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Papers for consultation on the issues for education for young people supervised be the youth justice system (age 10-17, across England only). This consultation follows a commitment in the publication 'Reducing Re-Offending Through Skills and Employment: Next Steps' (December 2006). The consultation seeks views on issues for young offenders access to and participation in education, training and employment; the curriculum offer; workforce development; and the accountability framework for young offenders' education.
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	A Consultation

	To
Those involved with education for young people supervised by the youth justice system, including youth justice practitioners (in custody and community), children's services, schools and education providers, and partner agencies.

Issued
4 April 2007

Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Jane Carr on:

Telephone:020 7925 6289

e-mail: schoolageoffenders.CONSULTATION@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
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	Introduction from Phil Hope, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Skills and Baroness Scotland, the QC Minister of State for Criminal Justice and Offender Management

	1.1
	Foreword
We must ensure that all children and young people can realise their potential and participate positively in society.  Providing appropriate support to the most vulnerable young people and those most at risk is central to the government’s policies in Every Child Matters and Youth Matters.  

A minority of young people face adverse childhoods and experience multiple difficulties in making the transition to adulthood.  They often have complex needs, including substance misuse, poor mental health, disrupted family backgrounds and poor experiences of education.  It is critical that we continue to develop our services to support young people at risk at the earliest opportunity.  Through our reforms to children’s and young people’s services we are striving to meet the needs of vulnerable young people and to prevent engagement in anti-social behaviour and crime.  

For the minority of young people who become involved in the youth justice system, we must ensure that services provide consistent and high quality support to help them move away from a life of crime.  A wealth of evidence suggests that participation in education, training and employment is a key factor in preventing offending behaviour.  We know that detachment from mainstream learning and under-achievement are two of the main risk factors related to youth offending.  Equally, participation in motivational education and employment programmes can set young offenders on a path to a crime free life.

Much has been achieved already.  The creation of the Youth Justice Board in 1998 has improved the offer we make to young people in the youth justice system.  Following the consultation on our Green Paper Reducing Re-Offending through Skills and Employment’ last year, we published plans for implementing the proposals in our ‘Next Steps’ document in December 2006. This document outlined our commitment to improving education for young people in the youth justice system. 

We are pressing ahead with other educational reforms, including the development of a new curriculum for young people aged 14-19, which will provide an opportunity to consider how we best meet the needs of some of this group of young people.  The recently published Green Paper ‘Raising Expectations: Staying in Education and Training Post-16’ will also have an impact and we look forward to receiving consultation responses on these issues.  

We want to stimulate debate on the way forward to ensure that young people receive the support they need to engage in education and employment programmes that support them in leading law-abiding lives.  Last year we undertook some extensive research with our partners and stakeholders into the major issues affecting progress and are now consulting on some of the key areas. We are extremely interested in hearing your views on the issues presented in our series of consultation papers: ‘Ensuring Participation’, Delivering a Suitable Curriculum’, ‘Workforce Development’ and ‘Accountability for Young Offenders’ Education’, as well as any other views you have.

Responses to this consultation will inform our thinking as we develop policy plans, to be published later this year. We look forward to hearing from you.
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	Introduction

	2.1
	School-age offender education consultation – explanatory note
The Department for Education and Skills, Home Office and Youth Justice Board would welcome your participation in this consultation to consider the issues and priorities for reforming education for young people supervised by the youth justice system.  The purpose of this consultation is to stimulate debate across the sector and to build consensus on the right way forward.  

We have presented a series of ‘issues papers’ providing an analysis of four key areas for consideration, each of which poses questions for consultation.  To supplement the consultation papers, two additional papers provide contextual information:

1. Background Paper – to provide contextual information relating to the demographics, background and early educational experiences of young people supervised by the youth justice system.
2. Prevention paper - detailing the package of government policies and programmes to prevent young people from engaging in anti-social behaviour and crime and from entering the youth justice system.
3. Four ‘Issues Papers’ on education for young people in the youth justice system are for consultation: 

• Issue Paper 1 - Ensuring participation: covering access to, and engagement in, appropriate and sustainable provision for young offenders in custody and the community.

• Issue Paper 2 – Delivering a relevant curriculum: covering the content of learning programmes for young offenders, both in custody and the community, to meet personal needs and prepare young people with skills they need for life and employment.

• Issue Paper 3 - Workforce development: covering issues around ensuring a qualified and professional workforce, continuous professional development and mechanisms to support the workforce in delivering successful outcomes for young people.

• Issue Paper 4 – Clarifying accountability: covering roles, responsibilities and accountability mechanisms for young offenders’ education and the levers for raising standards and improving outcomes.

We also welcome responses on other related issues which fall outside the key areas presented, but which you think should be considered in the development of future plans for education for young people in the youth justice system.  Respondents may wish to consider Government plans to raise post-16 participation as they respond.  These issues are considered within the Green Paper consultation Raising Expectations: Staying in Education and Training Post 16 running from 22nd March to 14th June 2007.


Consultation scope
This review of education for young offenders covers all young people supervised by the youth justice system (aged 10-17 inclusive, both in custody and the community), with a particular focus on the needs and outcomes of young offenders of compulsory school-age.  Consideration of young offenders’ education within custody includes services across the full secure estate for young people (young offender institutions, secure training centres and secure children’s homes).

Although the Youth Justice Board and the youth justice system operates across both England and Wales, this consultation covers education policy for young offenders in England only, except where otherwise stated.  Education and training policy became a devolved responsibility in Wales in 1999.  The Welsh Assembly Government reviewed education and training for young offenders in 2003, and established the Young Offenders’ Learning project in 2005 to tackle the issues identified.  Information about the Welsh Assembly Government’s main policy commitments, strategies and guidance can be found at: www.wales.gov.uk/index.htm
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	How To Respond

	3.1
	This consultation will run for a three month period between 4th April 2007 and 4th July 2007.  Responses from all interested organisations and individuals will be welcomed, particularly those from partner agencies and practitioners working in the youth justice sector, in children and young peoples services, and from the voluntary and community sector.

Reponses to the questions posted within the ‘Issues Papers’ should be received via the consultation response service on the Department for Education and Skills website by 4th July 2007.  For respondents unable to access the consultation online, hard copies of the consultation papers can be obtained by contacting Jane Carr on 020 7925 6289 and should be mailed to Consultation Unit, Floor 1A, Castle View House, Runcorn WA7 2GJ.
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	Plans for making results public

	4.1
	We are committed to publishing forward plans to improve education access and outcomes for young people supervised by the youth justice system by the end of this year.  Responses to this consultation will inform policy thinking and policy debates in order to secure improvements in education participation, progression and achievement for this group of young people.


