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	EYFS Learning and Development Requirements Order

Comments are invited on the draft Learning and Development Requirements Order, attached along with the draft EYFS Statutory Framework Document, and a summary of the views received during the consultation which ran from May to July 2006. We would like your views by 2nd February, prior to making the Order and finalising the EYFS Statutory document ahead of the launch of the full EYFS Package in the Spring.
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	1
	Executive Summary

	1.1
	Introduction
The Childcare Act 2006  (“the Act”) which received Royal Assent on 11th July 2006, makes provision for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)  that will become a statutory requirement from September 2008.  The EYFS is being developed to deliver improved outcomes for all young children, across every area of learning and development.  It will help raise quality across early years provision and ensure learning and development experiences meet the individual needs of children.  The Act requires the Secretary of State to specify the learning and development requirements and welfare requirements that together make up the Early Years Foundation Stage.  From Autumn 2008, it is intended that early years providers will be required to comply with the welfare requirements, and ensure that their provision meets the learning and development requirements. 

 

	1.2
	Section 39 of the Act requires the Secretary of State to specify the learning and development and welfare requirements that together will define the EYFS.  The EYFS is provided for by the Early Years Foundation Stage (Learning and Development Requirements) Order 2007 (“the Order”), the Early Years Foundation Stage (Welfare Requirements) Regulations 2007 (“the regulations”), and the EYFS Statutory Framework Document.  The Order specifies early learning goals and educational programmes which are set out in full in the EYFS Statutory Framework Document.  The assessment arrangements are set out in full in the Order, and are duplicated in the EYFS Statutory Framework Document.  The welfare requirements are specified in the regulations, and are set out in full in the EYFS Statutory Framework Document.

 

	1.3
	The EYFS Statutory Framework Document sets out the requirements that providers need to meet to support the development of babies and young children without prescribing a uniform approach to early learning and development.  The learning and development requirements are designed to have sufficient flexibility to provide the six areas of learning and development in a way that reflects the needs and circumstances of each child, and which is compatible with providers’ and parents’ philosophies and beliefs.  

 

	1.4
	In order to meet the requirements of section 45(3) of the Act, the Secretary of State is publishing a draft of the Order, the EYFS Statutory Framework Document, and a summary of the views received during the consultation which ran from May to July 2006.  In accordance with section 45(4), we are allowing a period of six weeks for the submission of further evidence and representations before making the Order and finalising the EYFS Statutory Framework document ahead of the launch of the full EYFS Package in the spring.  

	2
	Background and Context

	2.1
	We have already consulted widely on the EYFS.  The EYFS consultation was published in May 2006 and closed on 28 July.  During the twelve week formal consultation period the department dispatched over 45,000 copies of the EYFS consultation document and received around 1,800 written responses from a wide range of stakeholders.  In parallel, the Primary National Strategy and QCA both held events to canvass the views of local authorities and practitioners.  These events involved over 7000 participants across the country and included early years lecturers in further and higher education; head teachers; early years lead officers; childminders (including network coordinators); owners of early years settings; representatives from the private, voluntary and independent sector (including Montessori); and Foundation Stage consultants (including Area Special Educational Needs coordinators).  A short pilot of the EYFS framework was also carried out during this time, actively engaging with Children’s Centres (leaders and practitioners) in ten local authorities; private voluntary independent sector providers in six local authorities; and a number of relevant providers in a local authority involved in the DfES pilot on funded places for two year olds.

	2.2
	The EYFS consultation highlighted that many respondents expressed the view that details must be clearer, in both wording and format, in distinguishing between the statutory requirements and the guidance elements of the EYFS framework.  We have taken on board the comments and messages in line with these responses including the views of HM Chief Inspector of Schools in England (“Ofsted”) and streamlined the statutory learning and development requirements in the attached document.  We are publishing the draft Order and EYFS Statutory Framework Document now in order to comply with section 45(3) of the Act to allow for the submission of any further evidence and representations, before publication and wider dissemination of the full EYFS Package in the Spring.  The Government Response to the Consultation is attached for reference.

	3
	The Proposals

	3.1
	Looking ahead to implementation, it is intended that from September 2008, the EYFS will be the phase of learning and development for children in the age range from birth to the end of the academic year in which they turn five (0-5).  It will be implemented by all registered early years providers, as well as those independent schools, maintained schools, and non-maintained special schools who, by virtue of section 34(2) of the Act, are not required to be registered.

	3.2
	The learning and development requirements set out the standards that providers need to meet to support the development of babies and young children without prescribing a uniform approach to early learning and development. They are fully flexible in order to accommodate a range of early years philosophies and to be responsive to the needs of individual children. 

 

	3.3
	The EYFS Statutory Framework will be fully inclusive of all children’s needs, reflecting their ethnicity, culture, religion or belief, home language, family background, SEN, disability, gender or ability. Its primary focus is to meet the individual needs of children and there is significant flexibility to provide the 6 areas of learning and development in a way that reflects the needs and circumstances of every child.

	3.4
	We are allowing a period of six weeks for further evidence and representations to be submitted on the learning and development requirements.  In the New Year we will consult on proposals for exemptions from the learning and development requirements. 

	3.5
	Attached are the following documents:

· Draft Early Years Foundation Stage (Learning and Development Requirements) Order 2007 

· EYFS Statutory Framework Document (legal requirements and statutory guidance) 

· Government Response to the EYFS Consultation 

· Draft Early Years Foundation Stage (Welfare Requirements) Regulations 2007

The consultation runs from 20 December to 2 February.

	4
	How To Respond

	4.1
	You can respond on-line at www.dfes.uk/consultations/
or in writing to;

EYFS Legislation Inspection and Safeguarding Team
DfES
2C
Caxton House
Tothill street
London
SW1H 9NA

or by email to:
LDOrder.CONSULTATION@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
 

	5
	Additional Copies

	5.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the DfES consultations site:

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/ 

	6
	Plans for making results public

	6.1
	We will publish the results of the consultation in March prior to making the Order and finalising the EYFS Statutory Framework document ahead of the launch of the full EYFS Package in the Spring.  The results will be published on the DfES website.


