Annex A Part 1


Childcare Bill Partial RIA – New Duties on Local Authorities 

Purpose and Intended Effect

Objective

1. The Government believes that early years and childcare services are vitally important in helping children to reach their full potential; families to access appropriate support services; and parents wanting to return to work.

2. In order to ensure that these services are placed on a long term footing, we propose that the 150 top tier local authorities in England will be placed under duties to: 
· secure sufficient childcare to meet the needs of families in every area

· improve outcomes for all under 5s and narrow the gaps in outcomes for this age group

We also propose to extend an existing duty on local authorities so that the range of information available for families on childcare and children’s services is broadened.

Background

3. Since the late 1990s local authorities have had a growing strategic role in planning, commissioning and delivering services for young children and their families, including facilitation and management of their local childcare market - some for much longer than this and many with great success.  The significant increase in services to date has been driven through hypothecated grant funding and targets.  This approach was appropriate in the early phases of service development, but the remaining challenges require greater flexibility and scope for locally determined action.  

4. Local authorities are under an existing statutory duty to secure sufficient nursery education for three and four year olds, but there is currently only a very limited statutory basis for the provision of childcare, for example the duty to provide day care for children in need under section 18 of the Children Act 1989, and the duty to review the sufficiency of childcare under section 118A of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998.  Despite the lack of legislative duties local authorities already play a big part in securing childcare provision through Sure Start Local Programmes, children’s centres and Extended Schools, due mainly to centrally targeted funding.  However, there is no requirement on central or local Government to ensure that there is sufficient provision.
5. Against this background, the childcare sector has grown considerably in recent years, in part due to Government funding, both directly and through the tax credit system, and is expected to continue to grow.  By 2008 the supply of childcare places will be closer to meeting the demand nationwide, although there will always be areas where local action is required to respond to changing needs.
6. Choice for parents, the best start for children: a ten year strategy for childcare
, set out the government’s plans to ensure that the provision of childcare places is sustainable in the long term, by placing local authorities under a statutory duty to secure the availability of sufficient childcare.
7. On services for early years, research has shown that effectively integrated care, education, health and wider services for children and families that reach out to families can make a real difference to the lives of all children.  Delivery that is focussed on the outcomes for children, achieved through services that seamlessly provide for their needs, will create the best chances for all children.  

8. Rising levels of resource to support the development of integrated early years services have been flowing to local authorities since 1998, progressively increasing the proportion of the under five population served by Sure Start local programmes and children’s centres.  The ten year strategy included a commitment to have early years services available through children’s centres for all under fives and their families by 2010 (target - 3500 centres).  The main lever for growing these new services has been hypothecated grant backed by detailed guidance; local authority level targets; evidence about what works; regional team and consultancy support.  
9. The ten year strategy also set out the government’s plans to ensure more consistency in the level of information provided to parents and to ensure that this information more closely meets families’ needs.  Alongside the recent growth in childcare places and early years services there has been a significant increase in the level of information provided for families on childcare.  Part 9 of the Education Act 2002 currently requires local authorities to establish and maintain a service providing information to the public about the provision of childcare and related services in their area.  The current power does not define sufficiency and does not require local authorities to actively promote the availability of information. Also, in practice, the definition of the information required has been narrowly interpreted by some local authorities.  
10. The aim is to legislate to sustain this enhanced provision for childcare and early years services and to ensure that their continued development reflects local needs and circumstances.  The key aim for any underpinning regime is that it should provide assurance of a long-term commitment to early years services and childcare, without creating new administrative burdens or service costs for local authorities.    
Rationale for Government Intervention

Childcare Provision

11. The ten year strategy outlined the progress that has already been made in childcare.  This progress, delivering an additional net 525,000 new registered places since 1998, has laid a solid foundation of services and support for parents.  To achieve good outcomes for children there is a need to ensure that childcare is properly joined up with other services and that, as local needs change and develop, the childcare market responds.   

12. The childcare market is moving towards maturity but still demonstrates a reasonably high turnover of providers.  The government’s aim is to consolidate the market, allowing local authorities greater flexibility over the spending of their childcare grant money, incentivising and supporting the local stock of childcare to ensure sustainability.  Local authorities retain the ability to continue to fund childcare place creation where there is an unmet demand, although the majority of provision will continue to be provided by the private and voluntary sectors.  The sector is expected to reshape around children’s centres and extended schools, with private and voluntary providers providing the childcare in many of these settings.  Where gaps in the market exist, local authorities will be expected to continue to take the sort of action that they already take including, providing training and business support to providers to help providers run efficiently; providing market information to providers; and supporting networks of and links between providers.  
Improving outcomes in early years
13. To enable local authorities to have more flexibility over use of resources so that they can respond to local need, we want to move away from the centrally-driven approach under which childcare provision and early years services have been expanded.  By 2008, on current plans, around £1.65 billion a year would be available to local authorities for integrated early years services through the General Sure Start Grant as well as around £3bn for nursery education for under 5s.  The aim is to provide some certainty that the level of early years services will be sustained in the long term so as to enable consideration of a move away from the centrally-run model and a relaxation of the ring-fenced funding arrangements.   In order to deliver the government’s commitment to 3,500 children’s centres by 2010, one in every community, it is vital that there are appropriate mechanisms in place in order to meet this expectation.
14. The Every Child Matters
 way of working, as reflected in the development of children’s trusts under the duties for co-operation in the Children Act 2004, has set the framework for co-operative working across all providers of children’s services.  A new outcomes-focussed duty to underpin services for under fives, through an integrated model for delivery of early years services, would be a consistent extension of this approach.  The new duty would not change the purpose of services or impose new burdens, but would operate within the funding available.  
Improving Information for Families

15. Childcare and early years education are increasingly integrated with other services for children and families such as health care, parental support, and social care.  It is therefore appropriate to cover the full range of services relevant to children and families.  Making such information more widely available will encourage families and young people to self-refer to services, thus empowering them and promoting early intervention rather than relying on existing services to find children, families and young people in need.  Currently some local authorities interpret their duties to provide information on childcare and children’s services in a narrow way, restricting the information they provide to little more than childcare vacancies. 
16. Providing a good level of information on childcare and children’s services will be vital in ensuring that children and families benefit from the childcare and early years services.  

Sectors and groups affected

17. The following sectors, and constituent members of them, have been identified. 

· Public Sector –  150 top tier local authorities in England 

· Over 130,000 private, voluntary and maintained sector childcare providers (affected indirectly) in England, ranging from individual carers, sole traders to large chains

· 11.7 million children and their families in England 

Consultation

Within Government
18. There has been consultation with a range of Departments including Department of Health, the Home Office, Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM), Department of Work and Pensions (DWP), the regional Government Offices, HM Treasury, Small Business Service and the Cabinet Office. 
Public Consultation
19. The ten year strategy for childcare (published in December 2004) outlined the government’s plans to ensure that every child gets the best start in life and to improve parents’ choice about how to balance work and family life.  The proposals outlined in the strategy included plans to place a new duty on local authorities to secure sufficient childcare in their area and to improve the provision of information to children and families. 
20. The strategy was subject to a full public consultation, responses received, included those from the Local Government Association, the National Day Nurseries Association, the Daycare Trust and the Early Childhood Forum.

21. As part of this a consultation event was held at No 11 Downing Street in which the new duty to secure sufficient childcare was one of the specific topics of discussion.  This event was attended by a broad spectrum of groups, including charities (e.g. NSPCC, Save the Children and Barnardo’s), representatives from local government, local health representatives and academics.

22. The Department for Education and Skills has also held a number of informal consultation events with key stakeholders during spring 2005.  Key issues raised through all these consultations were:

· Resourcing for any additional burdens on local authorities.

· The meaning of sufficiency and the need for guidance on the technical issues surrounding its assessment by local authorities

· The nature of the role of the local authority in facilitating and shaping the childcare market and their interactions with childcare providers

23. Views from the formal and informal exercises that have already taken place have been taken into account in developing the proposals.  Responses to this consultation on proposed legislative measures, including the partial RIA, will be analysed and will inform final policy direction.

Options

24. Two options have been considered in assessing how to best achieve the desired outcomes stated above. 
· Continue with the current system of using non statutory levers to incentivise and direct the national provision of childcare and early years services.
· Place new duties on local authorities to ensure the provision of childcare and early years services and broaden the current duty to provide information.
Option 1 – Non-statutory Levers

25. The government could choose not to legislate, but instead to attempt to continue to use existing non-statutory levers in order to ensure sufficient childcare, maintain Sure Start services and the children’s centres delivery model and ensure families have sufficient information on childcare and early years services.  Risks in this approach have been identified around: 

· insufficient and patchy childcare provision undermining recent growth in the sector

· the lack of strong levers to ensure the delivery of early years services
· insufficient information for parents on childcare and children’s services preventing them making the best use of services.

Costs and Benefits

Benefits
26. A non-statutory approach would have the advantage of using existing mechanisms to ensure the aims outlined above.  It would be reliant on using the existing local authority improvement cycle for children’s services to drive these services, along with the limited existing statutory provisions for early years services and childcare.  Improvement cycle processes such as Local Area Agreements and Local Public Service Agreements are effective levers when taken as part of an overall package.  However, without underlying statutory duties the ability to ensure appropriate inspection of services through Joint Area Reviews becomes more difficult.  When this situation is coupled with pressures on local authorities to increase spending on statutory services, early years and childcare services could find that previously ringfenced resources are diverted to services underpinned by statutory requirements and subject to the full range of planning and inspection requirements.
27. The only strong lever that the government could use would be to continue to use ringfenced funding to drive outcomes through central government initiatives.  This approach has worked well in driving the expansion of Sure Start services in deprived areas across the country.  However the government’s priority for the future will be in mainstreaming this approach to ensure that childcare and early years services are available to all children and families.  Key to this will be the assessment of local need for such services; it would be very difficult and expensive to do this effectively through central government and would reduce the ability of local authorities to use resources flexibly.  This approach to funding would run counter to the government’s intention to give greater flexibility to local authorities in how they spend the funding they receive from central government. 

28. This approach would also fail to provide certainty around the future provision of childcare and early years services as they would have no basis in law.  Private and voluntary sector providers would continue to provide early years services as they do at present, seeking support from short term grants.  The absence of certainty that these services will continue to be supported over an extended period of time may deter providers from investing in services and facilities in the long term.
29. The provision of information on childcare and early years services would continue to rest on existing legislation and local authorities could continue to use current mechanisms to provide this information.  Information would still be provided to families at least on childcare provision and childcare information services would continue to operate, but in some areas this will be the extent of the information on offer.  Families in these areas would not have access to a broad range of information on childcare and children’s services and information may not be targeted to hard to reach or disadvantaged groups.  This would prevent a significant proportion of the population from making the best use of the childcare and early years services that are available to them, limiting the impact of these services on child outcomes.
Costs

30. Costs would remain broadly at the present level.  However centrally directed funding and targets would be an inefficient way to extend and mainstream early years services and ensure childcare is available for all families.  Central government targets have worked well in growing the stock of childcare places, but as the stock of childcare places approaches effective demand it will become more important to ensure that childcare and early years services are well located and minimise local differences between supply and demand.  It is very difficult to do this effectively using central government targets and funding as these levers cannot take account of local needs and variations.  Continuing this approach would lead to areas of overprovision and pockets of underprovision as local authorities would be encouraged to hit targets rather than directing provision strategically.  Ensuring sufficiency of places and services by this mechanism is likely to require more funding than is currently available as the government would be supporting the setting up of services in areas of overprovision as well as areas of underprovision. 

31. There would be continuing administrative costs to this option.  The burden on central government of separately administering funding, setting and policing targets would remain, and local authorities would also need to devote resources to separately monitoring progress on these targets and reporting to central government. 
32. Costs for providers would be unlikely to decrease.  This option provides no certainty over long term future of government support for childcare and early years services and providers would be likely to plan in the short term, which would increase both their costs and the fees that they charge.  The lack of a strategic local approach to provision would also be likely to harm providers as local authorities would not have a strong incentive to support existing provision. In some cases there might be incentives to support the set up of provision in direct competition with existing good quality provision.  
Option 2 – Place New Duties on Local Authorities

33. Through legislation the government would place new duties on local authorities to: 

· improve the well-being of children aged 0-5, through the provision of an integrated early years service (improved outcomes duty).

· secure sufficient childcare for children from 0-14 (16 for disabled children) (duty to secure sufficient childcare)

The government would also legislate to expand the current duty to provide information to parents of children aged 0-19 on childcare, nursery education and the range of services available to families in their area (duty to provide information) 
Costs and Benefits

Benefits
Duty to secure sufficient childcare

34. A new childcare duty would ensure that every local authority takes action to ensure that there is sufficient childcare provision available for children aged 0-14 (16 for disabled children) within their communities.  They would have to strategically plan support for the local childcare market to ensure it is flexible, sustainable and responsive to the needs of parents.  It would ensure that childcare is placed on a sustainable and long-term footing, and enable parents who wish to, to work.  It would also ensure that the needs of lower income families and parents of disabled children are taken into account by local authorities.

35. A new childcare duty would ensure that local authorities put in place appropriate mechanisms to assess the childcare needs of the local population, and that they act to ensure that the childcare market meets those needs.  Local authorities would have to assess the childcare market, analysing the views of parents, children, childcare providers, employers and the community.  The analysis would also incorporate data on the childcare market, the labour market, deprivation and the local economy to show a realistic picture of the present supply of childcare.  

36. Local authorities would identify where there are gaps in the market and plan and work with their partners, private and voluntary childcare providers and schools, to provide advice, support and targeted incentives to help providers fill them.  They would shape and support the overall provision of childcare to make it flexible, sustainable and responsive to the needs of parents and the community.

37. By 2008 the supply of childcare places will be closer to meeting the demand nationwide and the Department for Education and Skills has a PSA  target to increase the childcare stock by 10% (from a March 2004 baseline) by 2008.  However it is likely there will always be areas where targeted action is still required to address particular issues.  For example, there will be places where changes in population or in employment patterns change people’s needs for childcare and the market needs support to adjust quickly.  

38. Equally, there are parts of the population that are not as effectively served by the childcare market, such as families on low incomes and families with disabled children.  In these cases, childcare providers and the childcare market will need additional support to reach sustainability in meeting the needs of these groups.

39. The new childcare duty would draw together on a more formal basis activities that local authorities already undertake as part of the Sure Start, children’s centres and Extended Schools programmes, as well as activities undertaken as part of existing statutory duties (for example the nursery education duty).  Local authorities receive funding through the Sure Start General Grant for these activities.  The duty would be to shape and support the overall childcare market, working with the private and voluntary sectors as well as schools.  Most of the funding for childcare itself comes from parents, either directly or through the Childcare Element of the Working Tax Credit.  As a legislative function this role will be subject to children and young people’s local planning requirements and integrated inspection procedures under the Children Act 2004.  
40. A new childcare duty would not have a direct effect on private and voluntary childcare providers.  There may be some indirect benefits for these sectors as a more formalised and strategic role for local authorities across the whole 0-14 age-range will allow local authorities to develop a better overview of provision in their area, and where they need to provide support.  In the main, any expansion in provision, or increase in competition to existing providers, over and above what the market generates naturally, should be marginal, as local authorities focus their resources towards addressing gaps in provision.  Providers will also be able to benefit from short-term subsidies from their local authority to assist with sustainability concerns.
41. The new childcare duty proposal would have a positive impact on schools seeking to extend their services, giving local authorities a clear role in facilitating links between providers and schools.
42. All Sure Start funding will be routed through local authorities by 2008 making them a key player in the childcare market.  In addition, local authorities already have the expertise and local knowledge that is necessary to shape the market to secure sufficient childcare, and they are also best placed to assess local need for and stimulate local provision of childcare.  Given this, placing a statutory duty to secure sufficient childcare on local authorities will focus this expertise so that appropriate systems are put in place to ensure that sufficient childcare is available in each locality and that this childcare is suitable and reflects local needs and circumstances.
43. The duties would complement local authorities’ existing duties in relation to nursery education.  It will enable the government to fulfil its goal of making sufficient childcare available to all families with children aged 0-14 (16 for disabled children). 

Improved Outcomes Duty

44. We propose a statutory duty on local authorities to improve the well-being of children up to age five by improving the outcomes for all, and narrowing the gaps between groups with poor outcomes and the rest.  The duty to improve outcomes would be supported by a statutory requirement to establish a proactive, accessible early years service focused on the under fives and by a new power giving statutory status to guidance on children’s centres.  This duty would build on the existing duties for co-operation between relevant partners under the Children Act 2004.  Such a duty to improve outcomes for under fives will ensure that the Sure Start ethos and method of service delivery is underpinned in every local authority through an early years service.  This will place the Sure Start and children’s centres service delivery models on a sustainable and long-term footing, with the aim that all children aged 0-5 years and their families and all prospective parents will use a single, pro-active, high quality service, usually accessed at or through a single location in each community such as a children’s centre.  The planning and delivery of the service should involve parents and community and the service should actively reach out to children and their families, ensuring the whole community sees the service as a resource and those who need particular aspects most are effectively engaged by the system.
45. Sure Start local programmes were originally set up with separate funding streams, performance management and performance information arrangements.  These have been running in parallel with mainstream systems.   While this was appropriate in the early phases of service development, statutory underpinning of these activities as they mature, would facilitate their incorporation into mainstream funding and performance management systems.  This would carry a cost saving for local authorities as they would not have to report on separate targets or progress to central government and central government would not have to administer and police these targets.
46. Sure Start resources have already helped to create accessible services for parents and young children, and the children’s centres model is now taking this on to the next level.  Setting out the key elements of an early years service in legislation and supporting this with statutory guidance, would ensure that integrated services delivered through the children’s centre model would be  embedded in statute and give them a long term footing in a way that centrally driven grant based funding cannot.  The new duty will ensure that, from the time they know they are expecting a baby, parents will see a coherent pattern of child health, childcare, education and family support services ahead of them.  
47. The new duty will ensure that early years services will focus on the five outcomes set out in section 10 of the Children Act 2004, giving children the best chance of: being healthy; staying safe, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution and achieving economic well-being.  It will also ensure that essential family support services are also integrated within this framework so that families with young children can access integrated education and care, health, employment advice and other support services through a single location.  This should make it easier for families to access these essential services.

48. The statutory requirements will ensure that services will be driven by children and their families, in terms of service planning at the local authority and community levels, and of service delivery at the local level.  They will be focussed at the local authority and community levels on improving the outcomes for all children, with specific attention to closing the gap between groups with poor outcomes and the rest.  Services will pro-actively reach out to potential users and draw children and their families using one service into other services, both responding to need and acting preventatively.  
49. Parents and children would benefit from the new duty in the sense that their local authority will be providing a pro-active and integrated early years service on an ongoing basis.  This will give rise to better outcomes for children aged 0-5 and their families, facilitating the health and physical, emotional and social development of young children, preparing them as well as possible for the start of formal education.  A requirement for parental involvement would also guarantee that end users where involved in the planning and design of services.

50. There may be some indirect benefits of this proposal for the childcare sector as a more formalised, strategic and on going role for local authorities in the 0-5 age-range will mean that local authorities are likely to plan for these services on a more long term basis.  Providers should find that they benefit by being surer that there will be an on-going and long-term demand for their services from local authorities seeking to tie providers in to the children’s centres approach.
51. The new duty to improve outcomes in the early years proposal has significant advantages over relying on non-statutory levers to perpetuate Sure Start and Children’s Centre services.  The new duty would define outcomes and make the purpose of the service clear.  It would be consistent with the children’s trusts approach and would guarantee continued parental involvement in these services which non-statutory levers could not do.  The duty would set the framework for any LAA negotiations in this area, and would provide a national context, within which local authorities can assess and determine the nature and pattern of their integrated early years service taking account of their specific local needs and priorities.  This would allow local authorities significant scope for innovation and would enable them to better design services and delivery mechanisms that fit with their particular local circumstances.
Duty to provide information 

52. An extended information duty would ensure that every local authority takes action to ensure the availability to families with children from 0-19 of sufficient information on childcare, nursery education and services available to support families in their area, to enable them to support the five outcomes for children set out in Every Child Matters.  For many local authorities this would formalise and legally define the role they currently play in this area. 
53. Local authorities would target the information to meet the needs of parents of children aged 0-19 at appropriate stages from childhood to adulthood, and at particular key transition points, e.g. starting school, starting secondary education.  The information would be made available in children’s centres, schools and other public places.  Local authorities would have to have particular regard disadvantaged and hard to reach groups as well as ethnic minorities.

54. There may be some indirect benefits of this new duty on childcare providers.  Higher levels of information on childcare and services for parents in some areas may indirectly benefit the childcare market by increasing awareness of childcare and other services or children and families.  There would be no direct impact on schools, although it is possible that local authorities would expect them to be a source of information for parents. 
Costs
55. The Government is committed to ensuring that new duties do not place new unfunded burdens on local authorities.  The key aim for any statutory underpinning regime is that it should provide assurance of a long-term commitment to early years services and childcare, without creating new administrative burdens or service costs for local authorities.  The proposed duties on local authorities will be financed within the additional resources which have already been made available for childcare and early years services and future funding levels which will be determined through the normal spending review mechanisms.  They would, therefore, be cost neutral and would merely be formalising and placing on a more long term and sustainable basis the lead role that local authorities are already playing. 
56. Mainstreaming funding and performance management systems would carry a cost saving for local authorities as they would not have to report on separate targets or progress to central government and central government would not have to administer and police these targets.

57. All Sure Start funding will be routed through local authorities by 2008 and funding is already in place to deliver these services through the general Sure Start grant (GSSG).  The Department’s funding of childcare and early years services is significantly expanding.  Between 2004/05 and 2007/08 allocations
 in this area in total will increase from £1.14bn to £1.935bn.  This funding has also, to a large degree, been, liberalised.  For example, the large number of ring-fenced budget lines within the GSSG in 2004-5 will have been reduced to only five for 2006-7 (Main Revenue (MR-GSSG), Main Capital (MC-GSSG), Transformation Fund, Passported Sure Start Local Programme (SSLP) funding
 and Two Year Old Pilot funding).
58. In autumn/winter 2005, local authorities will be informed of their GSSG funding for 2006/08.  This will include three allocation streams which have already been announced.  These are capital and revenue for children’s centres, Extended Schools and Sure Start Local Programmes.
  As such these have been shown separately.  Children's Centres and Extended Schools funding comes out of the MR-GSSG and MC-GSSG and therefore, in the table shown at Appendix 1, is shown the remaining MR-GSSG and MC-GSSG that is assumed to be available for local authorities to spend on meeting the duty.  This reaches a peak of £300.9m revenue and £114.4m capital in 2007-8.  This compares to £247.26m spent on these services by local authorities in 2004-5, a 21.7% increase in revenue over the four year period.  Given the level of funding and the increase in flexibility around how local authorities can spend this money, local authorities should be confident that the necessary resources are available to meet the costs of the duties. 
Small Firms Impact Test
59. The majority of childcare is provided by small voluntary and private sector providers, with a few large firms having a relatively small share of the market. 
60. The proposals for new duties may have beneficial effects on small businesses.  As local authorities would have their role in securing Sure Start and children’s centre services placed on a long term legislative footing, childcare providers will find that integrated service delivery becomes increasingly prevalent, and some providers may become children’s centres, while others use children’s centre’s as a gateway to their services.
61. Currently there is confusion on the sector over different funding streams available to childcare providers and many have to actively devote resources to securing funding from a number of different sources.  Putting government support for childcare on a long term footing and simplifying Sure Start funding so
62. Childcare providers are also likely to find that, as a result of the new childcare duty, local authorities will have increased flexibility to provide targeted help to childcare providers to stay open and remain sustainable in the long term.
63. Small childcare providers are likely to benefit from better information about childcare and children’s services as more families will become aware of the services that they provide.

64. We have consulted the Small Business Service at the Department of Trade and Industry and they have agreed with our assessment that the duties are likely to have a positive impact on small businesses.

Competition assessment

65. Consideration has been given to the potential impact of these provisions on competition.  It is not envisaged that the number or size of firms would change significantly as a result of any of the new duties.
Enforcement, sanctions and monitoring

66. How well the local authority fulfils the duties would be covered by the existing planning, inspection, assessment and intervention arrangements: Annual Performance Assessments, Joint Area Reviews and Comprehensive Performance Assessments and would be integrated within each authority’s children’s trusts arrangements.  This would be backed by the ultimate sanction of the Secretary of State’s powers to intervene.

� � HYPERLINK "http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/pre_budget_report/prebud_pbr04/assoc_docs/prebud_pbr04_adchildcare.cfm" ��http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/pre_budget_report/prebud_pbr04/assoc_docs/prebud_pbr04_adchildcare.cfm� 





� 2004-5 figures are actuals.


� Under the current assumption that SSLP funding will move into the GSSG in 2006-7. 


� The funding level of SSLPs for 2006-7 has been announced.
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