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	Consultation on Regulations and Guidance on Management Committees for Pupil Referral Units

The Government plans to introduce regulations making it a statutory duty for local authorities to establish Management Committees for their pupil referral units. This will be an important change in the way that PRUs are managed and it is necessary that we hear the views of all interested parties.
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Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact  Maleck Boodoo, Alternative Provision Team, Second Floor, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT. 

Telephone: 020 7925 5475

e-mail: Maleck.BOODOO@dfes.gsi.gov.uk


	
	Contact Details

	
	If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888

Fax: 01928 794 311

e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
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	Executive Summary

	1.1
	Draft regulations, made under section 19 of the Education Act 1996, provide for the constitution and procedures of management committees of pupil referral units (PRUs).  The regulations will take effect from May 2007 and will require local authorities to establish a prescribed management committee for each PRU or group of PRUs they maintain. Management committees will operate from 3 September 2007.  

The Regulations will cover the size and constitution of management committees, the stakeholder groups that must be represented, and the procedures to be followed. 


	2
	Background and Context

	2.1
	Section 19 of the Education Act 1996 (as amended) provides for regulations to be made for the establishment of management committees for PRUs.  A draft of these regulations and associated guidance provide for the constitution of management committees and the procedures they should follow in exercising their functions.  

The draft Regulations and Guidance in this consultation largely carry forward existing governance arrangements which are currently applicable to governing bodies of maintained schools, but with some amendments which take account of the particular circumstances of PRUs.   When they are finalised, the Regulations will cover the size and constitution of management committees and the stakeholder groups that must be represented.  They also provide for two or more PRUs to be governed by a single management committee.  Accordingly, they set out the detailed legislative provisions that aim to strengthen the leadership and management of PRUs. 

The documents are aimed at local authorities, PRU management committees, organisations with an interest in PRU provision, and other stakeholders with an interest in becoming involved in the provision and management of PRUs, e.g. school behaviour partnerships.  

We aim to bring these provisions into force in May 2007 to allow for management committee members to be appointed and elected so that management committees are operational from September 2007.   We expect members of existing non-statutory management committees, where they exist, to be considered for appointment to statutory management committees if they meet the criteria for the relevant category of member.
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	The Proposals

	3.1
	The main provisions of the regulations and associated guidance are:

· To require local authorities who maintain a PRU to establish a management committee for it; 

· To enable two or more PRUs to be governed by one management committee; 

· For the size of a management committee to be between 7 and 20; 

· For management committees to comprise four stakeholder groups: parents, staff, the local authority, and the community it serves; 

· For headteachers, other senior staff and governors of local schools to serve as community members of management committees;  

· For management committees to discharge functions that are delegated to them by local authorities; 

· For the procedures to be followed by management committee in exercising their functions; 

· For the management committee constitution of each PRU or groups of PRU to be set out in an Instrument of Government.
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	How To Respond

	4.1
	The consultation ends on 14 March 2007.
                                                       
You can respond online by selecting the 'respond online' option.  

Alternatively, you can email your response to prumc.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk or send hard copy responses to:

Tim Youlden
AP Team, IBAU
Department for Education and Skills
2nd Floor, Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London SW1P 3BT
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	Additional Copies

	5.1
	All consultation documents are downloadable from this site.  If you require paper copies of any of the documents, please contact Tim Youlden on 020 7925 6003. 
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	Plans for making results public

	6.1
	A summary of the consultation responses will be published on this site in July 2007. 


