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This consultation is to seek the views of the general public on International GCSEs in maintained schools in England.

	[image: image1.png]department for

education and skills

creating opportunity, releasing potential, achieving excellence






	International GCSEs in the maintained sector in England

	A Consultation

	To
Schools, Governors, Local Authorities, Parents, Academics, Interested parties

Issued
23 November 2006

Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Cynthia Davies on:

Telephone: 020 7925 5984

e-mail: cynthia.davies@dfes.gsi.gov.uk


	
	Contact Details

	
	If you have any queries about the consultation, please contact Cynthia Davies on 020 7925 5984 or cynthia.davies@dfes.gsi.gov.uk. 
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	Background and Context

	1.1
	A Consultation to seek views of key stakeholders on International GCSEs (iGCSE) in the maintained sector in England
iGCSEs are designed primarily as qualifications for overseas candidates. More recently they have been taken up by some schools in the independent sector.  iGCSEs are currently not approved for use by pupils in maintained schools in this country, and unlike ordinary GCSEs, are not aligned to the National Curriculum programmes of study.  Since iGCSEs have not been approved under Section 96/97 of the Learning and Skills Act 2000 and they have not been accredited by QCA, there is no regulatory mechanism to ensure comparability between GCSEs and iGCSEs. iGCSE results are therefore not included in the Department’s Achievement and Attainment tables.  

Earlier this year, we asked the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) to carry out a comparability study into a selection of iGCSE syllabuses and comparable GCSE syllabuses. The context was a request by us for advice relevant to considering the suitability of iGCSE for use in state maintained schools in England. 

In our 14-19 Education and Skills White Paper, published in 2005, we said that our intention is to create an educational system tailored to the needs of the individual pupil. As part of that commitment, the DfES is interested in having a wider consultation with key stakeholders on iGCSEs in the maintained sector. 

We know that iGCSEs have generated some interest in the Educational community, particularly in the Independent sector. There have been suggestions that they should be available in the maintained sector.  QCA today publish their comparability report, GCSEs and iGCSEs compared: GCSE and iGCSE examinations in 2005 in English, French, mathematics and science (double award) which is available to download from the QCA website, www.qca.org.uk. It highlights significant differences between GCSE and iGCSE, particularly in relation to the statutory requirements of the National Curriculum and comparability with GCSEs. These are significant obstacles to these qualifications  being introduced into maintained schools. 

We would like your views on iGCSEs to help inform us as to whether we should explore further with Awarding Bodies how to overcome these obstacles to the use of iGCSEs in the maintained sector. We are not changing the requirements of the national curriculum and our commitment to GCSEs remains as firm as ever. There are no plans to drop these qualifications.  

To contribute to this consultation, please complete the following questionnaire.

A parallel consultation is taking place in Wales.
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	How To Respond

	2.1
	To contribute to this consultation, you can either respond online by choosing the 'respond online option, send an email response to igcse.consultationresponses@dfes.gsi.gov.uk  or a postal response to :

DfES, GCSE and A Level Team, 3a Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT

The consultation will run from 23 November 2006 until 22 February 2007. We look forward to receiving your views.
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	Additional Copies

	3.1
	All consultation documents are available to download from this site.

	4
	Plans for making results public

	4.1
	We will publish the results of the consultation on the DfES Consultations website in March 2007


