Consultation on draft amendments to the Education (Specified Work and Registration) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2003 made under the Education Act 2002
Skills Tests:

     The five year grace period for teacher trainees who have completed their Initial Teacher Training course, but not passed all the skills tests (in English, Numeracy and ICT) will be replaced with a deadline of 31 August 2008.  This means that all existing teachers who have not passed the skills test will need to have done so before 1 September 2008. Also from 1 September 2008 all new teachers will need to have passed all of the skills tests and been awarded Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) before they can teach. 

Since 2001 there has been a rule that Overseas Trained Teachers could only teach here for 4 calendar years.  The following changes clarify some aspects of this, without changing the underlying rule:

People in training at the end of their 4 years:

     From 1 September 2008 OTTs who have not obtained QTS within 4 years will not be allowed to continue teaching beyond 4 years even if they are undertaking employment based training leading to QTS.  (The consultation had proposed to introduce this change from 1 September 2007 but it has been deferred until 1 September 2008).    

Instructors:

     headteachers who wish to employ overseas teacher trained teachers who have not obtained QTS within four years as Instructors may do so providing they satisfy the statutory requirements for employing Instructors- namely that there is no qualified teacher (or person on employment based training) available to fill it. They should not simply reclassify former teachers as instructors.  This is a continuation of the existing provision.

Extension to deadlines for those who have had statutory leave (e.g. maternity):

    Deadlines imposed on unqualified teachers, including OTTs, who carry out specified work will be extended to take account of statutory maternity, adoption, paternity or parental leave taken by the teacher. This change is effective from 1 September 2007.
We are arranging amending regulations to implement the above changes and clarifications. Updated guidance on teachernet reflects these regulatory changes which are subject to Parliamentary approval. Once this approval has been obtained, the guidance will be confirmed in the following section of the teachernet site:http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/overseastrainedteachers/
 

