 had received advice on money and benefits, compared with 16 per cent of
Priority 3). A very similar picture was found at Wave 1, when 36 per cent of

respondents in Phase 1 CXPs had discussed one of the more personal topics.

Irrespective of the topic discussed, a large majority stated that the advice received was
useful. Overall ‘usefulness’ ratings (those saying the advice or support received was
either “fairly useful’ or ‘very useful’) ranged from 86 per cent for housing advice to 94
pet cent for advice on stress and sexual health. Levels were generally similar to those
seen in Phase 1 CXPs at Wave 1.

Over nine in ten young people who had been in contact with Connexions said they
were satisfied with the service they received (93 per cent). Overall satisfaction was
very similar at each stage of fieldwork, but at Wave 2 a greater proportion of Phase 1
CXP respondents gave the highest possible rating, ‘very satisfied’, than was the case
for Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs (52 per cent compared with 48 per cent).

There were few differences in satisfaction between sub-groups. Overall dissatisfaction
was slightly higher among older respondents: three per cent of 13-15 year olds were
dissatisfied, rising to nine per cent of 18-20 year olds. Overall satisfaction was slightly
higher among those receiving lower levels of support, but in terms of the proportion
who were ‘very satisfied’, this was higher among those receiving higher levels of

support.

Young people at all stages of fieldwork rated Connexions staff very highly on such
aspects as ‘friendliness’ (99 per cent of those in Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs said staff were
‘very’ or ‘fairly’ friendly), ‘knowing what they are talking about’ (93 per cent
agreement), and being ‘easy to get hold of” (82 per cent agreement, slightly lower than
the other two measures). The proportion agreeing that staff ‘know what they are
talking about’ was higher than at Wave 1 in Phase 1 CXPs, particularly in terms of the
proportion who ‘agreed strongly’ this was the case; results on the other two measures

were very similar to those from Wave 1.

The majority (70 per cent) said that Connexions had helped them decide what to do in
the next couple of years, a slight increase on Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs (67 per cent). The
increase was most marked among those who said that Connexions had definitely helped
them decide what to do next (from 25 per cent to 32 per cent). Those under the age
of 18 were much more likely than older respondents to say Connexions had helped

them decide what to do.
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e Thirty-one per cent said that they had done something they had not previously
considered as a result of their contact with Connexions; again this is an increase on the

Wave 1 Phase 1 result (26 per cent).

e Half (53 per cent) of respondents said that their contact with Connexions had made
them more confident overall (45 per cent said their contact had made no difference;
only one per cent of respondents said it had made them less confident overall). This
was a slight improvement from Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs when 46 per cent said that

Connexions had made them more confident.

e In Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs respondents in Priority 1 were more likely than those from
Priority 2 and 3 to say that Connexions had made them more confident. Wave 2
results showed no statistically significant difference between young people from
different Priority groups in terms of whether Connexions had increased confidence.
However, when comparing respondents receiving minimum support (Priority 3) with
Priority groups 1 and 2 combined, the difference was significant. There was a clear
variation by age, with younger respondents much more likely to say that Connexions

had made them more confident, as was the case at Wave 1 Phase 1 fieldwork.

e Awareness of other aspects of the Connexions Service (Connexions Direct, the
Connexions Card, the Connexions Youth Charter) were significantly lower than
awareness of Connexions overall; 37 per cent were aware of Connexions Direct, 31
per cent had heard of the Card, and just four per cent had heard of the Youth Charter.
The only significant change in awareness since Wave 1 among Phase 1 CXPs was for

the Connexions Card, which had risen from 19 per cent.

e Six per cent of all who had been in contact with someone from Connexions had
contacted Connexions Direct, and thirteen per cent owned a Connexions Card (up

from seven per cent at Wave 1 for Phase 1 CXPs).

e Tifty-nine per cent of young people who had contacted Connexions were aware of
EMA, much higher than the level of awareness at Wave 1 among Phase 2 (36 per cent)
and Phase 3 CXPs (35 per cent). (Questions on EMA were asked in a slightly different
way at Wave 1 in Phase 1 CXPs and so cannot be directly compared.) Awareness was
highest among 15 and 16 year olds (65 per cent and 71 per cent respectively). Of
those who had heard of EMA in Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs, 35 per cent had heard about it
through someone at Connexions. Levels of increased awareness at the second wave

coincide with a national advertising campaign for EMA.

e The most significant drivers for determining whether Connexions helped users decide

what to do were whether contact with Connexions had increased their confidence,
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overall satisfaction with the service, the usefulness of advice given on various topics
and being helped to see all of the options available to them. These last two were, in
turn, key drivers of the first two measures and, since they can be directly targeted for
improvement, may be the best areas to concentrate on in terms of maintaining and

building upon the positive results seen so far.

At Wave 1 in Phase 1 CXPs, there were several measures on which Sub-contracted
CXPs performed less well than Direct Delivery CXPs. The results for the same
Partnerships at Wave 2 show an increase in performance on many of these measures
for Sub-contracted CXPs, taking them either level with or only slightly below the
results for Direct Delivery CXPs. In particular, there is no longer a difference in
overall awareness or the proportion recalling contact with Connexions between the

two service delivery models.
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1.1

Introduction

The Connexions Service

In the Learning to Succeed White Paper published in 2001, the government committed itself
to setting up a single, coherent strategy aimed at all young people — the Connexions
strategy. The Connexions Service is central to the delivery of this strategy in England, and
offers a range of guidance and support for 13 to 19 year olds (and 20-24 year olds with
learning difficulties and disabilities who are yet to make the transition to adult services).
The Service is delivered primarily through a network of Personal Advisers (PAs) linking in
with specialist support services, based in 47 Connexions Partnerships (CXPs). The
Connexions Service is co-ordinated through Supporting Children and Young People’s
Group (SCYPG, formerly known as the Connexions Service National Unit (CSNU)),
which is based within the Department for Education and Skills (DfES).

A range of existing public, private, voluntary and community sector organisations have
come together to form Connexions Partnerships, which develop and co-ordinate the
delivery of support services for young people. Across England, the 47 Connexions
Partnerships have been established since 2001 (15 ‘Phase 1’ Partnerships between April and
September 2001; 13 ‘Phase 2’ Partnerships between April and June 2002; and 19 ‘Phase 3
Partnerships between September 2002 and April 2003). The objectives of the Connexions

Service are:

® to raise the aspirations, participation and achievement levels of all young people
(including those outside learning or at risk of under achievement) by providing
impartial information, advice, opportunities for personal development and other

support according to their needs;

e to provide all young people outside learning, or otherwise at risk of underachieving,

with the support they need to fulfil their potential;

e to provide an integrated support service for young people and their carers to assist

young people to engage effectively in learning and employment;
e to influence and improve learning provision and other services for all young people;

e to develop the capacity of the Partnerships to deliver the objectives above.

BMRB International Report 45102-155 7



1.2

The purpose of this research

Fundamental to the development of the Connexions Service are the experiences and views
of the young people who have used it. The series of surveys known collectively as the
‘Improve Your Connexions: Customer Satisfaction Survey’ play an important role in the

assessment of such views and experience. Their aim is to:

e assess young peoples’ experiences and views of the service they have received from

Connexions;

e look at whether the Connexions Service is meeting the needs of young people, and

delivering an effective service, and if not what improvements could be made;

e inform the ongoing development of the whole Connexions Service.

In order to provide robust, useful data at a local Partnership level, the research was

designed to achieve around 1,000 responses in each Partnership.

In 2003, BMRB carried out the first wave of Improve Your Connexions - the Connexions
Service Customer Satisfaction Survey. This involved interviewing young people who had
been in contact with the Connexions Service in each of the 47 Connexions Partnerships
(CXPs) across England. The pilot phase of the survey was carried out initially in the 15
Phase 1 CXPs — in January to March 2003, before being carried out in the remaining 32
CXP areas (Phases 2 and 3) between July 2003 and January 2004.> In total, over 52,000
young people responded to the three phases of the survey. The results from the first wave
of the survey were published by the Department for Education and Skills between April
2003 and May 2004.

A second wave of the survey was conducted in the 15 Phase 1 Partnerships between March
and June 2004. This report contains the findings from those interviews and, where
appropriate, draws comparisons between Wave 1 and Wave 2 results for these

Partnerships, as well as with results across all 47 CXPs in Wave 1.

2The 15 ‘Phase 1’ Connexions Partnerships began delivering the Service between April and September 2001;
the 13 ‘Phase 2’ Partnerships went live between April and June 2002; these were followed by the 19 ‘Phase 3’
Partnerships which began operations between September 2002 and April 2003.
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1.3

Summary of methodology

In order to test properly the overall survey strategy, and to ensure that subsequent waves of
this survey were carried out in a cost-effective way, the pilot stage (Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs)
used a variety of methodologies (face-to-face and telephone interviewing, and postal and
web-based self-completion questionnaires) to test which worked best. The Technical
Appendices provide details of how the survey was conducted. Here, we provide a

summary of the approach taken.

1.3.1 Sampling

Samples of young people aged 13-19 who were recorded as having had some form of
contact with Connexions in the previous three months were drawn from the Partnerships’
databases. The sample was drawn with the aim of achieving (subject to the make-up of the

sample population) in each area:

e 200 interviews with young people receiving intensive or Priority 1 support’

e 400 interviews with young people receiving intermediate or Priority 2 support

e 400 interviews with young people receiving Priority 3 support (minimum intervention)

In some areas, Partnerships offered those young people selected for the survey the chance
to opt out of the research before their names and details were passed to BMRB. In other
Partnerships, details were passed to BMRB who then wrote to the young people in advance
of their being contacted by interviewers. Young people (plus parents and guardians) then
had the opportunity to contact BMRB to find out more about the survey or to opt out of

taking part.

1.3.2 Methodology

In order to test the most effective way of interviewing these young people, we tested a
variety of different methodologies during the first wave fieldwork for the Phase 1

Partnerships.

3 For details of Priority categories, please see section 2.1
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Priority 1: Half of the young people in Priority 1 (those in receipt of intensive
support) were interviewed face-to-face, in their homes. The other half

were interviewed by telephone.

Priority 2 and 3: ~ Half of the Priority 2 and 3 young people (those in receipt of
intermediate or minimal support) were interviewed over the telephone.
The other half were sent a self-completion questionnaire and covering
letter through the post (which also offered the option of completing

the questionnaire on the world wide web).

For this second wave survey of Phase 1 partnership areas (as with Phases 2 and Phase 3
areas in Wave 1), the approach was modified slightly so that while half of Priority 1
respondents were interviewed face-to-face and half over the phone (the same approach as
Phase 1), Priority 2 and 3 respondents only received a postal questionnaires when there was
no telephone number available. (Web-based questionnaires were not used after the first

wave of the survey in Phase 1 areas because of low take-up.)

The questionnaire was kept largely the same for each mode of interviewing, with only
minor wording changes. Details of the outcomes and responses for each mode are given in

the Technical Appendix.

For all young people aged 13-15, the consent of their parent or guardian was obtained
before any interview took place. In the case of postal questionnaires for respondents aged
under 16, the questionnaire pack was sent initially to the parent or guardian. Parents were
asked to sign the front cover of the questionnaire to indicate their consent. All
fieldworkers conducting face-to-face interviews were checked through the Criminal

Records Bureau before working on this survey.

In total, 18,117 interviews were achieved across the 15 Partnerships in the second wave of

the survey in Phase 1 CXPs, with an overall response rate of 67 per cent.

1.3.3 Questionnaire

There were two versions of the questionnaire used in the first wave Phase 1 partnership
fieldwork:

e Version 1 had three questions on the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA),
and these questions were only asked in Partnerships containing L.ocal Education

Authorities where this Allowance was available at the time of the research;
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e Version 2 did not ask the three questions on EMA. Apart from this, the two

versions were identical.

In the first wave survey of Phases 2 and 3 Partnership areas, the questionnaire included the

questions on EMA.

The most recent Wave 2 survey of Phase 1 areas used the same questioning with two

additional questions exploring disability , and an expanded answer list on the ethnic group
question, to bring it in line with the list used in the 2001 Census. Apart from this, changes
were limited to the expansion and revision of certain codeframes to allow a greater degree

of precision. Such instances have been noted in the text of this report as they occur.

The questionnaire covered the following issues:

e Awareness of Connexions

e Contact with Connexions

e Issues that the young person had discussed with a Connexions adviser
e Satisfaction with Connexions

e The impact of using Connexions

e Involvement in Connexions

e Education Maintenance Allowance

e Connexions Direct

e The Connexions Card

e General demographic details

The self-completion version was an 8-page, A4 booklet.
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1.4

1.3.4 Fieldwork

The fieldwork dates for each Phase were as follows:
e fieldwork for Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs took place between January and March 2003;
e fieldwork for Wave 1 Phase 2 CXPs took place between July and September 2003;

e fieldwork for Wave 1 Phase 3 CXPs took place between October and December
2003;

e fieldwork for Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs took place between March and June 2004.

Notes on reading the report:

Except where stated otherwise, the data provided have been weighted to reflect the original
population of each Partnership and the relative sizes of Partnerships. The main exception
to this is the base sizes quoted in Tables and Figures; these are always unweighted so as to

show the actual number of respondents who answered a particular question.

The percentages in the report do not always add up to 100 per cent. In some cases this is
due to respondents giving more than one answer to the question, but on questions where
only one answer is allowed this is due to a small proportion of respondents replying ‘don’t

know’/‘not applicable’, not responding to the question, or to computer rounding.
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Profile of respondents

Priority category of respondents

The support that Connexions provides to young people varies according to the needs of

the young person. There are three levels of support:

Priority 1 ‘Intensive support’ for those with multiple problems, or for those not in

education, training or employment post-16.

Priority 2 ‘Supported’. In depth guidance and help for those at risk of not

participating effectively in education and training.

Priority 3 ‘Minimum intervention’. General information, advice and guidance.

Respondents were not asked which Priority category they fell into, as this is not something
they would necessarily know. Instead, information on the Priority each young person was

assigned to was attached to the sample files that BMRB received from each Partnership.

The percentage of respondents in each Priority category varied between Wave 1 and Wave
2in Phase 1 CXPs. Over half (53 per cent) of the Wave 2 respondents had been assessed
as Priority 3, compared to 45 per cent of those interviewed the previous year. The
remaining half of the Wave 2 Phase 1 sample was split almost equally between Priority 1
(23 per cent) and Priority 2 (24 per cent) respondents, in contrast to Wave 1 when the

figures were 18 per cent and 37 per cent respectively. These results are shown in Table 2a.

Table 2a: Priority category of respondents
Base: All respondents

All Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs All Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs
(n=16,120) (n=18,117)
% %
Priority 1 18 23
Priority 2 37 24
Priority 3 45 53

However, there were big differences by Partnership. In Wave 2 in Phase 1 areas, the
proportion of respondents in Priority 1 ranged from six per cent in the West of England to
33 per cent in Milton Keynes, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire. In contrast, the
proportion of Priority 1 respondents in each of these areas in Wave 1 stood at 19 per cent
and 20 per cent respectively. There was less variation in the proportion of Priority 1
respondents between all Partnership areas in Wave 1 (ranging from 14 per cent in North

London to 25 per cent in South London).
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2.2

Partnerships can be divided into two service delivery models:
e Direct Delivery

e Sub-contracted delivery
Descriptions of each Partnership delivery type are provided in Appendix H.

Six in ten (59 per cent) respondents who received services from Direct Delivery
Partnerships were allocated to Priority 3, while four in ten (40 per cent) respondents who
received services from Sub-contracted Partnerships were in Priority 3. Results were much
more similar in Wave 1, with 46 per cent of those in Direct Delivery areas and 43 per cent
of those in Sub-contracted areas allocated to Priority 3. A full breakdown of Wave 2

respondents by CXP mode of delivery is shown in Table 2b.

Table 2b: Priority category of respondents, by mode of delivery (Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs)
Base: All respondents

Overall Direct Delivery Sub-contracted
(n=18,117) (n=11,248) (n=6,869)
% % %
Priority 1 23 22 25
Priority 2 24 19 35
Priority 3 53 59 40

As will be seen in the rest of this report, Priority category is an important variable. Young
people in Priority 1 tend to have far more on-going contact with Connexions Personal
Adpvisers than those in Priority 3. Itis therefore important to assess separately for these
groups of young people such indicators as contact and satisfaction with Connexions, and

the impact that Connexions has had on them.

Gender

There were more males than females in the cohort of young people sampled in the second
wave of the survey in Phase 1 CXPs; as a result, in the weighted achieved sample, 53 per
cent of respondents were male and 47 per cent were female. These results were similar to
those in Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs (55 per cent and 44 per cent respectively). There was little
additional difference in this proportion by age, ethnicity, or Partnership type across the two

waves.

In the Wave 2 survey, males in contact with Connexions were more likely than females to
be defined as Priority 1 or 2 (intensive and medium support). The same pattern was

apparent in Wave 1. Twenty-seven per cent of males and 19 per cent of females were
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defined as Priority 1 in Wave 2, compared to 21 per cent and 15 per cent respectively in

Wave 1). Wave 2 results for Phase 1 areas are shown in Figure 2a.

Figure 2a: Priority category of respondents, by gender (Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs)
Base: All respondents (n=18,117)

%
Priority 1 Priority 2 Priority 3

Overall 23 53

Males 48

Females 59

i N I
I

Age

The age profiles of the Wave 1 and Wave 2 samples in Phase 1 CXPs were quite different.
While in both cases the most common age group was the 16 year-old group, the modal
ages for Wave 2 respondents were 15 and 16, whereas at Wave 1, the modal ages were 16
and 17. Proportionally, there were just over twice as many respondents aged 13-15 at
Wave 2 as at Wave 1. As the samples were weighted at each Wave to the age profile of all
young people in contact with the Partnerships during the sampling period, these changes in
the profile of respondents represent actual changes in the make-up of the young people
contacting Connexions, rather than factors related to the interviewing process. The
changes in the age profile may indicate possible seasonal factors (reflecting the different
roles of Connexions over the academic year), as the sampling periods were at different

times of the year.

The average age of respondents in Wave 2 was 16.2 years. This figure was slightly lower

than the comparative figure for Wave 1 of 16.7 years. Results are shown in Table 2c.
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Table 2c: Age of respondents
Base: All respondents

All Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs All Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs
(n=16,120) (n=18,117)

% %
13-14 3 9
15 11 21
16 32 32
17 30 18
18 16 12
19-20 7 7
Average age 16.7 16.2

In Wave 2, the average ages of respondents defined as Priority levels 1, 2 and 3 were,
respectively, 16.3, 16.5 and 16.1 years. (There were only slight differences in average age by
Priority in Wave 1.) Results for Wave 2 are shown in Figure 2b.

Figure 2b: Age of respondents, by priority category (Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs)
Base: All respondents (n=18,117)

%
13-15 16-17 18-20 Average

Overall 19 16.2

Priority 1 21 16.3

Priority 2 22 16.5

Priority 3 17 16.1

Ethnicity

The large majority of respondents were White (90 per cent at Wave 2 and 89 per cent at
Wave 1 in Phase 1 areas). One in ten (10 per cent) of respondents at each Wave classified
themselves in one of the non-White groups. Among Wave 2 respondents from Phase 1
CXPs, of those respondents from non-White ethnic groups 32 per cent were Asian, 28 per

cent were Black and 40 per cent were of Mixed/other ethnic origin. In Wave 1 Phase 1
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CXPs areas the comparable figures were 46 per cent Asian, 30 per cent Black and 24 per

cent Mixed/other groups. Overall results for each Wave are shown in Table 2d.

Table 2d: Ethnic group of respondents
Base: All respondents

All Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs All Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs

(n=16,120) (n=18,117)

% %
White 89 90
Black (Caribbean, African, other) 3 3
Asian (Indian, Pakistani, 5 3
Bangladeshi, Chinese, other)
Mixed and other 2 4
Not stated/refused 1 1

There was a great deal of variation by Partnership area. In the second wave in Phase 1
areas, 98 per cent of respondents from Cumbria categorised themselves as White. North
London had the lowest proportion of White respondents (43 per cent) and had the highest
proporttion of Black respondents (21 per cent), Asian respondents (13 per cent) and those
who classed themselves as from a Mixed/other ethnic group (22 per cent). South London
(72 per cent), the Black Country (76 per cent), Milton Keynes, Oxfordshire &
Buckinghamshire (84 per cent) and Coventry & Warwickshire (85 per cent) CXPs also had
a lower proportion of White respondents than average. In fact, the Black Country had the
highest proportion of respondents from Pakistani origin (five per cent) and Coventry &
Warwickshire had the highest proportion of respondents from Indian origin (seven per

cent).

Results showed that there was a tendency for Partnerships in areas with higher proportions
of young people from minority ethnic groups to be run as a Sub-contracted model. In
Wave 2, 95 per cent of respondents in areas run as a Direct Delivery model categorised
themselves as White. This compared to eight in ten (79 per cent) of those in Sub-
contracted areas. Comparative figures from Wave 1 were 95 per cent and 83 per cent

respectively. A full breakdown of Wave 2 results is shown in Table 2e.

Table 2e: Ethnic group of respondents, by mode of delivery (Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs)
Base: All respondents

Overall Direct Delivery Sub-contracted
(n=18,117) (n=11,248) (n=6,869)

% % %
White 90 95 79
Black (Caribbean, African, other) 3 1 7
Asian (Indian, Pakistani, 3 1 6
Bangladeshi, Chinese, other)
Mixed and other 4 2
Not stated/refused 1 * 1
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2.5

In Wave 2, young people from Asian backgrounds were less likely than other young people
to be assigned to Priority 1. Fifteen per cent of respondents from an Asian background
were assigned to Priority 1, compared to around one in four of those from other ethnic
backgrounds (23 per cent of White young people and 27 per cent of Black young people).

Wave 2 results are shown in Table 2f.

Table 2f: Priority category of respondents, by ethnic group (Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs)
Base: All respondents giving details of their ethnic group

White Black Asian Mixed/other
(n=15,895) (n=577) (n=715) (n = 830)
% % % %
Priority 1 23 27 15 27
Priority 2 24 25 26 24
Priority 3 53 48 59 49

Disability

For the first time at Wave 2 in Phase 1 CXPs, respondents were asked whether they had
any long-standing illness, disability or infirmity. Those who did were also asked whether
this illness, disability or infirmity limited their activity. Results of these two questions are

shown in Table 2g.

Overall, 10 per cent of respondents said that they had a long-standing illness, disability or
infirmity, with half of these (five per cent of the overall sample) saying that their disability
ot illness limited their activity. As would be expected by the process of prioritisation,
Priority 1 respondents were much more likely to have an illness or disability, with one in
five (20 per cent) saying this was so, and one in ten (12 per cent) saying this limited their
ability. Nine per cent of Priority 2 respondents and five per cent of Priority 3 respondents
had a long-standing condition, with five per cent and two per cent respectively saying this

limited their activity.

Table 2g: Whether respondent has any long-standing illness, disability or infirmity, and
whether this limits their activity (Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs)
Base: All respondents

% saying % saying
Yes Yes and limits activity
Overall (n=18,117) 10 5
Priority 1 (n=2,769) 20 12
Priority 2 (n=6,584) 9 5
Priority 3 (n=8,764) 5 2

18 BMRB International Report 45102-155



2.6

Education and Occupation

There was some variation in the activity status of respondents between the two Waves, as
shown in Table 2h. Two thirds of Wave 2 respondents (69 per cent) were in full-time
education (either at school, at college or at university) at the time of the interview. This
figure is much higher than the proportion of respondents interviewed in Wave 1 (54 per
cent). These findings reflect the younger age profile of the Wave 2 Phase 1 sample
compared with Wave 1 Phase 1 (cf. section 2.3). This proportion was higher among non-
White respondents in each case, although less so at Wave 2 than at Wave 1 (73 per cent at
Wave 2, 67 per cent at Wave 1).

Fourteen per cent of Phase 1 CXP respondents at Wave 2 and 19 per cent at Wave 1 were
employed, either full-time (10 per cent at Wave 2, 14 per cent at Wave 1) or part-time (four
per cent at Wave 2, five per cent at Wave 1). A further nine per cent at Wave 2 were
unemployed (either looking for work or not), compared with 13 per cent at Wave 1. The
proportion of respondents saying they were doing a Modern Apprenticeship fell from eight
per cent at Wave 1 Phase 1 to three per cent in Phase 1 CXPs at Wave 2.

Table 2h: Activity status of respondents
Base: All respondents

All Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs All Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs
(n=16,120) (n=18,117)
% %
Full-time education 54 69
Full-time job 14 10
Modern Apprenticeship 8 3
Unemployed 13 9
Other 9 9

Obviously, the proportion of respondents in full-time education also varied by age, with
neatly all of the 13-15 year olds falling into this category (95 per cent), compared to 68 per
cent of those aged 16-17 and 30 per cent of those aged 18-20. Conversely, eight per cent
of 16-17 year olds were in full-time employment, which increased to 31 per cent of 18-20
year olds. Ten per cent of the 16 to 17 year olds were unemployed, a figure which rose to

17 per cent among the 18-20 year olds. These trends were fairly similar in Wave 1.

When limiting the analysis of activity status in Wave 2 to those aged 16 and over, six in ten
(57 per cent) respondents were in full-time education. A further 15 per cent were in full-
time employment, with four per cent involved in Modern Apprenticeships. Twelve per

cent were unemployed.

Other activities accounted for only small proportions of the young people. One per cent

(mainly females) were looking after the home or family, and one per cent were taking a
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break from study or work (although those taking such a break are likely to be away from

home and so less likely to have taken part in this research).

As discussed previously, Wave 1 respondents were less likely to be in full-time education.
Of those aged 16 and over, half (48 per cent) were in full-time education (compared to 57
per cent in Wave 2). Wave 1 respondents in this age group were more likely than those
interviewed in Wave 2 to have been in full-time employment (17 per cent), involved in

Modern Apprenticeships (nine per cent) or unemployed (15 per cent).

In Wave 2, male respondents aged 16 and over were more likely than females of the same
age to be in a full time job (16 per cent compared to 12 per cent of female respondents) or
involved in Modern Apprenticeships (five per cent compared to three per cent). Female
respondents were more likely to be in full time education (62 per cent) compared to male

respondents (53 per cent). The same patterns were apparent in the Wave 1 data.

Again, looking at those aged 16 and over, seven in ten (72 per cent) Asian respondents
were in full-time education, which was considerably higher than respondents from all other

ethnic groups (Black 62 per cent; Mixed/other 62 per cent; White 56 per cent).

Figure 2c shows the activity status of 16-20 year olds interviewed in Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs,
broken down by gender and ethnic group.

Figure 2c: Activity status, by gender and ethnic group (Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs)
Base: All respondents aged 16-20 (n=13,204)

B FT education CJFT job @ Modern Apprenticeship 0 Unemployed B Other‘

%
Overall 15 [4] 12 PN

Male I ¢ (5] 14 PN
Female 62 | 12 [3 10 [EP

White IINENEGEGNETN 5 4] 12 PN
Black
Asian
Mixed/ other
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Priority should be linked with activity status, as Priority 1 support is designed to target
those young people with multiple problems or who are not in education, training or
employment post 16. Although most of the Wave 2 13-15 year olds were in full-time
education, a significant minority of those in Priority 1 (10 per cent) were not. Six per cent
of those in Priority 2 were not in full-time education whereas only two per cent of those in
Priority 3 were outside full- time education at this age. Those 13-15 year olds in Priority 1
who were not at school variously stated that were in training, looking for work®, doing

nothing or studying part time (each accounts for around one per cent).

As would be expected, among the 16-20 year olds, those in Priority 1 were more likely to
be unemployed than those in the other two categories (20 per cent compared to 16 per
cent in Priority 2 and six per cent in Priority 3). Itis clear that those who are unemployed

or looking for work are more likely to be receiving intensive support.

Respondents aged 16-20 in Priority 1 were also less likely to be in full-time education (44
per cent compared to 69 per cent in Priority 3). Priority 2 respondents were less likely to
be in full-time education than those in Priority 3, but were more likely to have a full-time
job. Figure 2d gives the results from Wave 2. Across each Priority category, respondents
aged 16-20 interviewed in Wave 1 were less likely to be in full-time education (34 per cent

Priority 1; 43 per cent Priority 2; 57 per cent Priority 3).

Figure 2d: Activity status, by Priority category (Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs)
Base: All respondents aged 16-20 (n=13,204)

4 Because of the timing of the fieldwork (Matrch — June 2004), some 15 year old respondents could have been

finishing compulsory education and therefore legitimately be looking for work.
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Awareness of Connexions

As shown in Table 3a, virtually all (98 per cent) of the respondents contacted at Wave 2 in
Phase 1 CXPs said that they had heard of Connexions before the interview. This high level
should be expected since the sample was drawn from young people who were recorded as
having had some form of contact with Connexions. This figure represented an increase in
awareness from Wave 1 (91 per cent). This increase in brand awareness can be accounted
for by the greater length of time that the service had been in operation, and to the increase
in national advertising since the first Wave of the survey. In relation to the two per cent
who said they had not heard of Connexions, it seems possible that the young person could
have spoken to someone at school (e.g. a ‘Careers Advisor’) but not recognised them as

being from ‘Connexions’ or otherwise had forgotten about a prior contact with the Service.

In Wave 2, there was no significant difference in awareness level by priority category of
support, gender or ethnic group. The latter differed from Wave 1, where White
respondents were more likely than non-White respondents to say that they had heard of
Connexions prior to the interview (92 per cent and 88 per cent respectively). The latter
figure obscured differences between respondents from Mixed/other ethnic backgrounds
(91 per cent), Black backgrounds (89 per cent) and Asian backgrounds (86 per cent). Asian
respondents interviewed in Wave 1 were also more likely than average to be in contact with
a Sub-contracted Partnership, and this could account for the previous lower awareness

level.

Table 3a: Awareness of Connexions
Base: All respondents

All Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs All Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs

(n=16,120) (n=18,117)

% %
Overall 91 98
Priority 1 92 96
Priority 2 91 98
Priority 3 91 98
Male 91 97
Female 92 98
White 92 98
Black 89 98
Asian 86 97
Mixed/other 91 98

As with other key sub-groups, there was little difference in awareness between each age
group at Wave 2 in Phase 1 areas. A similar proportion of those aged 13-15 (96 per cent),
16-17 (98 per cent) and 18-20 (97 per cent) said that they had heard of Connexions ptior to
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the interview. Each of these figures represented an increase from Wave 1, when those
aged 16-17 had better awareness (93 per cent) than respondents aged 13-15 (91 per cent)
and 18-20 (88 per cent). Results from both Waves are shown in Figure 3b.

Figure 3b: Awareness of Connexions, by ethnic group and age
Base: All respondents (Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs n=16,120, Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs n=18,117)

13-15 %
93
16-17
98
B Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs
@ Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs
88
18-20
97

Wave 2 results showed no significant difference in awareness level between the Partnership
service delivery model. Virtually all of those within Direct Delivery Partnerships (98 per
cent) and those within Sub-contracted Partnerships (97 per cent) were aware of
Connexions. The Direct Delivery figure had only increased very slightly from Wave 1 (96
per cent) but the Sub-contracted figure was significantly higher (85 per cent) than the initial
measure. It is possible that Sub-contracted services were not clearly branded as
Connexions at the outset. An increase in national advertising may have had a positive

influence on the branding of such services.
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Figure 3a: Awareness of Connexions, by mode of delivery
Base: All respondents (Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs n=16,120, Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs n=18,117)

96 %
Direct Delivery

98

B Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs

@ Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs

Sub-contracted
97

At Wave 2, level of awareness vatied only very slightly between the 15 Partnership areas.
Level of awareness was 99 per cent among respondents from Humber and the vast
majority of Phase 1 Partnership areas were only one or two percentage points lower.
Awareness of Connexions was lowest in Milton Keynes, Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire
and South Yorkshire CXPs, where 95 per cent of respondents had heard of Connexions
prior to the interview. It is worth noting that this is still a high level of awareness. All

three of these Partnerships provided the service through Sub-contractors.

The level of awareness between Partnership areas at Wave 2 was often significantly
different from Wave 1. In the previous survey, Cheshire and Cumbria (98 per cent) had
the highest levels of awareness, with all but one other area achieving awareness levels of
around 86 per cent or better. Just 65 per cent of respondents in Milton Keynes,
Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire CXP had heard of Connexions prior to the interview at
Wave 1.
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Usage of Connexions

Contact with Connexions

Of the respondents who had heard of Connexions in Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs, 87 per cent of
young people recalled having talked to a Personal Adviser (PA) or someone else from
Connexions. This represented an increase from Wave 1 when 82 per cent of respondents

gave this response.

As might be expected, among those who had heard of Connexions, young people identified
as Priority 3 (83 per cent) were less likely to remember talking to someone than those
receiving a higher level of support. There was little difference in recall of contact between

Priority 1 and Priority 2 respondents (93 per cent and 91 per cent respectively).

All three of these figures are several percentage points higher than in Wave 1. Unlike Wave
2, these results also showed a difference in recall between Priority 1 and Priority 2
respondents (87 per cent and 84 per cent respectively). Table 4a shows the results from

both Waves, broken down by priority category.

Table 4a: Whether talked to a PA or anyone else from Connexions
Base: All who had heard of Connexions

All Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs All Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs
(n=14,746) (n=17,670)
% %
Overall 82 87
Priority 1 87 93
Priority 2 84 91
Priority 3 79 83

Unlike Wave 1, the proportion of respondents who had been in contact with Connexions
did not vary by type of Partnership delivery in Wave 2. In Direct Delivery Partnerships 88
per cent of respondents who had heard of Connexions reported having talked to someone
at Connexions. In Wave 1 this percentage was very similar (89 per cent). Where the
service was delivered by a Sub-contractor, 86 per cent of respondents who had heard of
Connexions reported such contact. This represented a significant increase from Wave 1

when seven in ten (72 per cent) of respondents reported contact.

Table 4b: Contact with Connexions, by mode of delivery
Base: All who had heard of Connexions

All Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs All Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs
(n=14,746) (n=17,670)
% %
Overall 82 87
Direct Delivery 89 88
Sub-contracted 72 86
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Looking at individual Partnerships at Wave 2, almost all the respondents who had heard of
Connexions in Coventry & Warwickshire and Suffolk (94 per cent and 93 per cent
respectively) recalled talking to someone at Connexions. Conversely, only 67 per cent of
respondents in South Yorkshire who had heard of Connexions recalled speaking to
someone. Generally there were only small changes in results between Wave 1 and Wave 2.
However, there were significant increases in Milton Keynes, Oxfordshire &
Buckinghamshire (65 per cent to 85 per cent), Humber (72 per cent to 88 per cent), the
Black Country (from 78 per cent to 90 per cent) and Coventry & Warwickshire (from 86
per cent to 94 per cent). In Cheshire & Warrington there was a significant decrease in the
proportion of respondents who recalled talking to someone at Connexions (from 93 per

cent down to 86 per cent).

At both Waves, the Partnerships with the lowest proportion of respondents who recalled
contact with Connexions tended to be Sub-contracted. This suggests that branding issues
could be a contributory factor to these figures. However, as shown in Table 4b, there is
little overall difference between the two types of delivery model and therefore this may

only be an issue with certain Sub-contracted Partnerships.

There was little variation when analysing Wave 2 responses by ethnic group. White
respondents were as likely to have recalled talked to someone at Connexions as those from
minority ethnic backgrounds (both 87 per cent). There were no significant differences
between the Black, Asian and Mixed ethnic sub-groups. All of these results represented
increases from Wave 1. Table 4c shows that there was a significant difference between
White and non-White respondents at Wave 1 (83 per cent and 79 per cent respectively).
The latter was largely due to the lower proportion of Asian respondents who recalled
talking to someone at Connexions (75 per cent, compared to 81 per cent of Black
respondents). The lower contact figure for Asian respondents could be linked to Priority

category as they were more likely to be assigned to Priority categories 2 and 3.

At Wave 2, respondents aged 16-17 who had heard of Connexions were more likely to
have talked to someone at Connexions (90 per cent) than those aged 13-15 (83 per cent)
and 18-20 (86 per cent). At Wave 1 there was little variation between the three age groups.

Table 4c shows the results from both Waves, broken down by ethnic group and age.
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4.2

Table 4c: Contact with Connexions, by ethnic group and age
Base: All who had heard of Connexions

All Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs All Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs
(n=14,746) (n=17,670)
% %
Overall 82 87
White 83 87
Non-White 79 87
13-15 81 83
16-17 83 90
18-20 81 86

Type of contact with Connexions

Respondents were asked not only whether they had been in contact with someone from
Connexions, but if so, how they made contact. Results for these questions on mode of
contact are shown in Figure 4a. Three quarters (77 per cent) of respondents who had
heard of Connexions specifically mentioned that they had spoken to someone on a one-to-
one basis. One quarter (23 per cent) mentioned a group session and 12 per cent mentioned
a telephone conversation. Respondents receiving intensive or medium support (Priority 1
and 2) were more likely to have spoken to someone on the telephone (18 per cent and 16
per cent respectively) and also to have spoken to someone on a one-to-one basis (84 per
cent and 85 per cent respectively). Those in Priority 3 were the most likely to mention

having attended a group session (27 per cent).

Figure 4a: Mode of contact, by Priority category (Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs)
Base: All who had heard of Connexions (n=17,670)

0 On telephone @ One-to-one O Group session H No %

Overall | 1

Priority 1 1

Priority 2 | 16 n 9
Priority 3 | 8 16

N
©
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Differences existed when looking at the method of contact by gender and age (see Figure
4b). Male respondents (78 per cent) were slightly more likely than female respondents (76
per cent) to have spoken to someone on a one-to-one basis. They were also more likely
than female respondents to have spoken to someone on the telephone (14 per cent and 11
per cent respectively). Female respondents (25 per cent) were slightly more likely to have

spoken to someone in a group session than male respondents (22 per cent).

Respondents aged 18-20 were more likely to have spoken to someone on the telephone (24
per cent) than those aged 16-17 (13 per cent) and 13-15 (four per cent). Older respondents
were also more likely to have spoken to someone on a one-to-one basis (80 per cent of
those aged 18-20 and 82 per cent of those aged 16-17) than younger respondents (65 per
cent of those aged 13-15). However, those aged 13-15 were more likely to have had
contact with Connexions through a group session (33 per cent) than those aged 16-17 (22
per cent) and 18-20 (12 per cent). Contact with Connexions through group sessions was
also more likely among 16 year old respondents (25 per cent) than 17 year olds (17 per
cent). This finding could be linked to the activity status of the respondent as 28 per cent of
those in full time education had been in contact with someone from Connexions in a group
session. This corresponds to the most common activity status for respondents aged 16 and

below.

Figure 4b: Mode of contact, by gender and age (Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs)
Base: All who had heard of Connexions (n=17,670)
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4.3

In relation to activity status those looking after their home or family were most likely to
have spoken to someone at Connexions over the telephone (41 per cent). Respondents in
full time education were less likely to have spoken to someone from Connexions over the
phone (six per cent). Furthermore, a lower proportion of respondents in full-time
education had talked to Connexions in a one-to-one session (72 per cent), whereas higher
propottions of respondents who were on government supported training schemes (93 per
cent), unemployed and not looking for work (92 per cent) or unemployed and looking for

work (88 per cent) had talked to someone in a one-to-one session.

There were only slight variations in contact method by ethnic group. Respondents from

White ethnic backgrounds were more likely to have spoken to someone on the telephone
(13 per cent) or attended a group session (24 per cent) then respondents from non-White
ethnic backgrounds (10 per cent and 21 per cent respectively). There were no differences

in the proportion of each group who had talked to someone in a one-to-one session.

Frequency of contact with Connexions

Of all Wave 2 respondents in Phase 1 areas who had talked to someone at Connexions,
such as a Personal Adviser, 21 per cent had been in contact only once, 47 per cent had
between two and four contacts and 31 per cent had contacted Connexions five times or
more. These results were very similar to Wave 1 (19 per cent, 46 per cent and 32 per cent

respectively).

Among those who had been in contact with Connexions, young people in Priority 1 tended
to have a higher average number of contacts with Connexions (see Figure 4c). For
example, of respondents interviewed in Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs, 50 per cent of those in
Priority 1 reported having five or more contacts, compared with 37 per cent of those in
Priority 2 and 20 per cent in Priority 3. This is unsurprising as it is logical for those
receiving intensive support to be seen more frequently by Connexions staff. Wave 1 results

were once again very similar to those recorded in Wave 2.
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Figure 4c: Number of contacts with Connexions, by Priority category (Wave 2 Phase 1
CXPs)
Base: All respondents who have talked to someone from Connexions (n=15,371)

Once 2 —4 times 5+ times "

Frequency of contact also increased with age at both Waves. In Wave 2, 44 per cent of 18-
20 year olds had five or more contacts compared to 33 per cent of 16-17 year olds and 21
per cent of 13-15 year olds. Although Priority category is related to number of contacts,
age is also an influential factor as 18-20 year olds receiving Priority 1 support were still
more likely to have had contact with Connexions five times or more (55 per cent) than 13-
15 year olds receiving Priority 1 support (42 per cent). However, it is important to note
that the question asked about contact with Connexions at any time, rather than just within,
say, the last 12 months. This limits the number of contacts possible for younger
respondents who have had less opportunity to be in contact with Connexions simply
because they have not been in the age range covered by the service for as long as older
respondents. Being in full-time education may also restrict access to Connexions during

office hours. Very similar figures were achieved in Wave 1.

Frequency of contact with Connexions is a factor closely linked to overall satisfaction with
the Connexions Service as 95 per cent of those who had contacted Connexions five times

or more stated that they were satisfied with Connexions compared to 90 per cent of those

who had contacted someone at Connexions only once. Again, there was little or no

difference from Wave 1 (where 93 per cent of those who had been in contact five times or
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4.4

more and 87 per cent of those had been in contact once said that they were satisfied with

Connexions).

Topics discussed with Personal Advisers

Respondents were asked whether they had discussed each of nine different topics with staff
from the Connexions Service. As shown in Figure 4d, respondents used Connexions
predominantly to discuss careers, education or training at both Waves. Nevertheless,
young people reported speaking to Connexions about a wide range of subjects, including
personal issues such as stress and bullying. A similar pattern of results was seen in both
Waves of the survey, with the biggest difference being a decline in the proportion who had
discussed work-based training/learning (from 58 per cent at Wave 1 to 51 per cent at Wave
2 in Phase 1 areas). This may be linked to the increase in the proportion of respondents

who were in full-time education.

In Wave 2, 40 per cent of those young people who talked to a Connexions Personal
Adpviser said they discussed at least one of the more personal topics - not just cateers,
education or work based training or learning. In Wave 1 the equivalent figure was 36 per

cent.

Figure 4d: Topics discussed with Personal Adviser or someone at Connexions
Base: All respondents who have talked to someone from Connexions (Wave 1 Phase 1
n=12,438, Wave 2 Phase 1 n=15,371)
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As would be expected, discussions about the more personal subjects increased with the
level of support the young person was receiving (see Figure 4e). For instance, in Wave 2
24 per cent of young people who were in Priority 1 had spoken about feeling stressed,
under pressure or being depressed. The figures for those in Priority 2 and 3 were 14 per
cent and 10 per cent respectively. A very similar picture was found at Wave 1; for example
19 per cent of young people in Priority 1 had spoken about stress, compared with 11 per

cent of those in Priority 2 and seven per cent in Priority 3.

Figure 4e: Topics discussed with Personal Adviser or someone from Connexions, by
Priority category (excluding job- and education-related topics) (Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs)
Base: All respondents who have talked to someone from Connexions (n=15,371)
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It is not surprising that older respondents were more likely to discuss issues like work,
money or benefits and housing, while younger respondents were more likely to mention
education or bullying (see Figure 4f). It is interesting to note that younger respondents
were more likely than older respondents to discuss more personal issues such as feeling

stressed or under pressure, alcohol or drugs and contraception or sexual health issues.

Also young people did not solely discuss the subjects immediately related to their current

situation, but seem to use Connexions to plan their future activities. Even though almost
all respondents in the 13-15 age group are in full time education, 83 per cent of this group
who had talked to someone at Connexions had spoken about jobs and careers, and 41 per
cent had discussed work-based training. These results were very similar to those achieved

in Wave 1 in Phase 1 areas.
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Figure 4f: Topics discussed with Personal Adviser, by age (Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs)
Base: All respondents who have talked to someone from Connexions (n=15,371)
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There were only minor differences between male and female respondents, with female
respondents being slightly more likely to discuss contraception, housing, stress, and
education than male respondents. Male respondents were slightly more likely to have
discussed work-based training or learning and alcohol and drugs than females. Results for

Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs are shown in Figure 4g.
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Figure 4g: Topics discussed with Personal Adviser, by gender (Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs)
Base: All respondents who have talked to someone from Connexions (n=15,371)
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Topics discussed can also be linked to the activity status of the respondent. The activity
status groups most likely to discuss education with Personal Advisers were those taking a
break from study (82 per cent), those in full-time education (77 per cent) and those looking
after home or family (76 per cent). A higher proportion of those in full time employment
(92 per cent), on Modern Apprenticeships (91 per cent) or other Government-supported
training (92 per cent) spoke to Connexions Personal Advisers about jobs and careers.
Respondents who said they were looking after the home or family were more likely to have

spoken about housing issues (43 per cent).

Usefulness of advice

Irrespective of the topic discussed, the large majority of respondents in Wave 2 Phase 1
CXPs stated that the advice received was useful. Overall ‘usefulness’ ratings (those saying
the advice or support received was either “fairly useful’ or ‘very useful’) ranged from 86 per
cent for housing advice to 94 per cent for advice on stress and sexual health in the second
wave of the survey in Phase 1 Partnerships. For Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs a very similar
pattern of answers was seen, ranging from 86 per cent for housing advice to 93 per cent for

advice on contraception and sexual health.

See Chapter 7 on Satisfaction with the Connexions Service for further analysis.
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4.6

Referrals to other organisations

Thirty-nine per cent of respondents in Phase 1 CXPs at Wave 2 who had spoken to
someone at Connexions reported having been referred to another organisation or service
provider. This was higher than at Wave 1, when 36 per cent of respondents reported a
referral. A slightly higher proportion of Wave 2 respondents receiving minimal support (41
per cent) had been referred somewhere else compared to those receiving intensive (38 per
cent) or medium support (35 per cent). Wave 1 results showed a very different pattern by
Priority category, with those receiving intensive support much more likely to have been
referred (42 per cent) than those receiving medium/minimal support (35 per cent in each

case).

Older respondents were also more likely to be referred to another organisation than
younger respondents with 41 per cent of 18-20 years being referred compared to 39 per
cent of 13-15 year olds and 38 per cent of 16-17 year olds. Wave 1 results were very similar

in this respect.

As Figure 4h shows, the most common referral points at Wave 2 were (other) Connexions
Offices (15 per cent). Job Centres, colleges or universities and websites were also frequent
referral points. Results were, however, different from those achieved in Wave 1. Job
Centres (17 per cent) and colleges or universities (16 per cent) were the most common
referral points for Wave 1 respondents. Both were significantly higher than the
comparative figures for Wave 2. Conversely, just seven per cent of respondents mentioned

Connexions offices at Wave 1.
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Figure 4h: Organisation respondents were referred to
Base: All respondents who were referred to other organisations (Wave 1 Phase 1 n=4,507;
Wave 2 Phase 1 n=5,894)
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In Wave 2 Phase 1 Partnership areas, young people receiving Priority 3 support (18 per
cent) were more likely to be referred to a Connexions office than those receiving Priority 2
(12 per cent) or Priority 1 support (10 per cent). Those receiving minimum support were
also more likely to have been referred to a website (15 per cent) than those receiving
medium or intensive support (eight per cent and four per cent respectively). Respondents
receiving intensive support were more likely to be referred to named locations (16 per cent)
that could not be coded (as they did not provide any information on the nature of the
location) and Job Centres (14 per cent) than those receiving minimum support (six per cent

and eight per cent).

There were also differences by age. At Wave 2, 22 per cent of 13-15 year olds reported
having been referred to a Connexions office compared with 14 per cent of 16-17 year olds
and five per cent of 18-20 year olds. Speculatively, this may reference the initial point of
engagement with the Service — in these cases, quite probably at school. Respondents aged
18-20 were more likely to be referred to Job Centres (28 per cent) than respondents aged
16-17 (10 per cent) and 13-15 (two per cent). Respondents aged 13-15 were more likely to
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be referred to inanimate sources of information like websites (15 per cent) than
respondents aged 16 and over (nine per cent). It could be that the information required by
younger respondents was more for future use (rather than for immediate action) than was

the case for older respondents. Results tended to be fairly similar at Wave 1.

Referrals also varied by the ethnic origin of the respondent. In Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs,
those from Mixed ethnic backgrounds (19 per cent) were more likely to be referred to
Connexions offices than respondents from Asian (16 per cent), White (15 per cent) or
Black (13 per cent) ethnic backgrounds. Asian respondents were less likely than
respondents from other ethnic backgrounds to have been referred to a Job Centre (six per
cent). However, they were more likely to have been referred to inanimate sources of
information like websites and books/leaflets (both 12 per cent). The findings specific to

respondents from ethnic backgrounds were very similar in Wave 1.

The nature of the referrals varied greatly by individual Partnerships. In Wave 2,
respondents who had been referred to a Connexions office varied from 24 per cent in
Cheshire & Warrington to just six per cent in Suffolk. Similar patterns were evident at
Wave 1.
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Awareness and usage of other services for young people

This chapter looks at responses to questions about other services available to young

people:

whether the respondent had heard of the Connexions Youth Charter;

whether the respondent had heard of the Connexions Card (including whether s/he
had a Connexions Card, and whether s/he heard about it from someone at the

Connexions Service);

whether the respondent had heard of/used Connexions Direct and whether s/he heard

about it from Connexions;

whether the respondent had heard of/claimed Education Maintenance Allowance and

whether s/he heard about it from Connexions.

Awareness of the Connexions Youth Charter

All Connexions Partnerships are required to have a Connexions Youth Charter setting out

the role of the Service and what young people can expect from it. It is defined in a CSNU

document (‘Connexions Youth Charter: Guidance for Practitioners and Young People’,
2002) thus:

“The basic Connexions Youth Charter is the ‘label on the tin’ for the Connexions

Service. So it does three things:
It tells young people what the Connexions Service is and what it can do for them.

It shows a list of the main ‘ingredients’ of the Connexions Service. For example:

how to get help, how young people should be treated and how they can have their
say.

It says what young people can do if they are not happy with the Service.

The Youth Charter will often be a young person’s first contact with Connexions. The
basic Youth Charter should be something they will want to pick up and keep. It
should help them to find out about Connexions and remind them of what they can

expect from the Service.”

40
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Respondents were asked whether they had heard of the Connexions Youth Charter. Only
four per cent of young people had actually heard of the charter, which is consistent with

awareness levels for Wave 1 Phase 1 CXDPs.

When looking at awareness of the Connexions Youth Charter by sub-group there were few
differences. Younger respondents aged 13-15 were only slightly more likely to have heard
of the Connexion Youth Charter (five per cent) than those aged 16-17 (four per cent), and
those aged 18-20 (three per cent). Respondents who said they had a disability were more
likely to be aware of the Youth Charter than those who said they did not (six per cent vs.

four per cent).

Furthermore there was little variation between Connexions Partnerships. The highest level
of awareness was found in Milton Keynes, Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire, Shropshire,
Telford & Wrekin and Lincolnshire & Rutland CXPs where six per cent of those who had
spoken to someone at Connexions were aware of the Youth Charter. Conversely in West

of England and Greater Merseyside CXPs, only three per cent were awate of it.

Connexions Card

The Connexions Card is a secure smartcard that is available free to all 16-19 year olds in
England. The card allows young people to collect points for learning, training and taking
part in voluntary activities.” The points they collect can then be redeemed for rewards such
as ‘money can’t buy’ experiences (examples include backstage passes at pop concerts and
behind the scenes days with Premier Division football clubs) and free or discounted goods
and services. The survey contained a series of questions about awareness, ownership and

source of awareness of the Connexions Card.

5.2.1 Awareness of the Connexions Card

Thirty-one percent of young people had heard of the Connexions Card at Wave 2 in Phase
1 CXPs. There was no great difference in awareness by age with 33 per cent of 16-20 year

olds aware of the card compared to 28 per cent of 13-15 year olds. (The Connexions Card
is targeted at all young people aged 16 to 19). Awareness did not vary significantly between

ethnic groups, or between those with and without disabilities.

> Connexions Personal Advisers can also award young people points for achieving personal development and

learning goals.
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The partnership with the lowest level of awareness was the Black Country where 15 per
cent of young people who had spoken to someone at Connexions had heard of the card.

In contrast, Cornwall & Devon had the highest level of awareness at 39 per cent.

Awareness of the Connexions Card has increased by Phase. Nineteen per cent of
respondents at Wave 1 in Phase 1 CXPs had heard of the Connexions Card compared with
25 per cent of Phase 2 Partnership respondents and 28 per cent of those in Phase 3
Partnerships. This almost certainly reflects the progress of the roll-out of the Connexions
Card.

5.2.2 Source of awareness of the Connexions Card

Of those young people who had heard of the Connexions Card, 54 percent had heard of it
through someone at Connexions. This compares to 52 per cent at Wave 1 in Phase 1
CXPs.

As shown in Figure 5a, the proportion of young people who had heard of the card through
someone at Connexions decreased with the level of support provided, from 62 per cent for
Priority 1 young people to 51 per cent for Priority 2 and 3. This may be because young
people in Priority 2 and 3 generally seem to have less direct contact with the Connexions

Service.

Figure 5a: Proportion of respondents who heard of the Connexions Card through
someone at Connexions (Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs)
Base: All respondents who have heard of the Connexions Card (n=4,718)

%
Priority 1 62
Priority 2 51
Priority 3 51

Males were more likely to have heard about the Connexions Card through someone at
Connexions than females (56 per cent compared with 51 per cent), but this could be linked

to the fact that males were more likely than females to be assigned to Priority 1. Young
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people aged 13-15 were more likely to have heard of the Connexions Card through

someone at Connexions than those aged 16-20 (60 per cent compared with 51 per cent).

Respondents in Cheshire & Warrington were most likely to have heard about the card
through someone at Connexions (61 per cent of those who had heard of the card), while

respondents in Cumbria were least likely (42 per cent).

5.2.3 Ownership of the Connexions Card

All young people who had heard of the Connexions Card were asked if they had one.
Forty-one per cent of those who had heard of the card said they had their own card, which
equates to 13 per cent of all young people who have talked to a PA or anyone from
Connexions. This compares to 39 per cent of those who had heard of the card, and seven

per cent of all who had talked to someone at Connexions at Wave 1 in Phase 1 areas.

There were some differences in ownership of the card by sub groups. Respondents aged
16-20 were most likely to have one: 14 per cent of 16-20 year olds who had spoken to
someone from Connexions had a card, compared with nine per cent of 13-15 year olds.
This is in line with the targeting of the card — which technically is only available to those
aged 16 or over.” There was no variation in ownership between members of different

ethnic groups, or between those with and without disabilities.

Take-up of the Connexions Card was highest in North London where 17 per cent of young
people who had spoken to someone at Connexions had one. The partnership with the
lowest level of take-up was the Black Country where five per cent of Connexions users had

one.

Connexions Direct

Connexions Direct is an interactive, multi-media service for young people age 13-19 that
offers quick access to information and advice on a wide range of topics through the

website www.Connexions-direct.com. Connexions Direct advisers atre also available via

telephone, web chat, email or text message, offering confidential advice and practical help

6 As Cards are issued to young people in Year 11 onwards, there will inevitably be some Cardholders who are
aged 15 at the time of issue. There is also provision to issue Catds to young people who have not reached 16

but who are in accelerated learning.
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to young people. Access to Connexions Direct advisers is available from 8:00 am to 2:00

am seven days a week.

Questions on awateness and usage of Connexions Direct were introduced for the Wave 1
Phase 2 and 3 CXP fieldwork and were included in the Wave 2 Phase 1 CXP survey.

5.3.1 Awareness of Connexions Direct

Just over a third of young people were aware of Connexions Direct (37 per cent). Priority
of respondent seemed to be the most influential factor in terms of awareness of the service.
Priority 1 respondents were least likely to have heard of the service — only 34 per cent were
aware - compared to 37 per cent of Priority 2 and 39 per cent of Priority 3 respondents.
Female respondents were also slightly more aware of the service than males (39 per cent

compared with 35 per cent). These findings are similar to those of the previous waves.

Those satisfied with the Connexions Service were also more likely to be aware of
Connexions Direct than those who were not satisfied — 38 per cent compared to 29 per

cent.

5.3.2 Usage of Connexions Direct

Respondents who were aware of the service were then asked whether they had contacted

Connexions Direct and which method(s) they had used to do so.

For Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs 15 per cent of those who had heard of the service had contacted
Connexions Direct. (This represents six per cent of all respondents who had been in
contact with someone from Connexions in Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs.) In comparison, for
Phase 2 and 3 partnership areas at Wave 1, 19 per cent had contacted Connexions Direct

(seven per cent of all who had been in contact with Connexions).

Telephone was by far the most popular method of contact for Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs
respondents, with 75 per cent of those who had contacted Connexions Direct saying they
had done so by telephone. A fifth (21 per cent) of people who had contacted the service
had used email, ten per cent had contacted via web chat and six per cent had done so via
SMS/text message. This pattern of usage, on first look, contrasts with Connexions Direct
management information which suggests a greater use of e-communication channels. This
may however reflect the different characteristics of recording across the two sources of

data with management information also counting repeated service usage.
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In Wave 1 Phase 2 and 3 CXPs, 82 per cent of respondents who had contacted
Connexions Direct said they used the telephone, 14 per cent said they used email, nine per

cent said they used the web and five percent said they used SMS - Figure 5b shows this

comparison.

Figure 5b: Methods used to contact Connexions Direct
Base: All respondents who have contacted Connexions Direct
(Wave 1 Phase 2/3 n=1,728; Wave 2 Phase 1 n=850)
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There were differences in terms of usage of Connexions Direct among subgroups in Wave
2 Phase 1 CXPs. In terms of gender, although female respondents were more likely to be
aware of Connexions Direct (as discussed in the previous section), male respondents were

actually more likely to have contacted the service (17 per cent compared with 13 per cent).

Looking at usage of Connexions Direct in terms of age shows clear differences amongst
the age groups. Table 5a shows a breakdown of each age group by usage of Connexions

Direct, based on all young people who had heard of the service.
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Table 5a: Usage of Connexions Direct by age of respondent (Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs)
Base: All respondents who had heard of Connexions Direct (n=5,660)

Age 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
(n=90) (n=260) (n=1,176) (n=2,222) (n=962) (n=623) (n=294) (n=23)

% % % % % % % %

Any contact 8 7 9 12 24 22 21 28

Telephone 3 4 4 8 20 19 18 17

Email 5 3 2 3 4 2 3 10
SMS/ text 3 - 1 1 1 2 - -
Webchat - 2 2 1 2 1 1 -
Don’t know - - * 1 2 1 1 -
Not stated - - - * * - - -
No contact 92 93 91 87 74 77 78 72

Clearly usage of Connexions Direct increases with age. The proportion who said they had
contact with Connexions Direct increases the older respondents get. From the data it

appears telephone contact post-16 drives this increase. Looking at individual year groups,
and excluding twenty year olds (as the base size here is too low for reliable analysis), those

aged seventeen were the most likely year group to have used the service.

Education Maintenance Allowance

Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is a payment made to young people to
encourage them to continue their education after the age of 16. Young people were asked

about their general awareness of EMA, about the source of their awareness and whether
they had claimed EMA.

At the time of fieldwork for Phase 1 Partnerships at Wave 1, questions regarding EMA
were only asked in those eight Partnerships where EMA was understood to be available in
at least one Local Education Authority (LEA) in the area. These CXPs were Black
Country, Cornwall & Devon, Coventry & Warwickshire’, Greater Merseyside, Humber,
London North, South Yorkshire and Suffolk. Questions about EMA wete asked in a//
Phase 1 partnerships at Wave 2 (as they were in Phase 2 and 3 Partnerships at Wave 1 of

the research).

The national EMA roll-out was not scheduled to finish until September 2004, so at Wave 2
fieldwork (March to June 2004), EMA was still not available in all Phase 1 Partnerships.

7 It was subsequently discovered that Coventry & Watwickshire had been included in etror as EMA was not

available in any of the constituent LEAs.
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Table 5b shows which LEAs are included in each Connexions Partnership area. The LEAs
where EMA was available are highlighted in bold.

Table 5b: Local Education Authorities covered by Connexions Partnership areas

Phase 1 Partnership areas Local Education Authorities covered
(areas where EMA was available at Wave 2 fieldwork
shown in bold)

Black Country Dudley / Sandwell / Walsall /Wolverhampton

Cheshire & Warrington Cheshire / Warrington

Coventry & Warwickshire Coventry / Warwickshire

Cumbria Cumbria

Devon & Cornwall Cornwall / Devon / Isles of Scilly / Plymouth / Torbay

Greater Merseyside Halton / Knowsley / Liverpool / Sefton / St Helen’s /
Wirral

Humber City of Hull / East Riding / North East Lincolnshire
North Lincolnshire

Lincolnshire & Rutland Lincolnshire / Rutland

Milton Keynes Oxfordshire & Milton Keynes / Oxfordshire / Buckinghamshire

Buckinghamshire

North London Barnet / Enfield / Haringey / Waltham Forest

Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin Shropshire / Telford / Wrekin

South Yorkshire Barnsley / Doncaster / Rotherham / Sheffield

South London Kingston-upon-Thames / Merton / Sutton / Croydon /
Bromley / Richmond-upon-Thames

Suffolk Suffolk

West of England Bristol / Bath / North Somerset / North East Somerset
South Gloucestershire

During fieldwork for Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs a national TV and press advertising campaign
was carried out as part of the roll-out for EMA (which was scheduled to be completed in
September 2004). The media campaign will undoubtedly have affected awareness of EMA
in Phase 1 Wave 2 partnerships, and this should be borne in mind when assessing the

results.

5.4.1 Awareness of EMA

In Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs, all young people who had contact with Connexions in every
Partnership were asked whether they had ever heard about EMA. Fifty-nine per cent of

young people were aware of EMA - which was much higher than for the other phases.

In Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs, 56 per cent had heard of EMA (but as previously discussed the
questions on EMA were only asked in CXPs where at least some of the local education
authorities were running EMA pilot schemes). In Wave 1 Phase 2 CXPs, 36 per cent had
heard about EMA, with a similar proportion - 35 per cent - having heard of EMA in Wave
1 Phase 3 CXPs (the questions were asked in all Partnership areas for Phase 2 and 3
regardless of whether EMA was available in the Partnership).
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The high level of awareness at Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs is probably a result (at least in part)
of the advertising campaign running at the same time as fieldwork — particularly given (as

table 5b showed) not all partnerships had EMA available at the time.

There were several differences in levels of awareness of EMA among subgroups in Wave 2
Phase 1 CXPs. Awareness of EMA was greater amongst those young people who received
the least amount of support from Connexions than amongst those who received a higher
level of support: 65 per cent in Priority 3, 57 per cent in Priority 2 and 49 per cent in
Priority 1. This is likely to be due to the fact that young people in Priority 3 (minimum
support) are more likely to be in further education than young people receiving higher

levels of support.

As you would expect there were major differences in awareness between age groups.
Young people aged 16 and 17 were the most likely to have heard of EMA; in Wave 2
among Phase 1 CXPs, 64 per cent of those aged 16-17 had heard of EMA compared with
55 per cent aged 13-15 and 51 per cent of those aged 18-20. In the first wave of the survey
among Phase 2 and 3 CXPs, 39 per cent aged 16-20 had heard of EMA (with little
difference in awareness between 16-17 year olds and 18-20 year olds) compared to only 23

per cent aged 13-15.

Looking more closely at the individual age groups from Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs, the highest
awareness of EMA was actually amongst 15 and 16 year olds (65 per cent and 71 per cent

respectively).

In previous waves young people from White backgrounds were less likely to have heard of
EMA than minority ethnic young people (55 per cent compared with 65 per cent of
minority ethnic young people at Wave 1 in Phase 1 areas; 33 per cent compared with 53 per
cent at Wave 1 in Phase 2 and 3 areas). However this pattern had eroded somewhat in the
second wave survey of Phase 1 CXPs with 59 per cent of both white and non white young
people having heard of EMA. However, looking at the data in more detail, those from
Asian or Black backgrounds specifically were more likely to say they had heard of EMA
than their White counterparts; 67 per cent of Asian and 63 per cent percent of Black young

people had heard of EMA compared to 59 per cent of white young people.

Young people with long-standing illnesses or disabilities were less likely (54 per cent) to
have heard of EMA than those without such disabilities (60 per cent). This was particularly
the case for those whose disabilities limited their activity, although still as many as half (52
per cent) of this group had heard of EMA.
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5.4.2 Source of awareness of EMA

Young people who had heard of EMA were then asked whether or not they had heard of it
through someone at Connexions. Of those who had heard of EMA in Wave 2 Phase 1
CXPs, 35 per cent had heard about it through someone at Connexions. This compares to
33 per cent in the first wave survey of Phase 1 CXPs and 35 per cent in Phase 2 and 3
CXPs.

As shown in Figure 5c, young people receiving a higher level of support from Connexions
were more likely to have heard of EMA through someone at Connexions than those

receiving a lower level of support.

Figure 5c: Proportion of respondents who heard about EMA through someone at
Connexions

Base: All respondents who had heard of EMA (Wave 2 Phase 1 n=8,877, Wave 1 Phase 1
n=3,071; Phase 2/3 n = 8,603)

%

41

44
44

Priority 1

38

Priority 2 4

37

|

31 O Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs

Priority 3 28 O Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs
d 29

B Wave 1 Phase 2/3 CXPs

5.4.3 Claiming EMA

Of those young people who had heard of EMA through someone at Connexions, 22 per
cent from Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs went on to claim EMA. This compares to 27 per cent
from the first wave survey of Phase 1 CXPs and 23 per cent from Phase 2/3 CXPs. A
further two per cent of young people at Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs applied for EMA but were
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unsuccessful (compared to four percent of young people across all partnerships at the first

wave).

Amongst subgroups there were some differences between the young people who claimed
EMA. As with awareness of EMA, white young people were less likely to have claimed
EMA (21 per cent compared with 25 per cent of Asian and 28 per cent of Black young
people from Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs).

There were also differences between age groups when it came to claiming EMA - as would
be expected given the fact EMA is only available post 16. The highest proportion of young
people (who had heard of EMA through Connexions) actually claiming assistance were
found amongst 17, 18 and 19 year olds (29 per cent, 37 per cent and 34 per cent
respectively). However it is perhaps interesting to note 18 per cent of 15 year olds who had

heard of EMA through Connexions said they actually claimed it.

There was little difference by gender — 21 per cent of males and 22 per cent of females who

had heard of EMA through Connexions said they went on to claim assistance.
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6.1

The impact of Connexions

This chapter looks at the evidence from the survey for impacts on young people arising

from their contacts with Connexions. In particular, the chapter covers:

e young people’s involvement in particular activities, and whether this involvement was

as a result of their contact with Connexions;

e whether Connexions had helped respondents to decide what to do in the next couple

of years;

e whether young people had done anything as a result of contact with Connexions that

they had not considered doing before;

e respondents’ perceptions of the impact of Connexions on their personal confidence.

Involvement in activities

Respondents were asked whether they took part in any of the following activities and, if so,

whether they had got involved as a result of Connexions:

e ayouth centre or youth project;

e sports or other organised activities in their spare time;

e Millennium Volunteers or any other voluntary or charity work.

Table 6a shows the proportions of respondents who said they were involved in these

activities and, for each, whether this involvement was as a result of Connexions.

Table 6a: Proportion of respondents involved in each activity (Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs)
Base: All respondents who have had contact with Connexions / who are involved in activities

Youth Centre or Sports or other Millennium
Youth Project organised Volunteers or
activities in any other
spare time voluntary or
charity work
(n=15,371) (n=15,371) (n=15,371)
% Involved 11 43 8
(n=1,693) (n=6,527) (n=1,173)
% Involved as a result of Connexions 22 5 16
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6.1.1 Involvement in a Youth Centre or Youth Project

Only 11 per cent of respondents said that they were involved in a Youth Centre or Youth
Project. Of these, 22 per cent said they had got involved as a result of Connexions. There
has been almost no change in these proportions since Wave 1 (11 per cent and 23 per cent

respectively).

Priority 1 respondents were slightly more likely to be involved in these activities (15 per

cent, compared with 11 per cent for Priority 2 and 10 per cent for Priority 3 respondents),
and those in Priority 1 who were involved were more likely than those from other Priority
groups to be involved because of Connexions (34 per cent, compared with 24 per cent for

Priority 2 and 12 per cent for Priority 3 respondents).

Males were very slightly more likely than females to be involved (13 per cent versus nine

per cent), although they were no more likely to have become involved due to Connexions.

Involvement with Youth Centres or Projects declined with age. Sixteen per cent of
respondents aged 13 to 15 years said they were involved in such an activity. This figure fell
to 11 per cent for 16 to 17 year olds, and six per cent for those aged 18 and over.

However, there was little difference in whether their involvement was due to Connexions.

There were also differences in involvement by ethnicity. Seventeen per cent of black
respondents said they were involved in a youth centre or youth project, compared to 11 per
cent of white respondents, seven per cent of Asian respondents and 12 per cent of
respondents from mixed or other ethnic backgrounds. However, there was little difference
amongst those who were involved as to whether this was due to Connexions, with only the

Asian group any less likely than the other groups to say this (nine per cent).

Young people who said that they had a long-standing illness, disability or infirmity were
more likely to be involved in a youth centre or youth project than those without any illness
or disability (17 per cent compared to 11 per cent). They were also slightly more likely to

be involved because of Connexions (26 per cent compared to 21 per cent).

There was no overall difference between Partnerships with different modes of delivery, and
there were no major differences between the Partnerships. The Partnership with the
highest proportion of respondents saying they were involved in a Youth Project or Centre
was Suffolk (15 per cent) and the lowest were London North and Milton Keynes,
Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire (nine per cent each). Connexions South Yorkshire and
Connexions Suffolk had the highest proportion of respondents saying that their

involvement was due to Connexions (32 per cent and 31 per cent respectively).
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6.1.2 Involvement in sports or other organised activity in spare time

Opverall, 43 per cent of respondents said they were involved in sport or other organised
activities in their spare time - by far the most commonly undertaken activity of the three.
However, this was also the activity type where the impact of Connexions on participation

was least: only five per cent of those taking part attributed this to the Connexions Service.

There has been a slight increase in sports participation since Wave 1. For the phase 1
Partnerships at Wave 1, 40 per cent of respondents were involved in sport or other
organised activities. However, the level of involvement due to Connexions has not

changed in that time, remaining at five per cent.

Respondents classified as being Priority 3 (minimal intervention) were more likely to be
involved in sport or other organised activity than those in the other Priority categories: 50
per cent of those in Priority 3 took part in these activities, compared to 39 per cent of
those in Priority 2 and 34 per cent of those in Priority 1. However (as with Youth Centres
and Projects), where Priority 1 respondents were involved in sport or other organised
activity, this was more likely to be because of Connexions (11 per cent) than was the case
for those involved in these activities who were in Priority 2 (five per cent) or Priority 3

(three per cent).

One of the key differences in terms of involvement was by gender. Males were much more
likely to take part in sports or other organised activities than females: 53 per cent compared
to 33 per cent. However, the same proportion of those involved in these activities from

each gender said that their involvement was due to Connexions.

Younger respondents were more likely to take part than their older counterparts: 52 per
cent of those aged 13-to-15 years took part in sports or other organised activities,
compared to 41 per cent of those aged 16-to-17 and 35 per cent of those aged 18—to-20.
Again, participants of all ages were as likely to say they wete involved because of

Connexions.

Minority ethnic respondents were more likely than white respondents to take part in sport
or organised leisure activities (46 per cent of all minority ethnic respondents compared with
43 per cent of white respondents), but were no more likely to say this was due to

Connexions.

Young people with a long-standing illness, disability or infirmity were just as likely to take
part in sports or other organised activities as those without such an illness or disability.
However, they were slightly more likely to take part in such activities due to Connexions

(nine per cent compared to five per cent).
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There were considerable differences in participation in sports and other organised activities
by Partnership. The highest level of involvement in sports and other organised activities
was seen in Cheshire & Warrington (52 per cent), with the lowest being Black Country (34
per cent). However, in the Black Country eight per cent of those who did take part in
organised leisure activities said this was due to Connexions, compared to five per cent in

Cheshire & Warrington.

6.1.3 Involvement in Millennium Volunteers or other voluntary or
charitable work

The area with which fewest respondents were involved was Millennium Volunteers and
other voluntary or charity work. Only eight per cent said they did this, which is the same as
for Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs. Of those involved, 16 per cent said that it was because of

Connexions, which is very similar to the result for Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs (15 per cent).

At Wave 1 there was no relationship between involvement in voluntary and charity work
and Priority group. However, at Wave 2 those in Priority 3 (minimal support) are slightly
more likely to be involved in Millennium Volunteers and other voluntary and charity work
than those in Priority groups 1 and 2 (nine per cent compared to six per cent). However,
those in Priority 3 were not very likely to be involved because of Connexions (10 per cent),
whereas nearly a third (31per cent) of the young people in Priority 1 who were involved in

voluntary or charity work said that this was because of Connexions.

Involvement with voluntary or charity work was unrelated to age, but the proportion of
those involved due to Connexions rose slightly from 12 per cent of 13-to-15 year olds to
16 per cent of 16 to 17 year olds and 22 per cent of those aged 18 and over. Females were
slightly more likely than males to be involved in voluntary and charity work (nine per cent
compared with six per cent), but were no more or less likely to be involved because of

Connexions.

There was no difference in involvement in voluntary and charity work by ethnic group.
Young people with a long-standing illness, disability of infirmity were more likely to be
involved in Millennium Volunteers or other voluntary or charity work (11 per cent
compared to seven per cent), and were also more likely to be involved because of

Connexions (23 per cent compared to 14 per cent).

Once again there was no real difference by delivery mode. There was also little variation
between individual Partnerships in terms of involvement. However, there were some
differences in the proportion of those involved due to Connexions. In South Yorkshire, 29

per cent of those involved in voluntary or charity work said that is was due to Connexions.
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6.2

In Greater Merseyside, only eight per cent said that their involvement was due to

Connexions.

Did Connexions help respondents decide what to do?

Respondents were asked ‘Have the people at Connexions helped you decide what to do in
the next couple of years?’. The majority of respondents (70 per cent) said that Connexions
had helped them decide what to do in the next couple of years, which is a slight increase on
Wave 1 where 67 per cent of the Phase 1 Partnership respondents said that Connexions
had helped them. The increase was most marked among those who said that Connexions
had definitely helped them decide what to do next (a rise from 25 per cent to 32 per cent), as

Figure 6a shows.

Figure 6a: Whether Connexions helped respondent decide what to do in the next couple
of years, by wave

Base: All respondents who have had contact with Connexions (Wave 1 Phase 1 n=12,438,
Wave 2 Phase 1 n=15,371)

B Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs

O Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs

Yes - definitely

Yes — a bit

No

As at Wave 1, there was little difference between Priority groups in terms of saying that this
was definitely the case, but Priority 3 respondents were slightly more likely than other
groups to say they had been helped to decide a bit (see Table 6b).

BMRB International Report 45102-155 55




Table 6b: Whether Connexions helped respondents decide what to do (Wave 2 Phase 1

CXPs)
Base: All respondents who have had contact with Connexions (n=15,371)
All Priority 1 Priority 2 Priority 3
(n=15,371) (n=2,472) (n=5,785) (n=7,114)
% % % %
Yes — definitely 32 31 33 32
Yes — a bit 39 34 38 41
No 29 33 28 27

There was a small difference by gender, with females being more likely to say that they had
definitely been helped to make a decision about what to do than males (34 per cent
compared to 30 per cent). However, males were more likely to say they had been helped a
bit. Overall, slightly more males than females said that Connexions had not helped them to
make a decision about what to do in the next couple of years. White respondents were
more likely than non-white respondents to say that Connexions had helped them to make a

decision. Details are shown in Table 6c.

Table 6c: Whether Connexions helped respondents decide what to do (Wave 2 Phase 1

CXPs)
Base: All respondents who have had contact with Connexions (n=15,371)
Male Female White Non-white
(n=7,949) (n=7,371) (n=13,519) (n=1,776)
% % % %
Yes — definitely 30 34 32 27
Yes — a bit 40 37 39 39
No 30 28 28 32

Responses also differed significantly by respondent’s age, as shown in Figure 6b.

Figure 6b: Whether Connexions helped respondent decide what to do in the next couple
of years, by age of respondent
Base: All respondents who have had contact with Connexions (n=15,371)

%
Yes - definitely Yes — a bit No

13-15 35

18-20 23
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Respondents under the age of 18 were much more likely than older respondents to say that
the people at Connexions had definitely helped them decide what to do in the next couple
of years. In contrast, the proportions saying that Connexions had not helped them decide
what to do were higher in the older age groups. This may reflect the fact that respondents
in the younger age groups will be taking key decisions about what courses to take and

whether to stay on in education or leave to take up work or training.

There was a slight difference by mode of Partnership delivery, which was the same pattern
as found at Wave 1. Young people from Direct Delivery Partnerships were more likely
than those from Sub-contracted Partnerships (32 per cent versus 30 per cent) to say they
had definitely been helped to decide what to do. The proportion of respondents saying they
had been helped @ bit was almost identical for the two delivery modes (39 per cent in Direct
Delivery Partnerships, 38 per cent in Sub-contracted ones), with a higher proportion from
Sub-contracted Partnerships saying that Connexions had not helped them decide what to

do (31 per cent versus 28 per cent).

The Partnership area with the smallest proportion of young people saying that Connexions
had helped them decide what to do (either definitely or a bit) was LLondon North (64 per
cent) and the Partnership with the highest proportion was Coventry and Warwickshire (76

per cent).

Whether or not Connexions helped the respondent to decide what they want to do in the
next couple of years appears to be strongly linked to overall satisfaction with Connexions,
and with whether or not Connexions had a positive impact on a respondent’s confidence.
Of those satisfied with Connexions, 74 per cent said Connexions had helped them decide
what they want to do in the next couple of years, compared with 13 per cent of those who
were not satisfied. Similarly, of those who said that Connexions had made them more
confident, 85 per cent had been helped to decide what they wanted to do compared to 54

per cent of those whose confidence had not been changed by Connexions.

In terms of disability, there was no difference in terms of the likelihood of Connexions
helping respondents to decide what they want to do in the next couple of years between
those with a disability and those without — 70 and 71 per cent respectively. However,
looking more closely at those with a disability or long standing illness, there were
differences between those whose disability limited their activity and those whose disability
did not. Those whose disability limited their activity were less likely to say they had been
helped to decide what to do by Connexions (67 per cent) compared to those whose

disability did not (76 per cent)
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6.2.1 What Connexions helped respondents decide to do

Young people saying that the people at Connexions had helped them decide what to do
over the next couple of years (those answering yes - definitely or yes — a bif) were asked a
follow-up question: ‘What have they helped you decide what to do?” Responses were
focused on work, training and education, as shown in Figure 6¢c. Note that respondents

could give more than one answer, so percentages may total more than 100.

Figure 6c: What Connexions helped respondents decide to do (Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs)
Base: All respondents who said Connexions had helped them decide what to do in the next
couple of years (n = 10,861)

% saying were helped decide to do this

o to college [ s
Full time job [T 5
Stayatschool [ 44
Part time job [T 38
Trainingcourses [ 37
Modern Apprenticeship [ 736
Work based training [ 35
Gotouniversity [ ]34
Voluntary activity [ |17

The list of answers provided for respondents was changed after Wave 1, so it is difficult to
compare Wave 1 and Wave 2. However, there seems to be an increase in the number of
respondents who said that they had decided to stay in school, which is likely to be linked to
the younger age profile of the Wave 2 respondents. There also appears to be an increase in
the proportion saying that they decided to go to University or college or get a job or do
work based training (see Table 6d). However, at Wave 2 these answers were split into a

number of different answer codes, so they are not directly comparable.
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Table 6d: What Connexions helped respondent decide to do
Base: All respondents who have said Connexions helped them decide what to do

All Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs All Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs
(n=8,400) (n=10,861)

% %
Get a job/ work- based 53 78
learning or training*
Go to college/ university* 56 74
Stay in school 22 44
Do a training course 37 37
Do voluntary activity 8 17

* For Wave 2, we have combined “Get a full time job”; “Get a part time job”; “Get a Modern Apprenticeship” and “Go on
other work based training” for the first code; and “Go to college” and “Go to university” for the second code.

Respondents receiving Priority 3 (minimum) support were the most likely to say they had
decided to go to university (48 per cent) or to stay in school (56 per cent), whereas Priority
1 respondents were least likely to have decided to do either of these (12 per cent and 25 per
cent respectively). However, although there was a slight difference by Priority group in the
proportion saying they had decided to go to college it was much less marked than for
university or school (61 per cent of Priority 1 respondents compared to 66 per cent of
Priority 2 and 3 respondents). Looking at work and training, Priority 2 respondents were
more likely than either of the other two groups to say they had decided to get a full or part
time job (75 per cent); get a Modern Apprenticeship (48 per cent) or do some other work
based training (42 per cent).

Female respondents were more likely than males to say that they had taken education-
based decisions such as going to university (40 per cent compared to 29 per cent); going to
college (67 per cent compared to 63 per cent) or staying at school (47 per cent compared to
42 per cent). Male and female respondents were both just as likely to have decided to get a
job, but males were more likely to have decided to get a full time job (53 per cent
compared to 48 per cent), and females more likely to have decided to get a part time job
(41 per cent compared to 36 per cent). Males were more likely than females to have

decided to do a Modern Apprenticeship (44 per cent compared to 28 per cent)..

Younger respondents (ages 13 to 15) were understandably more likely than older ones to
choose educational options: 79 per cent deciding to go to college or university, 58 per cent
to stay in school. Conversely, respondents aged 18 to 20 were most likely to have decided

to get a full time job (59 per cent).

Respondents from minority ethnic groups were much more likely than their white
counterparts to have decided to go to university (54 per cent compared to 32 per cent).

This was particularly the case for young Asian people (62 per cent of whom had decided to
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6.3

do this). Respondents from minority ethnic groups were also more likely to have decided
to stay on at school (58 per cent compared to 43 per cent), and again this decision was
most common among young Asian people. There was little difference by ethnicity with
regard to getting a job, doing Modern Apprenticeships or other work based training, as
Figure 6d shows.

Figure 6d: What Connexions helped respondents decide to do, by ethnic group (Wave 2
Phase 1 CXPs)

Base: All respondents who said Connexions had helped them decide what to do in the next
couple of years (n = 10,861)

%
Go to college { 165|70
Stay at school 143 |58
Go to university 32 154
. 166
Get a job (FT or PT) 167
Modern |37
Apprenticeship 34
Work based training l35| 39
17 O White
Voluntary work et ), @ All non-white

Did young people do anything as a result of their contact Connexions that
they had not thought of doing before?

All respondents who had talked to a PA or anyone else from Connexions were asked
whether they had done anything as a result of their contact with Connexions that they had
not thought of doing before (see Table 6e for details). Thirty-one per cent said that they
had done something they had not previously considered as a result of their contact with
Connexions, and 68 per cent said they had not. 'This is an increase on the Wave 1 results,
where 26 per cent of the Phase 1 respondents and 29 per cent of Phase 2 and 3
respondents said that they had done something they had not previously thought of doing.
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Table 6e: Whether respondent has done anything as a result of Connexions they had not
thought of doing before
Base: All respondents who have had contact with Connexions

Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs Wave 1 Phase 2 & 3 CXPs

(n=15,371) (n=12,438) (n=26,054)
% % %
Yes 31 26 29
No 68 69 67
Don’t know 1 3 1

Unlike at Wave 1, where Priority 1 respondents were the most likely to say yes, there was
little difference by Priority group at Wave 2. Similarly, there was little difference by age,
gender, disability or ethnicity. Respondents from Direct Delivery partnerships were more

likely to say yes than those in Sub-contracted areas (32 per cent compared to 27 per cent).

This was also strongly linked to overall satisfaction with Connexions. Those who were
satisfied with Connexions were far more likely to have done something as a result of
Connexions that they had not thought of doing before, than those who were not satisfied
(32 per cent compared to 11 per cent). There was also a link with the impact that
Connexions had had on confidence. Of those who said that Connexions had made them
more confident, 40 per cent had done something that they had not thought of before as a
result of Connexions. However, among those who felt that Connexions had lowered their

confidence or made no difference, the proportion was 21 per cent.

6.3.1 What respondents did as a result of their contact with Connexions
that they had not thought of doing before

Those respondents who said that they had done something they had not previously
considered as a result of their contact with the Connexions Service were asked what they
had done. As with decisions made because of Connexions (c.f. Section 6.2), the most
common answers were again about education, training and employment, as shown in
Figure 6e. The code frame for this question was developed over the course of the project,
and so some codes that have been used at Wave 2 ate not available for Wave 1. Thus,

scope for comparison across the waves is limited.
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Figure 6e: What respondents had done as a result of their contact with Connexions that
they had not thought of doing before (Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs)

Base: All respondents who had done something because of their contact with Connexions (n =
4,696)

%
Considered/ ‘ ‘22
researched options
Going to college ‘ ‘19
Got/ looked for a job ‘ ‘ 13
Apprenticeship ‘ ‘10

Decided on career |:|7
Went on a course |:|4

There were a few differences by Priority group. Priority group 3 respondents were most
likely to say that they had considered or researched their options, and thought about what
they wanted to do (27 per cent of them said this, compared to 11 per cent of Priority 1
respondents). In contrast, the most common answer given by Priority 1 respondents was
that they had applied or gone to college (21 per cent gave this answer). Table 6f shows the

differences.

Table 6f: What respondent did due to Connexions that they had not thought
of doing before (Wave 2 Phase 1 CXPs)
Base: All respondents who had done something else due to Connexions contact

Priority 1 Priority 2 Priority 3
(n=725) (n=1,794) (n=2,177)
% % %
Considered, 11 20 27
researched options
Going to college, 21 20 18
applying
Got a job, looked for 13 16 12
a job
Apprenticeship 11 12 9
Decided on career 6 6 8
Went on course 8 5 2
Stayed at school 1 3 4
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6.4

There were few major differences between males and females. Females were more likely to
have considered or researched their options (24 per cent compared to 20 per cent); males

were more likely to have got an apprenticeship (14 per cent compared to six per cent).

Age played an unsurprising role in determining what actions respondents had taken. The
decision to go or apply to college was more common among younger respondents (20 per
cent of under-18s who had done something due to Connexions, compared with 13 per cent
of those aged 18 and over), but older respondents were the most likely to have got or
looked for a job (18 per cent of those aged 18 and over and 15 per cent of those aged 16 to
17, compared with eight per cent of those aged under 106), and to have gone on an
apprenticeship (13 per cent of those aged over 18 and 11 per cent of those aged 16 to 17,

compared with six per cent of the under-16s).

The impact of Connexions on the confidence of respondents

All young people who had talked to a Personal Adviser or someone else from Connexions
were asked whether their contact with the service had made them more confident overall,

made them less confident overall, or had made no difference to their confidence:

® 53 per cent of respondents said that their contact with Connexions had made them

more confident overall;

e 45 per cent said their contact with Connexions had made no difference to their

confidence overall;

e only one per cent of respondents said their contact with Connexions had made them

less confident overall.

This was a slight improvement from Wave 1, Phase 1 CXPs when 46 per cent of
respondents answering the question said that Connexions had made them more confident;
51 per cent said it had made no difference and one per cent said it had made them less
confident. At Wave 1, Phase 2 and 3 CXPs the figures were 50 per cent saying they were
more confident; 46 per cent saying it made no difference and one per cent saying it had

made them less confident.

In Wave 1 Phase 1 CXPs respondents in Priority 1 were more likely than those from
Priority 2 and 3 to say that Connexions had made them more confident. Wave 2 results

showed no statistically significant difference between young people from different Priority
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groups in terms of whether Connexions had increased confidence. 54 per cent of Priority 1
respondents said Connexions had made them feel more confident compared to 55 per cent
of Priority 2 and 52 per cent of Priority 3. However, when comparing respondents
receiving minimum support (Priority 3) with Priority groups 1 and 2 combined, the

difference was significant.

There were also no differences by gender or ethnicity of respondent. However, there was a
clear variation by age, with younger respondents more likely to say that Connexions had

made them more confident, as shown in Figure 6f.

Figure 6f: How Connexions has affected respondents’ confidence, by age group (Wave 2
Phase 1 CXPs)
Base: All respondents who have had contact with Connexions (n=15,371)

@ More confident OLess confident B No difference %

1
1
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There was also a slight difference between respondents who reported a long-standing
illness, disability or infirmity and those who did not. Those with a long-standing illness or
disability were more likely to say that Connexions had improved their confidence (57 per
cent compared to 53 per cent). However, two per cent of those with a long-standing illness
said that Connexions had made them less confident compared to one per cent of those

with no long-standing illness.

Whether confidence was improved by Connexions varied slightly by delivery mode.
Among respondents in Direct Delivery Partnership areas, 54 per cent said their confidence

had been improved, compared with 50 per cent for those in Sub-contracted Partnerships.
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There was some variation between individual Partnerships on this measure. The best
results were seen in Coventry & Warwickshire where 58 per cent said contact with the
Partnership increased their confidence. At the other end of the spectrum, 46 per cent of
respondents in London North said that their confidence had improved, and two per cent
said that they had, in fact, become less confident as a result of their contact with

Connexions.

Levels of confidence were also affected by the perceived impact of Connexions (see Table
6g). Among respondents who said that Connexions had helped them to do something
different, 68 per cent also said that their confidence had increased compared to 46 per cent
of those who did not feel that Connexions had helped them to do something different.
Confidence was also closely tied up with satisfaction with Connexions. Of those who said
that they were satisfied with Connexions, most (56 per cent) felt that the contact with
Connexions had improved their confidence. However, among those not satisfied, only six
per cent felt that their confidence had improved and eight per cent said that their contact

with Connexions had actually made them less confident.

Table 6g: How Connexions has affected respondent’s confidence (Wave 2 Phase 1

CXPs)
Base: All respondents who have had contact with Connexions (n=15,371)
Overall satisfaction with Whether helped to do anything
Connexions different
Satisfied Not satisfied Yes No
(n=14,314) (n=941) (n=4,696) (n=10,429)
% % % %
Made more confident 56 6 68 46
Made less confident 1 8 1 1
Made no difference 42 85 31 52
to confidence
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Satisfaction with the Connexions Service

Several of the questions in the survey dealt with satisfaction with the Connexions Service

from different perspectives.

Young people were asked in general terms how satisfied they were with Connexions
overall, as well as a series of more detailed questions relating to their opinions of different
aspects of the service and the usefulness of the advice they received. This section covers all

of these areas.

Overall satisfaction

Overall satisfaction with Connexions was very high, with over nine in ten young people
who had been in contact with Connexions saying they were either ‘very’ or “fairly’ satisfied
with the service provided (93 per cent; see Figure 7a). The overall level of satisfaction was
very similar at each stage of fieldwork, but at Wave 2 a greater proportion of Phase 1 CXP
respondents gave the highest possible rating, ‘very satisfied’, than was the case for Wave 1
Phase 1 CXPs (52 per cent compared with 48 per cent).

Figure 7a: Overall satisfaction with the Connexions service
Base: All respondents who have had contact with Connexions (Wave 2 Phase 1: 15,371,
Wave 1 Phase 1: 12, 438, Wave 1 Phase 2: 11,977, Wave 1 Phase 3:14,077)
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Satisfaction was more or less universal and there were few differences by subgroups. The
clear