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	Education Outside the Classroom Manifesto

We are consulting on the vision and aims that will underpin the Education Outside the Classroom Manifesto that was announced by Ruth Kelly earlier this year. Like the successful Music Manifesto, it is intended to be a ‘movement’, or joint undertaking which many stakeholders create and which anyone, including providers, voluntary organisations, youth groups, schools and local authorities can sign up to. The main aim of the Manifesto is to provide all children and young people with a variety of high quality learning experiences outside a classroom environment, whether that be during school, after school or during holidays. We welcome responses from all interested parties on the draft framework for the Manifesto in the consultation. The consultation ends on 14 February 2006. We aim to publish the final Manifesto in Spring 2006.
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	Executive Summary

	1.1
	Learning outside the classroom can be an inspiring experience. Whether it be exploring the school grounds, going on a local field trip, visiting a museum or trekking in the Himalayas - the world beyond the classroom can stimulate, motivate and bring learning to life. We believe that all children and young people should be able to experience these opportunities at school, after school and during their free time and holidays.

In January 2005, the Education and Skills Select Committee set out the importance and value of education outside the classroom to children and young people and recommended the publication of a manifesto. The Manifesto was announced by Ruth Kelly on 15th February. The idea of a manifesto has been widely endorsed during our conversations with teachers, head teachers, local authorities and providers over the last few months.

The Manifesto will be modelled on the successful Music Manifesto and will set out a shared vision for the development of education outside the classroom that schools, youth groups, local authorities and other providers will be encouraged to sign up to. Underpinning the vision will be a set of key aims for practical action which stakeholders can pledge to support.

This consultation is your opportunity to comment on whether the overarching framework we have created for the Manifesto is fit for purpose. We would welcome views from young people, teachers, head teachers, school support staff, governors, unions, local authorities, youth groups and other providers of out of classroom activities. We would particularly welcome input from parents and carers (see questions 8 & 9).

The draft vision statement reads:-

We believe every child and young person should experience the world outside the classroom as an integral part of their learning and development, complementing learning in the classroom.  High quality education outside the classroom can stimulate and inspire; foster independence; aid personal and social development; and can often motivate reluctant learners.  These experiences should be stimulating, safely managed and enjoyable, and contribute to meeting the needs of every child.

The draft headline key aims read:-

· Give all children a wide range of high quality experiences outside the classroom, including at least one residential experience 

· Support schools and the wider workforce so they have easily accessible advice, guidance and resources, as well as professional development opportunities 

· Support schools and local authorities so they are better able to manage visits safely and efficiently 

· ‘Make the case’ so there is widespread understanding and acceptance of the unique contribution these experiences make to young lives 

· Encourage parents and carers to back education outside the classroom so more children get out & about, and teachers have more help 

· Encourage partnerships between schools (locally, nationally and internationally), local authorities, local providers and other organisations, so in each area the range of options for visits and activities is more comprehensive and more easily understood 

· Offer a better service by working more effectively together and creating common standards 

· Provide these opportunities which are an important part of out-of-school and summer holiday activities

We welcome your comments on the vision and aims which will be used to shape the final Manifesto to be launched in Spring 2006. Consultation responses must be received by 30th January 2006. Results of the consultation will be published on the DfES website.

	2
	Background and Context

	2.1
	What is education outside the classroom?

	2.1.1
	The Manifesto embraces education outside the classroom in its broadest sense. It includes any structured learning experiences out of a classroom environment during the school day, after school or during the holidays for 3-19 year olds. It not only involves activities linked to schools, but also those run by youth groups, voluntary organisations and private providers. To give an idea of the huge variety of activities and experiences that are involved, we have listed just some examples of learning outside the classroom

· Activities on the school site, for example science lessons in a wildlife area; art and drama in the outdoors; creating a school garden  

· Off site day visits, for example, to a field study centre, the local built environment, local street scapes, ponds, rivers, woodlands, coastline, places of worship, museums, galleries, concerts, theatres, libraries, heritage sites, commercial and city farms, allotments, country estates, outdoor adventure centres, parks, gardens, volunteering in the local community  

· Off site residential experiences - sports tours, cultural and language exchanges, field studies, archaeological digs, voluntary work, Duke of Edinburgh Award. These might be to a variety of places either in the UK or abroad 

· After school study support (out of school hours learning), for example, sports activities, outdoor pursuits, gardening clubs, visits to museums or theatres,  or e.g. Scouts, Guides, local cricket club  

· Summer holiday activities, for example, morning and afternoon clubs, expeditions abroad, Summer Reading Challenge in libraries across the country, Do It for Real activities

Please see the power point presentation in the 'Downloadable documents' section that illuminates the breadth of our vision and links with wider activity within the Government. 

	2.2
	Education and Skills Select Committee Inquiry

	2.2.1
	The Education and Skills Select Committee announced its inquiry into Education Outside the Classroom on 22 September 2004. During the inquiry, they examined the barriers that deter schools from teaching outside the classroom. They also considered how schools could best be encouraged to improve and expand their outdoor education and what action the Department for Education and Skills could take in this area. 

In the course of the inquiry, they took oral evidence from the Outward Bound Trust; the Real World Learning Campaign; the RSPB; the Field Studies Council; the Secondary Heads Association; the National Association of Head Teachers; the NASUWT; the NUT; Ofsted; DfES officials and Mr Stephen Twigg MP, then Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools, DfES. They also received written evidence from a wide range of organisations and individuals.

In its conclusions published on 31st January 2005, it was clear the Committee was convinced of the value of education outside the classroom in its broadest sense. They noted in particular the support it gives to academic achievement as well as the development of 'soft' skills and social skills, particularly in hard to reach children. However, they felt that neither DfES or local authorities had done enough to publicise the benefits of education outside the classroom or to provide strategic leadership or direction in this area. To address these observations, they recommended the development of a manifesto for education outside the classroom.

 

 

 

	2.3
	Stakeholder meetings and sector working groups

	2.3.1
	An initial scoping workshop was held in February 2005 with around 30 stakeholder organisations, where they contributed their ideas about the scope and purpose of a Manifesto. This was followed by a further stakeholder meeting in July, attended by over 100 organisations representing outdoor education, field studies, museums and galleries, built environment, heritage, places of worship, food & farming, creativity & arts, environment and school grounds. They were asked to give their views on a vision statement, and what the Manifesto should contain. Schools' Minister,  Andrew Adonis spoke at the event and had a question & answer session with delegates. 

Following the meeting, nine sector working groups were formed to bring together organisations with similar aims to consider practical proposals for the Manifesto.  A cross cutting group was also formed to look at the needs of children that may find it difficult to participate in out of classroom activities.

All groups have been asked to report back by the end of November with practical suggestions for making education outside the classroom a regular and high quality learning experience for all pupils aged 3-19. Andrew Adonis will meet all the Chairs of the groups in December. In addition, we will consult with school workforce unions and associations, local authority employers, head teachers, teachers and children and young people via the UK Youth Parliament.

From January we will draw together outcomes from the online consultation and proposals from sector groups and make recommendations to Ministers, aiming for publication later in the Spring term.

 

	2.4
	Links to wider government policy

	2.4.1
	Schools White Paper
The Schools White Paper published on 25th October sets out the Government's ambitions to ensure every child and young person receives a personalised education to meet their needs, stretch their aspirations and build their life chances. Education Outside the Classroom plays a vital role in this drive by adding power and relevance to classroom based teaching, building knowledge and confidence, and preparing young people for life beyond school. The White Paper recognises the importance of the Manifesto in helping schools exploit the contribution of out of classroom learning in ensuring every pupil reaches their full potential. 

	2.4.2
	Extended schools and study support
Extended schools provide a range of services and activities, often beyond the traditional school day, to help meet the needs of children, their families and the wider community. A prospectus published in June 2005, Extended schools: access to opportunities and services for all, outlines the Government's long-term vision for delivering extended services in and around schools. It sets out a core offer of services that all children should be able to access by 2010. 

Many schools already provide out-of-classroom activities beyond the school day and it is important that the Manifesto is linked in to this growing area of activity. The core offer mentioned above ensures that all children and parents have access to a minimum of services including a varied menu of study support activities. Schools need to actively engage young people in developing their offer.

	2.4.3
	Every Child Matters
The Manifesto will be linked to and help deliver Every Child Matters: Change for Children which is a new approach to the well-being of children and young people from birth to age 19. The Government's aim is for every child, whatever their background or their circumstances, to have the support they need to: 1) Be healthy; 2 ) Stay safe; 3) Enjoy and achieve; 4) Make a positive contribution; and 5) Achieve economic well-being. Learning outside the classroom contributes to the 1st, 3rd and 4th outcomes through encouraging a healthy lifestyle, enriching and broadening learning experiences and encouraging volunteering and participation in the local community.  It also contributes indirectly to the 2nd, by helping to develop independence and the ability to make wise choices, and ensuring trips and activities are managed safely; and to the 5th by promoting higher self esteem, self confidence and a positive approach to learning.  

	2.4.4
	Youth Matters
On 18 July 2005 the Government published the Youth Green Paper, Youth Matters. It addresses key issues relating to how we support and challenge our teenagers. Building on the ambition of Every Child Matters, Youth Matters aims to radically re-shape services for young people. The Government has consulted on a comprehensive package of proposals aimed at improving outcomes for all young people, with a particular emphasis on those who are disadvantaged.

The Manifesto has an important role in helping to deliver the ambitions of Youth Matters. In particular, it has strong links to the proposals to give young people the chance to have more things to do and places to go in their local area which include:  

· Encouraging young people to volunteer and contribute to their local community. 

· Setting national standards for the activities available to young people and giving local authorities £40m over two years to develop innovative approaches to facilities for young people. 

· Supporting local authorities to pilot "opportunity cards" which will offer discounts and top-ups to help more young people get involved in these activities. 

· Putting the power into the hands of young people by giving them and their parents a say about what services are available and creating "opportunity funds" to spend on local projects young people want. 

· Providing better information, advice and guidance about issues that matter to them, delivered in the way they want to receive it. 

· Exploring the scope for giving more young people the opportunity to take part in summer residential activities.

	2.4.5
	London Student Pledge
The London Student Pledge is part of the London Challenge strategy, aiming to widen young people's experience and aspirations by creating an expectation that all young people in the capital will have opportunities to learn across ten broad areas of activity, inside and outside school. The pledge covers many opportunities to learn outside the classroom, including

· Going on an educational visit or overnight stay. 

· Having the opportunity to help others through voluntary activities. 

· Going to an artistic or sporting event at a major London venue. 

· Taking part in a public event — either sports, dance or concert or visual arts.


The Pledge is a shared expectation. We hope that young people, their families and their schools will all have an expectation of the opportunity to experience the various aspects of the Pledge during their secondary years, and seek out ways of doing this. 

	2.4.6
	The Specialist Schools Programme
The Specialist Schools Programme is a key part of plans to raise standards in secondary education. In exchange for extra recurrent funding and one-off capital funding which is supplemented by sponsorship raised, specialist schools develop a curriculum specialism, and share expertise and resources with partner schools and the wider community.

Innovative approaches to teaching developed through specialist status have provided many young people with learning opportunities outside the classroom. For example, these might include Arts Colleges working with professionals from the arts and creative industries outside the school environment; Humanities Colleges establishing links with museums, farms and places of worship; or students at Language Colleges visiting partner schools in other countries.

All schools can also choose to build a rural dimension into their chosen specialism.  As part of the rural dimension, schools must extend learning using resources outside the classroom and reflect issues such as land management, conservation/heritage and environmental stewardship.

	2.4.7
	Cultural Offer for young people
The Department for Culture Media and Sport (DCMS) is working in partnership with DfES, cultural organisations and schools to develop a cultural offer for young people. The aim is to give everyone the opportunity to participate in cultural life, and ensuring this involvement begins during childhood. They will build on existing programmes such as Creative Partnerships and Renaissance in the Regions museums education, and work to ensure greater coherence across the range of activity, eradicating overlap and addressing gaps in provision. This work will help realise the vision of the Manifesto and give more opportunities for cultural learning outside the classroom.

	3
	The Proposals

	3.1
	Vision Statement

	3.1.1
	We believe every child and young person should experience the world outside the classroom as an integral part of their learning and development, complementing learning in the classroom.  High quality education outside the classroom can stimulate and inspire; foster independence; aid personal and social development; and can often motivate reluctant learners.  These experiences should be stimulating, safely managed and enjoyable, and contribute to meeting the needs of every child.

	3.2
	Key aims

	3.2.1
	Working together, we aim to:
Give all children a wide range of high quality experiences outside the classroom, including at least one residential experience
· These experiences should be integral to lesson planning, teaching, progression and consolidation of learning in all subjects for pupils of all backgrounds, ages and abilities 

· Residential experiences should be designed to help the child/young person to develop personal, employability, learning and thinking skills in a different environment to home and school 

· Children and young people should actively experience the world outside the classroom 

· Schools should have confidence in the ability of external providers to offer experiences that meet the needs of their pupils

Support schools and the wider workforce so they have easily accessible advice, guidance and resources, as well as professional development opportunities
· Teachers should easily be able to find what they need to prepare lessons, get advice if they want it and have help in organising visits if they need it 

· Professional development in education outside the classroom should be accepted by Head teachers and staff as an important contributor to school improvement and to strengthening professional practice 

· If schools choose an external provider for their professional development, instead of opting for peer support for example, they should be confident that what is offered will meet their needs 

· Equip teachers to meet the individual needs of all their pupils 

· The wider workforce also needs to access professional development 


Support schools and local authorities so they are better able to manage visits safely and efficiently
· Working in partnership to produce user-friendly checklists on sensible risk assessment, to say who needs to do what. 

· Setting out top tips for keeping pupils and staff safe 

· Looking at new ways of reducing paperwork and keep safety practical and proportionate.


‘Make the case’ so there is widespread understanding and acceptance of the unique contribution these experiences make to young lives
· Communications to promote education outside the classroom should set out the benefits for children and young people, and use available evidence to support the case 

· Consistent messages from all sectors, including government, will reinforce the importance of these experiences and encourage greater participation 

· Research findings should be widely disseminated to appropriate audiences

Encourage parents and carers to back education outside the classroom so more children get out & about, and teachers have more help from parents
· Parents and carers may not be aware of the benefits of these experiences, and may also have specific concerns.  They need to feel confident that their children will be safe and will have a worthwhile, enjoyable experience.  They may not realise that the school might like help in organising and running activities and may need encouragement to participate 

· Encourage parents and carers involvement in family learning activities 


Encourage partnerships between schools (locally, nationally and internationally), local authorities, local providers and other organisations, so in each area the range of options for visits and activities is more comprehensive and more easily understood 
· All areas have something to offer, but schools and parents may not know about them.  Many different organisations may be offering activities, but may not be in contact with each other.  Better coordination of opportunities would make taking them up easier


Offer a better service by working more effectively together and creating common standards 
· School staff, parents and others need to be confident about where they take their children; recognised standards of provision would help them make informed choices

Provide these opportunities which are an important part of out-of-school and summer holiday activities
· As well as contributing to personalised learning for every child during the school day these experiences should be on offer after school and during the holidays. It will be important to integrate them into the extended schools and Youth Matters offers for children and young people.

	4
	How To Respond

	4.1
	Please respond online at www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations.

Written responses should be sent by 14 February 2006 to:

Consultation Unit, Area 1A, Castle View House, East Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire WA7 2GJ

Or by e-mail to:

eotcmanifesto.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
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	Additional Copies

	5.1
	Other copies are available to down load from this website.

	6
	Plans for making results public

	6.1
	Responses will be published on the Consultation website.


