ANNEX B

DRAFT STATUTORY GUIDANCE FOR DECISION-MAKERS ON COMPETITIONS FOR NEW SECONDARY SCHOOLS

In general, similar considerations will apply to proposals for secondary schools within competitions as to individual proposals for schools. Different proposals may have different strengths and weaknesses.  Decision Makers will need to balance these and decide which proposal best meets the criteria for new schools overall.  In addition, they will need to decide which proposals best meet the specific requirements for a new school for the area in question.  

The following factors should not be taken to be exhaustive.  All proposals should be considered on their individual merits.

Effect on standards and contribution to school improvement 

· the extent to which the proposals will improve the standards, quality, range and/or diversity of educational provision in the area

· the extent to which the proposals advance the transformation strategies set out in the Department for Education and Skills : Five Year Strategy for Children and Learners, particularly to make it easier for new promoters – including parents’ groups – to open schools in response to local demand  

· the extent to which the proposals will deliver a broad and balanced curriculum
Admissions

· whether the admission arrangements are fair and equitable, and in line with the DfES Code of Practice 
Need for places

· the need for provision in the area, including the overall level of surplus places

· the extent of parental demand for the type of school in question, for example, provision for particular faiths or denominations or specialisms

· the extent to which the proposals would contribute to enhancing the diversity of provision in the area

Finance 

· whether the proposals represent a cost-effective use of public funds
· whether, if the proposal is for a new voluntary aided school, the promoters have provided a statement that the governing body would be able to meet their financial responsibilities for building work
Views of interested parties

· the views of parents and other local residents

· the views of any Local Authority affected by the proposals
· the views of the CE and RC dioceses in the area

· the views of other schools and colleges in the area

· the views of the Learning and Skills Council (if the proposals affect the provision of post-16 education)

· the views of the Early Years Development and Childcare Partnership (where proposals affect early education provision)
Community cohesion, inclusiveness and partnerships

· the extent to which, and how satisfactorily in the circumstances of the community, the proposals address the need to promote community cohesion (where a proposed new maintained school already exists as an independent school, its current approach and contribution to community cohesion will be relevant)
· the extent to which the proposals take account of the needs of families and the wider community 
· the extent to which the proposals contribute to delivery of the Every Child Matters agenda, including the health, safety, enjoyment and achievement of children.  
14-19 issues

· where 14-19 provision is involved, the extent to which appropriate collaborative arrangements have been considered
· the criteria for considering new sixth forms should also be taken into account where the proposed school includes 16-19 provision 
Equal opportunities
· any sex, race or disability discrimination issues or other human rights issues including any sex discrimination issues in relation to proposals for a single sex school
Other issues
· whether the school will provide strong links with the local community and provide family and community services
· (Primary provision only) Whether the proposals comply with the infant class size limit

· for voluntary and foundation schools where a trust is not to hold the freehold of the site, whether the land tenure arrangements are satisfactory 
· for voluntary and foundation schools, whether the proposal is to join an existing group foundation body or to jointly establish a new group foundation body

· whether the proposal is to join an existing federation or to jointly establish a new federation

· whether the new school will meet the minimum statutory requirement for provision of school playing fields

Proposal from an existing independent school
· if co-educational, whether it would provide equal opportunities for boys and girls

· whether it would have suitably qualified staff and the premises would be suitable for the purpose of a maintained school
