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The Education and Skills Committee  

The Education and Skills Committee is appointed by the House of Commons to 
examine the expenditure, administration and policy of the Department for 
Education and Skills and its associated public bodies. 

Membership at time Special Report agreed 

Mr Barry Sheerman MP (Labour, Huddersfield) (Chairman) 
Mr Douglas Carswell MP (Conservative, Harwich) 
Mr David Chaytor MP (Labour, Bury North) 
Jeff Ennis MP (Labour, Barnsley East & Mexborough) 
Paul Holmes MP (Liberal Democrat, Chesterfield) 
Helen Jones MP (Labour, Warrington North) 
Fiona Mactaggart MP (Labour, Slough) 
Mr Gordon Marsden MP (Labour, Blackpool South) 
Mr Andrew Pelling MP (Conservative, Croydon Central) 
Mr Graham Stuart MP (Conservative, Beverley & Holderness) 
Stephen Williams MP (Liberal Democrat, Bristol West) 
 

Powers 

The Committee is one of the departmental select committees, the powers of 
which are set out in House of Commons Standing Orders, principally in SO No 
152. These are available on the Internet via www.parliament.uk. 

Publications 

The Reports and evidence of the Committee are published by The Stationery 
Office by Order of the House. All publications of the Committee (including press 
notices) are on the Internet at www.parliament.uk/edskills/ 

Committee staff 

The current staff of the Committee are David Lloyd (Clerk), Sarah Thatcher, 
(Second Clerk), Nerys Roberts (Committee Specialist), Katie Phelan (Committee 
Assistant), Susan Ramsay (Committee Secretary), and John Kittle (Senior Office 
Clerk). 

Contacts 

All correspondence should be addressed to the Clerk of the Education and Skills 
Committee, House of Commons, 7 Millbank, London SW1P 3JA. The telephone 
number for general enquiries is 020 7219 6181; the Committee’s e-mail address is 
edskillscom@parliament.uk 

 
 
 



The Work of the Education and Skills Committee    1 

 

The Work of the Education and Skills 
Committee 
1. Following the division of the Department for Education and Skills into the Department 
for Children, Schools and Families and the Department for Innovation, Universities and 
Skills at the end of June this year it was clear that, in order to preserve the Departmental 
Committee structure of one committee for each Department of State, this Committee 
would need to be dissolved and two new Committees be put in its place. We had 
anticipated that this would happen by the end of July, but the decision of the House was 
that the new Committees would be put in place from the beginning of the 2007–08 
Session.1 

2. Since the division of the DfES we have concentrated on finishing inquiries that we had 
already embarked on. We have agreed reports for our inquiries into Post-16 Skills2 and on 
the future sustainability of the higher education sector,3 although we did not cover all the 
aspects of those issues that we would have done if time had allowed. In each of those 
reports we recommended that the Innovations, Universities and Skills Committee should 
continue the work that we had begun, and we repeat that recommendation here. 

3. We have also been able to agree reports on our follow-up inquiry into Special 
Educational Needs,4 and our inquiry into Creative Partnerships and the Curriculum.5 The 
one inquiry that we have announced but on which we have not been able to begin work is 
on testing and assessment. We have received 46 memoranda for this inquiry, which are 
available on our website.6 It is a complex subject which affects all of primary, secondary 
and post-16 education, which we did not consider that we could do justice to in the time 
available given that we had not begun to take oral evidence when the Departmental 
changes were announced. It is clear that this is an issue which is overdue for consideration 
and which has already attracted a great deal of interest.7 We recommend that our 
successors on the Children, Schools and Families Committee complete our inquiry into 
testing and assessment. 

4. We would like to thank all of those who have contributed to our inquiries during this 
Parliament, through oral and written evidence and by participating in visits and informal 
seminars. The great strength of  select committee inquiries is that they are founded on what 
people tell us, based on research or their own experience, and we ask everyone with the 

 
1 Votes and Proceedings, 25 July 2007. 

2 Education and Skills Committee, Ninth Report of 2006–07, Post–16 Skills, HC 333-I, 2 August 2007. 

3 Education and Skills Committee, Eighth Report of 2006–07, The future sustainability of the higher education sector: 
international aspects, HC 285-I, 5 August 2007. 

4 Education and Skills Committee, Tenth Report of 2006–07, Special Educational Needs: Assessment and Funding, HC 
1077, 25 October 2007. 

5 Education and Skills Committee, Eleventh Report of 2006–07, Creative Partnerships and the Curriculum, HC 1034.  

6 http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmselect/cmeduski/memo/test&ass/contents.htm 

7 See, for example, Pressure to reform tests, Times Educational Supplement, 21 September 2007, p1. 



2    The Work of the Education and Skills Committee 

 

interests of education at heart to continue to contribute to the inquiries of our two 
successor committees. 
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Reports from the Education and Skills 
Committee since 2001 

Session 2006–07 

First Report The Work of the Committee in 2005–06 HC 301 

Second Report Citizenship Education HC 147  

Third Report Bullying HC 85    

Fourth Report The Bologna Process HC 205  

Fifth Report 14–19 Diplomas HC 249  

Sixth Report The Work of Ofsted HC 165  

Seventh Report Sustainable Schools:  Are we building schools for the 
future? 

HC 140–I and II 

Eighth Report The future sustainability of the higher education 
sector: international aspects 

HC 285–I and II 

Ninth Report Post-16 Skills HC 333–I and II  

Tenth Report Special Educational Needs:  Assessment and Funding HC 1077   

Eleventh Report Creative Partnerships and the Curriculum HC 1034 

Session 2005-06 

First Report The Schools White Paper:  Higher Standards, Better 
Schools for All 

HC 633–I and II 

Second Report Public Expenditure on Education and Skills HC 479 

Third Report Special Educational Needs HC 478–I, II and III 

Fourth Report Further Education HC 649 

Fifth Report Public expenditure HC 1201 

Session 2004-05 

First Report Public Expenditure on Education and Skills HC 168 

Second Report Education Outside the Classroom HC 120 

Third Report UK e-University HC 205 

Fourth Report The Work of the Committee in 2004 HC 359 

Fifth Report Secondary Education HC 86 

Sixth Report National Skills Strategy: 14–19 Education HC 37 

Seventh Report Prison Education HC 114 

Eighth Report Teaching Children to Read HC 121 

Ninth Report Every Child Matters HC 40 

 



4    The Work of the Education and Skills Committee 

 

Session 2003-04 

First Report Public Expenditure: Schools’ Funding HC 112 

Second Report The Work of the Committee in 2002–03 HC 348 

Third Report The Draft School Transport Bill HC 509–I and II 

Fourth Report Secondary Education: School Admissions HC 58–I and II 

Fifth Report Secondary Education: Teacher Retention and 
Recruitment 

HC 1057–I and II 

Sixth Report The Work of Ofsted HC 426 

Session 2002–03 

First Report The Work of the Committee in 2002 HC 359 

Second Report Secondary Education:  Visits to Birmingham and 
Auckland 

HC 486 

Third Report A level Standards HC 153 

Fourth Report Secondary Education:  Diversity of Provision HC 94 

Fifth Report The Future of Higher Education HC 425 

Sixth Report The Work of Ofsted HC 531 

Seventh Report Secondary Education:  Pupil Achievement HC 513 

Session 2001–02 

First Report The Work of Ofsted HC 437 

Second Report Standards and Quality in Education:  The Annual 
Report of Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Schools 
2000–01 

HC 699 

Third Report Individual Learning Accounts HC 561 

Fourth Report Appointment of New HMCI HC 830 

Fifth Report Library Resources for Further Education HC 804 

Sixth Report Post-16 Student Support HC 445 

 


