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	School Organisation: Consultation on Secondary School Competitions and Guidance Changes

The Department is consulting on a number of school organisation issues. These include matters arising from the implementation of the 2005 Education Act provisions for competitions for new secondary schools; and some changes to the guidance on the closure of nursery schools. We are also informing you of some changes to guidance to amend the Decision Makers statutory guidance to implement the presumption in favour of the approval of proposals for a new sixth form for high performing schools, and to revise the Making Changes to Maintained Schools Handbook to a more user friendly format and take account of changes to regulations since 2003.
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Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact the Department at the following address

schoolcompetitions.consultations@dfes.gsi.gov.uk 



	
	Contact Details

	
	Cross Cutting Policy Team
Questions about the consultation exercise, should be sent by e-mail to schoolcompetitions.consultations@dfes.gsi.gov.uk or posted to David Shand at DfES, Room 5.87 Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT.  

 

	1
	Background, Context and Proposals

	1.1
	School Organisation: Competitions for New Schools; Closure of Nursery Schools; New Sixth Form Provision and changes to guidance
The Department is consulting on a number of school organisation issues.  These are:

• the implementation of the 2005 Education Act provisions for competitions for new secondary schools;

• some changes to the guidance on the closure of nursery schools; and 
to inform you of some changes to guidance:

•  to amend the Decision Makers statutory guidance to implement the presumption in favour of the approval of proposals for a new sixth form for high performing schools;

• to revise the Making Changes to Maintained Schools handbook to a more user friendly format and take account of changes to regulations since 2003.
Consultation

Competitions for new secondary schools
As part of the Government’s promotion of choice and diversity in the schools system local authorities are required to hold a competition for any new secondary schools.  Sections 64 and 66 together of the 2005 Education Act 2005 provide that the local authority must publish a notice to bring forward proposals for the new school.  This will give new providers the opportunity to compete on a level playing-field with local authorities.  We believe that a diverse range of schools increases the choice for parents and pupils and increases the chance of pupils finding a school that suits their needs and interests.  We invite your views on:

a. draft regulations (Annex A)

b. draft statutory guidance for decision-makers on factors to be taken into account in deciding competitions for new secondary schools (Annex B)

c. draft guidance on circumstances in which the Secretary of State might consider that a competition is not necessary are at (Annex C) 

The Schools White Paper Higher Standards, Better Schools for All proposes some further developments on school competitions.  This consultation is to implement changes resulting from the 2005 Act and does not reflect further developments in the White Paper.

Presumption against closure of Nursery Schools
We are also proposing some changes to the current ‘presumption against closure’ in guidance in respect of maintained nursery schools introduced in June 2003.  As nursery schools have enormous potential to develop into excellent children’s centres   we are seeking to strengthen the guidance to ensure that local decision makers give full consideration to the potential for children’s centre status and to ensure any replacement provision is of equal quality and quantity and more accessible for parents.  We invite your views on:

a. Draft guidance for decision makers on a revised presumption against the closure of a nursery school is at (Annex D).  

Guidance
Presumption in favour of a new sixth form in high performing schools
The Department has previously consulted on guidance on a presumption in favour of the approval of proposals for a new sixth form from high performing schools. A presumption in statutory guidance was introduced from 1 January 2006 and the    Decision Makers’ Guidance Section 1 has been revised accordingly.  The text of the new presumption is given at (Annex E).

Guidance for those publishing proposals for changes to school organisation
The Handbook - Making Changes to Maintained Schools has been revised to be more user friendly and to take account of changes to regulations since 2003.

Both these documents are available from the School Organisation Website htpp://www.dfes.gov.uk/schoolorg/ and take effect immediately.  

Further information on these changes is provided at Annex F.
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	How To Respond

	2.1
	All comments on the proposals in this letter, and any questions about the consultation exercise, should be sent by e-mail to schoolcompetitions.consultations@dfes.gsi.gov.uk or posted to David Shand at DfES, Room 5.87 Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT.  

The deadline for responses is Thursday 11 May 2006.  
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	Additional Copies

	3.1
	Additional copies of the documents may be downloaded from the links below.
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	Plans for making results public

	4.1
	A summary of the consultation responses will be made available shortly after the consultation closes.


