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	Mandatory collection of ‘P’ scale data for pupils with special educational needs (SEN)

This consultation seeks views on draft Orders which will make the ‘P’ scales, for children who are working below level 1, part of the national curriculum. The Orders will make mandatory the collection of ‘P’ scale data, beginning in summer 2008. We are also seeking views on an associated document “Performance – P level – attainment targets for pupils with special educational needs who are working below level 1 of the national curriculum”.
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Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Nigel Fulton on: 

Telephone:0207 273 4729



	1
	Background and Context

	1.1
	Schools have been obliged to record and submit attainment information on each pupil based on the attainment target levels set out in the National Curriculum since it was introduced. However, this does not give meaningful information about the attainment of pupils who have not reached level 1 of the National Curriculum. 

	1.2
	The P scale performance descriptions (initially set out in Supporting the Target Setting Process in 1998) describe eight levels of attainment below level 1. They were revised in 2001 with more guidance and in July 2004 there was a further minor revision to increase clarity round the descriptions.   The P scales have been used widely by many schools and data has been collected from schools on a voluntary basis since 1999. 

	1.3
	The Department is committed to extending the use of P scales to measure the attainment of pupils with special education needs. The use of P scales has been supported in a number of documents, including in Excellence and Enjoyment: A strategy for primary schools (published in 2003), the Assessment and Reporting Arrangements booklets for 2004 and Removing Barriers to Achievement – The Government’s Strategy for SEN (2004). More recently, in the Government’s October 2006 response to the Education and Skills Select Committee’s report on SEN, the Government told the Committee that it would make collection of P scale data mandatory for all children with SEN working below level 1 of the National Curriculum.



	1.4
	At the turn of the year the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) consulted on a proposal to make P scales part of National Curriculum assessment, their use and collection of P level data mandatory.  QCA received approximately 1,000 responses with 81% in favour and 11% against with 8% indicating they did not know.  

	1.5
	The draft Orders which are being consulted on will give effect to P scales becoming part of the National Curriculum from the beginning of the 2007/08 academic year and mandatory collection of P scale data from summer 2008.  An associated document is also being consulted upon “Performance – P level – attainment targets for pupils who are working below level 1 of the national curriculum” which supplements the National Curriculum by specifying the P level attainment targets.    
The draft orders and the P scale document are available to be downloaded from www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/

	1.6
	Consultation Period
Under section 96 (7) of the Education Act 2002 "Procedures for making certain orders and regulations" in relation to the curriculum in England, the Secretary of State must allow a period of not less than one month for the submission of evidence and representations and can only make an order or regulations after the expiry of this time.  This consultation is limited to a one month period so that the final order can be made in time for it to apply throughout the 2007/08 academic year and to allow for mandatory collection of P scale data to begin in the summer of 2008. 

	2
	How To Respond

	2.1
	Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 2 July 2007:

Send by post to: 

Nigel Fulton, DfES Level 1F, Caxton House, London SW1H 9NA   

Send by e-mail to: pscales.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk   

	3
	Additional Copies

	3.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the DfES consultation site at:

www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/

Hard copies of this publication can also be obtained from:

Nigel Fulton  
DfES Level 1F 
Caxton House 
London SW1H 9NA
Tel:0207 273 4729

	4
	Plans for making results public

	4.1
	The results will be made public on the DfES Consultations Website by the beginning of August.


