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	1
	Summary

	1.1
	The European Credit Transfer System for Vocational Education and Training (ECVET) is a proposal from the European Commission designed to facilitate the transfer, accumulation and recognition of people’s learning outcomes. One of the main obstacles to mobility in vocational training is the difficulty in identifying and validating learning acquired during a stay in another country. ECVET therefore proposes a system that will enable learning outcomes (whether through formal, non-formal or informal learning) that are acquired abroad to be taken into consideration when issuing a qualification in the learner’s country of origin. 

 

	1.2
	This consultation invites parties to consider the areas in which the proposed system could add value, to comment on its technical basis and to examine the process by which ECVET could be implemented.

 

	2
	Background and Context

	2.1
	The Copenhagen Declaration, adopted in 2002 by the Education Ministers of 31 European countries, suggested a number of ways in which European co-operation in the field of vocational education and training (VET) could be improved. These included increasing transparency, comparability, transferability and recognition of competence and qualifications. The subsequent Maastricht Communiqué (14 December 2004) stressed that priority should be given to a credit transfer system for VET.

This European Commission Staff Working Document is intended as a consultation document. It is addressed to the European countries that adopted the Copenhagen Declaration, as well as European social partners and professional bodies, and is designed to invite all those stakeholders and experts to give their views and comments on what the objectives, principles and technical characteristics of an ECVET system might be.

The proposed ECVET system is intended for individuals who, throughout their learning pathways, want to accumulate the benefit of the learning outcomes they achieve over time to obtain a qualification and/or to transfer their learning achievements between qualifications, between vocational education or training systems and between countries.

It proposes a common approach to describing qualifications, in order to make them easier to understand from one system to another. Under the ECVET system, qualifications will be described in terms of learning outcomes, and will be organized into units of learning outcomes which can be accumulated and transferred. The system will be underpinned by partnership agreements or memoranda of understanding (MoU) between VET providers.

ECVET will complement the proposed European Qualifications Framework (EQF). While EQF is a reference tool to facilitate the transfer and recognition of completed qualifications based on learning outcomes and is essentially a translation device, ECVET is seen as a technical tool to support the framework by allocating credits for units of knowledge and competence, acquired during a period abroad, that count towards a vocational qualification.

	3
	The Proposals

	3.1
	The proposals are in the attached document issued from the European Commission on 31.10.2006. The document is also available at this link: http://ec.europa.eu/education/ecvt/work_en.pdf

	4
	How To Respond

	4.1
	Please complete the on-line questionnaire on this website.

Further comments can be e-mailed to Ecvet.CONSULTATION@dfes.gsi.gov.uk or posted to: 

Rob Kettell, Level 5C, Caxton House, Tothill Street, London SW1H 9NA

	5
	Additional Copies

	5.1
	Additional copies of the Commission consultation document can be downloaded from the Commission website at:

http://ec.europa.eu/education/ecvt/work_en.pdf

	6
	Plans for making results public

	6.1
	A UK report outlining the results of this consultation will be produced by DfES in March. This will be forwarded to the European Commission and will be published on the DfES website.


