Why the consultation took place 

1. Like the successful Music Manifesto, the Education Outside the Classroom Manifesto is intended to be a ‘movement’, or joint undertaking which many stakeholders create and which anyone can sign up to. The main aim is to provide all children and young people aged 3-19 with a variety of high quality learning experiences outside a classroom environment, whether during school, after school or during holidays. 
2. We consulted on the vision and aims because we wanted to make sure this high level framework was something that a very wide range of interests – including parents & carers; schools; early years settings; teachers; school support staff; head teachers; school workforce unions; governors; local authorities; youth groups; voluntary groups; providers of out-of-classroom learning and other interested parties - could recognise and endorse as relevant and appropriate.
How it was carried out 
3. The consultation was launched by Lord David Puttnam on 4 November 2005 and closed on 14 February 2006.  It was an on-line consultation, available through the DfES website.

4. It built on the report of the Education and Skills Select Committee’s inquiry into Education Outside the Classroom published in January 2005; the announcement by Ruth Kelly and an initial scoping workshop in February 2005 with around 30 stakeholder organisations; and a further stakeholder meeting in July, attended by over 100 organisations representing outdoor education, field studies, museums and galleries, built environment, heritage, places of worship, food & farming, creativity & arts, environment and school grounds.  

5. Nine sector working groups were formed to bring together organisations with similar aims to consider practical proposals for the Manifesto.  A cross cutting group was also formed to look at the needs of children that may find it difficult to participate in out of classroom activities.  Andrew Adonis met the group Chairs in December 2005 to discuss their conclusions.
An assessment of the policy options
6. No decisions have been taken on policy options.  However, it is clear both from the consultation responses, and from our previous research and discussions, that there are differing views about how to realise the Manifesto vision.
7. Decisions will be taken in the light of the Government commitment to devolve responsibility and funding to the front line.  In education, this means schools having greater autonomy in allocating their budgets and in setting priorities.  This greater streamlining and accountability is mirrored by the new Ofsted framework which operates through interrogating the school’s own development plan.

8. The Manifesto vision will only be realised through schools and supporting stakeholders coming together to make sure that all children and young people have the opportunities provided by education outside the classroom. 

9. Government has a role to play, and will be offering its own pledges for the Manifesto.  Consultation responses have suggested that ‘making the case’ is a key role in getting greater acceptance of the benefits and commitment to making it happen.  Many respondents have also said that funding is needed and we will consider whether more funding, over and above what is already in the system will make a difference. 

Next steps
10. We greatly welcome the overwhelming and positive support for the vision statement and high level aims and would like to thank all those who took the time to respond.  We were particularly grateful to those who offered suggestions for changes in wording for the Education outside the Classroom vision statement and broad aims.

11. We were delighted with the 245 direct pledges from individual teachers and schools, local authorities, providers and other groups to support the Manifesto and will follow these up in the next few months.

12. To take the Manifesto forward we want to build on the enthusiasm and commitment that have come through so clearly from this consultation and to involve as many people as possible in making the Manifesto vision a reality for all children and young people.    

13. We will work with stakeholders (via the existing sector groupings) to develop practical proposals for the Manifesto over the next few months and invite all stakeholders to pledge their support, aiming for a launch towards the end of the summer term. 

A summary of the response to each question asked 

14. There were 680 responses to the consultation document.  As some respondents may have offered a number of options for questions, total percentages listed under any one question may exceed 100%.  Percentages are expressed as a measure of those answering each question, not as a measure of all respondents.
15. The organisational breakdown of respondents was as follows:

	Provider of out-of-classroom learning activities
	213

	Local Authority
	104

	Other*
	73

	Teacher
	63

	Head teacher
	50

	Primary School
	40

	Individual
	28

	Secondary School
	28

	Parent/Carer
	26

	Charity
	20

	Governor / Governing Body
	12

	Youth Group
	11

	Special School
	7

	School Workforce Union
	5


16. *Those which fell into the ‘other’ category included various organisations in the field of disability, religion and education and those who did not specify a respondent type
Overview

17. Overall, the vast majority of respondents supported the Education Outside the Classroom Manifesto.  They said that education outside the classroom (EOTC) was an important part of a pupil’s education which had been given less priority in recent years.  Respondents suggested a number of reasons for this which included bad press, the lack of funding for such events, concern about the school’s liability if found negligent after a serious accidental injury and the amount of bureaucracy involved in organising trips.
18. Most respondents said that they would sign up to the vision statement as outlined in the Manifesto.  It was stated that EOTC was an integral part of a child’s learning and development and should therefore be encouraged in every way possible.  However, many respondents considered that although they agreed with the Manifesto in principle they were concerned that there was no mention of where funding was going to come from.

19. An overwhelming majority of respondents considered that the key aims broadly said what the Manifesto should do and agreed with all of them.  Respondents said that a wide range of high quality experiences were required and that some form of national assessment of facilities was needed. Something similar to an Ofsted inspection was suggested.  It was also stated that although respondents agreed that a residential experience should be a minimum entitlement for every child, one was not enough; respondents suggested that one should be available at every stage of a child’s education.

20. Most respondents agreed that EOTC made a unique contribution to the education and development of children and young people.  It was said that it helped to develop confidence, self-awareness and allowed relationships to forge between children and young people and children and adults.  Respondents also felt that EOTC helped to fulfil recent Government initiatives including Every Child Matters and the Youth Matters Green Paper. 

21. The vast majority of respondents agreed that EOTC should be an integral part of children’s and young people’s education.  It was considered that children benefited from being taught using a variety of teaching methods and EOTC helped to reinforce what happened in the classroom.

22. Many respondents stated that they would be willing to be a signatory to the Manifesto although some said they would need more detail, e.g. an explanation of where the funding was going to come from.  Most respondents also said they would be willing to make a pledge/contribution to one or more of the goals.
Summary

Q1
Would you sign up to the vision statement outlined?  If not, why not?  Please suggest alternative wording.
There were 660 responses to this question.

598 (91%) yes

24 (4%) no

38 (6%) not sure

109 (17%) respondents considered that education outside the classroom (EOTC) was an integral part of a child’s learning and development.  It was suggested that it helped to develop relationships between children and adults, contributed to lifelong learning and introduced children to things they might never otherwise experience.  It was also stated that it helped to build confidence, self belief and respect for others.

102 (15%) were of the opinion that although the Manifesto had laudable intentions it failed to mention where funding was going to come from.  Specific reference was made to the aim of providing a residential experience for every child.  Among this group of respondents, the majority were strongly in favour of this but said that unless funding was ring-fenced they were unsure of whether the idea could be turned into a reality.

79 (12%) respondents had concerns regarding staffing issues, specifically relating to staff being trained with respect to EOTC.  It was suggested that this should be introduced in Initial Teacher Training (ITT) and included in all Professional Graduate Certificate in Education (PGCE) courses.  It was considered that if it was introduced to teachers at this early stage they would continue to regard it as an essential part of the curriculum, as opposed to an ‘add-on’ which many of them did now.

79 (12%) suggested that EOTC was essential to ensure that children learned to manage risk.  Many respondents commented that it was crucial that children become ’risk aware rather than risk averse’.

Q2
Do you think that together the key aims broadly say what the Manifesto should do?  

There were 641 responses to this question.

588 (92%) yes

16 (2%) no

37 (6%) not sure
Q3
Are there any of the key aims that you disagree with?  If so, why?  Are there any that you think should be added?

There were 321 responses to this question.

127 (40%) respondents suggested that a wide range of high quality experiences was needed.  It was also considered that the Manifesto did not go far enough in its aim to provide every child with one residential experience.  Respondents suggested that each child should have a residential activity for each educational stage, i.e. a minimum of one at the primary stage and one at the secondary stage.  This was suggested as a necessity as children gain different skills from residentials at different phases of their lives.

83 (26%) stated that schools needed support for this Manifesto to succeed.  Respondents were of the opinion that many teachers were apprehensive about taking pupils on trips because of the fear of litigation.  It was commented that schools and teachers required a system to be in place to ensure that if an incident were to happen they knew they would not be held accountable.  It was also suggested that support was needed with regard to the bureaucratic nature of taking pupils on trips.

65 (20%) said that consideration was needed with regard to the wishes of parents.  Many stated that the financial constraints of the parents and whether or not they were prepared to let their children participate in EOTC had to be taken into account.

47 (15%) said that educational visits needed to be integrated into the curriculum.  It was stated that at the moment they were regarded as an add- on and a luxury.  

45 (14%) agreed with all of the key aims and believed that there was no need for any others.

42 (13%) respondents considered that a common framework of guidance with regard to taking children on educational visits was required.  It was suggested that this could include guidance on how to complete risk assessments, it was also stated that these forms needed to be made simpler.  One respondent felt that one risk assessment form could be filled in at the beginning of the year and then tailored to each trip.  It was also suggested that this could contain a list of all the accredited providers, both national and international.

41 (13%) said that one of the biggest barriers to education outside the classroom was the cost of transport involved.

26 (8%) stated that it was essential to ensure that everybody was able to access provision no matter what their ability.  Respondents wanted the Manifesto to include a key aim relating to this.

22 (7%) expressed the need for more emphasis and publicity given to existing providers and opportunities.  
Q4
Do you agree that education outside the classroom makes a unique contribution to the education and development of children and young people?

There were 668 responses to this question.

611 (91%) strongly agreed


46 (7%) agreed


9 (1%) neither agreed nor disagreed
1 (0.5%) disagreed

1 (0.5%) strongly disagreed





222 (33%) respondents were of the opinion that EOTC helped to develop confidence, self esteem and other personal skills.  It was suggested that it provided children with skills that they were unable to receive in the classroom.

82 (12%) stated that EOTC helped to reinforce learning.  It was suggested that what pupils experienced through trips and outdoor education helped them to visualise and put into practice in the subject area they were being taught in the classroom.  Many respondents recalled experiences they had had whilst on visits and trips saying they were all they remembered from their school days.

74 (11%) said that EOTC helped to fulfil the outcomes set down in the Every Child Matters agenda.  It was also noted that it would help to meet the criteria put forward in the recent ‘Youth Matters’ green paper.

57 (9%) respondents considered that one of the barriers to there being more EOTC was the rare risk of a serious accidental injury, and the school being found negligent (or staff prosecuted).  Respondents were keen for the Government to be clear on the balance of responsibilities and safeguards and for there to be straightforward guidance on how school staff are protected and supported on the very rare occasions when a pupil is seriously injured while in their care.

55 (8%) emphasised how important EOTC was in deprived areas.  It was suggested that for pupils who came from such areas it was their only chance of experiencing activities and places that were available during school trips.

51 (8%) respondents said that funding was increasingly important to ensure EOTC could happen.

46 (7%) stressed the fact that different learning styles suited different children. It was noted that it was participating in EOTC that allowed less academic, shy or reluctant children to shine.

40 (6%) commented that there was evidence to show that EOTC did work and was essential for the development of children.  Respondents commented on several studies that had been carried out to demonstrate the effects that EOTC had on children’s behaviour.  A number also said that they had seen the benefits first hand with pupils they taught or the differences within their own children.
Q5
Do you agree that education outside the classroom should be an integral part of every young person’s education?

There were 659 responses to this question.

603 (91%) strongly agreed


44 (7%) agreed

5 (1%) neither agreed nor disagreed
4 (0.5%) disagreed

3 (0.5%) strongly disagreed

113 (17%) respondents were of the opinion that children benefited from a variety of teaching methods and that EOTC, when experienced alongside formal education, reinforced what was happening in the classroom.  One respondent remarked that ‘it is a valuable experience which promotes an holistic approach to learning and meeting the needs of all types of learners’.  
62 (9%) stated that funding was required. 

50 (8%) were of the opinion that EOTC should be a minimum requirement for all pupils no matter what their and their family’s circumstances happened to be.  Many stated that this should include at least one residential for every child, if possible one at each stage of their education.

47 (7%) wanted reassurances that EOTC would not increase the burden on schools and teachers.  It was suggested that teachers already had enough work without extra pressure being put upon them.  Many stated that the organising and taking part in both residentials and day trips already relied heavily on the goodwill of staff without the amount of excursions being increased.  It was suggested that the levels of bureaucracy involved in the arrangements for EOTC were unnecessarily high and needed to be reduced.

Q6
Would you be willing to be a signatory to the Manifesto?

There were 614 responses to this question.

471 (77%) yes

29 (5%) no

114 (19%) not sure

45 (7%) respondents said that EOTC needed to be integrated into the curriculum.  It was considered that at the moment it was seen as an add on to lessons rather than an essential component of the National Curriculum.  Respondents suggested that it should feature more heavily in ITT and PGCE training. 

38 (6%) stated that they would need to be certain of how and when the funding was going to be made available. 
Q7
Would you be willing to make a pledge /contribution to one or more of the goals?  Are you able to say in outline what that pledge might be?

There were 480 responses to this question.

410 (85%) yes

70 (15%) no

102 (21%) respondents said they felt the best and most successful pledges and contributions that could be made would be in partnership between the variety of parties involved, e.g. schools, providers of out of classroom activities, local authorities etc.  It was also noted that EOTC could help to encourage partnerships between schools and the local community.

245 pledges of action in support of the Manifesto were included in responses..
Q8
Do you believe that children and young people get something special from learning outside the classroom (for example – going on a field trip, visiting a place of worship or theatre, volunteering in the community or going on an overseas expedition)?

There were 277 responses to this question.
275 (99%) yes

0 (0%) no

2 (1%)

79 (29%) respondents said that EOTC helped children to develop in many ways, specifically their confidence, self awareness and social skills.  Respondents commented that it had helped children find interests that they might not have otherwise developed.  One respondent stated that ‘it provides children with stimulation, motivates their learning and can be an ideal springboard into new subjects and challenges. If local communities are involved this can help tackle any problems, resolve issues and create a better understanding of each others needs’.
14 (5%) had concerns regarding the safety of children whilst partaking in EOTC.  Reference was made to teachers and instructors having appropriate qualifications to lead such activities and transport children.
Q9
How often do you think children and young people should be given the opportunity to learn outside the classroom?

There were 309 responses to this question.

102 (33%) every week




52 (17%) every month


73 (24%) every school term



14 (5%) every year

68 (22%) other including every day

72 (23%) respondents said that the amount of time given to learning outside the classroom should be as often as is appropriate.  It was stated that it should be flexible and depended on the age of the children and what is included in learning outside the classroom.  Respondents considered that a residential experience would only be appropriate at most once a year but a trip to the local park, for instance, could be appropriate every week.

32 (10%) emphasised that experiencing different learning events was positive and should be encouraged whenever and wherever possible.

30 (10%) reiterated that funding was required, particularly concerning residential experiences.
