ANNEX E
ADDITION OF SIXTH FORMS BY “HIGH-PERFORMING” SCHOOLS
There should be a strong presumption in favour of the approval of proposals for a new sixth form where:

· The school is a high-performing specialist school that has opted for a vocational specialism; or

· The school, whether specialist or not, meets the criteria for “high performing”, and does not require capital support.  

Where a new sixth form is proposed by a specialist school that has met the “high performing” criteria and which has opted for a vocational specialism, capital funding will be made available from the new 16-19 Capital Fund. Specialist schools wishing to apply to the16-19 Capital fund should contact the Learning and Skills Council. 
There should also be a strong presumption in favour of proposals for a new sixth form where the school, whether specialist or not, is assessed as meeting the DfES criteria for "high performing" and does not require additional capital resources.  

The presumption will apply to proposals submitted to the SOC within:

· 12 months from the date a school is informed that it has achieved vocational specialist status; or. 

· 12 months from the date a school is informed that it meets the DfES criteria for “high performing”;

whichever is the latest.

Schools wishing to open a sixth form under these circumstances should consult and publish its proposals as soon as possible. The school should ensure that, in forwarding its proposals to the local school organisation committee, it provides a copy of the notification from the DfES that it meets one of the criterion in paragraph 4 above. 
It is important that any new school sixth form works in partnership with other providers to ensure young people have access to a wide range of learning opportunities. In assessing proposals from “high performing” schools to add a sixth form, decision-makers should have regard to the importance of collaborative working. 

1. “High performing” schools seeking to add sixth forms are subject to the same special procedures as secondary schools seeking to expand. The following timetable will therefore apply. 
	Stage of process
	New timeframe

	Period for objections and comments
	4 weeks

	Period by which the LEA must pass comments to SOC together with its own comments and views on the comments of others.
	2 weeks

	Period after which the governing body of the school concerned can ask for the proposal to be referred to the school adjudicator
	6 weeks


In addition, the governing bodies of all secondary schools bringing forward proposals to add sixth forms will be able to attend the School Organisation Committee meeting at which their proposals are to be discussed and make representations. They will also be able to appeal to the Adjudicator if their proposals are rejected by the SOC
