	Inclusion, Equality and Diversity: Data

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 9 August 2005
Your comments must reach us by that date.
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The information you send to us may need to be passed to colleagues within the Department for Education and Skills and/or published in a summary of responses received in response to this consultation. We will assume that you are content for us to do this, and that if you are replying by e-mail, your consent overrides any confidentiality disclaimer that is generated by your organisation's IT system, unless you specifically include a request to the contrary in the main text of your submission to us.

The Department may, in accordance with the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information, make available on public request, individual consultation responses. This will extend to your comments unless you inform us that you wish them to remain confidential.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
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	Address:
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Further information may be obtained from the following contacts:       

On data collection: 

Simon Grigor 
Department for Education and Skills
6Q Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London SW1P 3BT
Tel: 020 7925 3859
e-mail: simon.grigor@dfes.gsi.gov.uk   

On ethnic monitoring: 

Paul Jackson
Department for Education and Skills
2P Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London SW1P 3BT
Tel: 020 7925 5561
e-mail: paul1.jackson@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
 
On First Language: 

Paul Jackson
Department for Education and Skills
2P Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London SW1P 3BT
Tel: 020 7925 5561
e-mail: paul1.jackson@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
On Faith: 

Paul Jackson
Department for Education and Skills
2P Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London SW1P 3BT
Tel: 020 7925 5561
e-mail: paul1.jackson@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
 
On Travellers: 

Sheila Longstaff
Department for Education and Skills
2N Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London SW1P 3BT
Tel: 020 7925 5431
e-mail: sheila.longstaff@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
On Disability: 

Alison Thompson
Department for Education and Skills
4D Caxton House
Tothill Street
London SW1H 9NA
Tel: 020 7273 5359
e-mail: alison.thompson@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
 
Further information on ethnic monitoring issues is available on the DfES web site: www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/ethnicminorities
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888

Fax: 01928 794 311

e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
Please mark an 'x' in the box below that best describes you as a respondent
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	Local Authority/Local Education Authority
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	School
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	School Software Supplier
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	Other Government Department (please state which one)
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	DfES partner organisation (please state which one)
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	Other organisation (please state which)
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	Individual
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	Please Specify:



	


1 General: 

Does the document make clear the links between the planned data collection and issues of inclusion, equality and diversity?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


2 Data Protection: Is the information on Data Protection issues in the introduction and, where applicable, in the specific sections, sufficiently clear?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Ethnic Background Data Collection : Respondents may have had experience of the Ethnic background data collection in 2003.

3 Are there any aspects of the abbreviated guidance here that ought to be given greater or lesser emphasis?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Nominating additional “extended” ethnic background categories
In preparation for the collection of ethnic background data in schools in 2003, local education authorities had the opportunity to submit to the DfES proposed “extended” ethnic background categories for local use that mapped back onto the main categories for national reporting.  This consultation gives an opportunity for local authorities to review their extended category list, if applicable, and nominate any additional “extended” ethnic group category for which a pressing need to monitor data has emerged.  

If LAs wish to nominate additional categories or change their current list of extended categories (subject to confirmation by the DfES), please submit these separately to Simon Grigor at the DfES on simon.grigor@dfes.gsi.gov.uk. (LAs should be aware that in most cases, changes to their current extended ethnic background categories would require recollection of their ethnic background data from some or all pupils or parents.

The current Key List of extended categories can be viewed at:

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/ethnicminorities/collecting/763919/764021/
If you have trouble accessing the Key List, please contact Paul Jackson on 020 7925 5561 or paul1.jackson@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
4 (Local Authorities only - please see pre-question text)
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	Comments:



	


5 First Language: 
Is the new language list sufficiently comprehensive for the purpose of meeting your local language data collection requirements?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


6 First Language: 

What further advice or information do you believe would assist local authorities and schools in preparing for and implementing the collection of language data?

	[image: image32.png]



	Comments:



	


7 Faith: 

Is the list of faith categories comprehensive for the purpose of meeting your local faith data collection requirements?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


8 Faith:

What further advice or information do you believe would assist local authorities and schools in preparing for and implementing the collection of faith data?
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	Comments:



	


9 Travellers: 

What further advice or information do you believe would assist local authorities and schools in preparing for and implementing the collection of Traveller status data?
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	Comments:



	


10 Travellers:

Does the Traveller section make clear the distinction between Traveller status data and ethnic background Traveller data?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


11 Travellers:

Is the model Traveller status response form clear to parents or pupils?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


12 Disability:

Does the guidance make clear what information parents are being asked to return and why?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


13 Disability:

Does the Disability Data collection form make clear what information parents are being asked to return?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


14 Disability: 

Does the form include sufficient information to encompass all the disabled pupils a school might have?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


15 Disability: 

Is the data proposed for collection sufficient to help schools and LAs to meet both their new and existing duties under the Disability Discrimination Act 1995?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


16 Disability:

What further advice or information do you believe would assist local authorities and schools in preparing for and implementing the collection of disability data?
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	Comments:



	


17 Electronic access: 

What elements of the guidance, if any, would be better as accessed solely as a internet/web site based resource? 
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	Comments:



	


18 Do you have any other comments or suggestions you would like to make about the clarity, content or purposes of this document?
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image66.png]



Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No


Code of Practice on Consultation

All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 9 August 2005

Send by post to: 

Consultation Unit
Department for Education and Skills
Area 1A
Castle View House
East Lane
Runcorn
Cheshire
WA7 2GJ

Send by e-mail to: InclusionData.CONSULTATION@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
