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This is a consultation on the barring policy and processes, including the list of automatic barring offences, under the new vetting and barring scheme to be introduced by the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006. The scheme comes into force from Autumn 2008.
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The tragic murders of Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman in Soham in 2002 highlighted clearly and painfully the areas for improvement needed in the safeguarding systems at the time. In response, the Government commissioned an inquiry chaired by Sir Michael Bichard to investigate those areas, and welcomed the publication of his report in 2004, accepting all of its 31 recommendations. The Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act, which gained Royal Assent in November 2006, was introduced specifically in response to recommendation 19, which proposed requiring the registration of those who wish to work with children or vulnerable adults. The Act provides the framework for a new vetting and barring scheme for these groups. This consultation is part of our extensive communication campaign about this new scheme, and sets out our proposals for the barring process and the criteria which result in automatic barring on the new barred lists.  

Nothing can be more important than ensuring that children and vulnerable adults are properly safeguarded. Since 1997 the Government has invested heavily in strengthening safeguards for children and vulnerable adults, and has tried to ensure that lessons are learned from tragic events such as the Soham murders and the death of Victoria Climbié. We have introduced a number of measures to protect vulnerable people including: 

• The Protection of Children Act scheme was introduced in 2000, with the Protection of Vulnerable Adults scheme following in 2004. 
• The Criminal Records Bureau was created in 2002, with the task of providing criminal records checks on people wishing to work with children or vulnerable adults — CRB checks are now mandatory for schools, the care home sector, and the domiciliary care sector.  
• The Sexual Offences Act 2003 strengthened notification requirements for sex offenders. 
• The Children Act 2004 further strengthened arrangements to safeguard and promote children’s welfare, and introduced Local Safeguarding Children Boards. 
• In 2006 we set up the Dignity in Care initiative to ensure all older people are treated with dignity when using health and social care services, and we also published the ‘Our Health, Our Care, Our Say’  white paper which included measures covering vulnerable adults. 
• In response to the study into the prevalence of abuse and neglect of older people published on June 14th 2007, the Department of Health will be reviewing No Secrets which is guidance for local authorities on tackling abuse of vulnerable adults. 
• A new national monitoring system of reports of abuse of vulnerable adults will be introduced during 2008-09.
• The Safeguarding Children and Safer Recruitment in Education guidance, which is underpinned by regulations, came into force in January 2007. This consolidated guidance sets out the responsibilities of all local authorities and the education sector to safeguard and promote the welfare of children and young people. 
• ‘Staying Safe’ is a key outcome of the ‘Every Child Matters’ programme. 

In Northern Ireland the Protection of Children (NI) Service and the Vulnerable Adults (NI) Service were introduced in April 2005.  These services broadly mirror the schemes created under the Protection of Children Act and the Protection of Vulnerable Adults scheme.  However, vetting checks are currently carried out by a range of Departments, namely the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety for the voluntary and community sectors, the Department of Education for the education sector and the Police Service of Northern Ireland for the statutory sector.  Work is well underway to create a new vetting body, under the auspices of Part 5 of the Police Act 1997.  This body will be known as “Access NI” and is expected to be introduced in early 2008.

The new scheme, provided for under the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act, represents further important progress and will significantly strengthen current vetting and barring arrangements. Its aim is to help avoid harm, or risk of harm, to children and vulnerable adults by preventing those who are unsuitable to work with them from gaining access to them through work, whether paid or unpaid. 

Everyone has a responsibility in ensuring that children and vulnerable adults are safe and as such are able to offer important contributions to this consultation – we look forward to hearing your views.
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	1
	Executive Summary

	1.1
	This consultation invites views on the barring proposal of the new vetting and barring scheme introduced under the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006. 

The consultation document is in two sections: the first covers barring processes; the second covers automatic barring in particular. The aspects of barring considered in the consultation are:

· Time Period to Make Representations – the period allowed for an individual to prepare for and make representations. This includes getting access to legal or other advice, gathering evidence etc. 

· Minimum No-Review Period – the minimum period before an individual is able to apply for permission to apply for a review of his case. The Independent Safeguarding Authority will not grant permission unless it is satisfied that the individual no longer poses a risk to children or vulnerable adults. 

· Age Boundary in Relation to Minimum Barred Period – how an individual’s age should be taken into account in relation to the length of the minimum no-review period. 

· Automatic Barring Offences – a proposed list of offences that will result in an automatic bar under the new scheme.

The scheme comes into force from Autumn 2008. The full consultation document is available to download on this website.

	2
	Background and Context

	2.1
	Please see consultation document - download by clicking here.  

	3
	The Proposals

	3.1
	Please see consultation document - download by clicking here.

	4
	How To Respond

	4.1
	You can respond online by selecting the 'respond online' option.

Alternatively, you can download and complete the response form and return it by email to: svgact-barring.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk

or by post to: Consultation Unit, Area 1A, Castle View House, East Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire WA7 2GJ.

	5
	Additional Copies

	5.1
	Additional copies can be downloaded from the DfES e-consultation website (http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations). 

	6
	Plans for making results public

	6.1
	The results of this consultation will be made public on the DfES e-consultation website by November 2007.


