REPORT OF THE CONSULTATION TO SEEK THE VIEWS OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC ON INTERNATIONAL GCSEs IN MAINTAINED SCHOOLS IN ENGLAND

Introduction

International GCSEs (iGCSEs) are designed primarily as qualifications for overseas candidates. More recently they have been taken up by some schools in the independent sector.  iGCSEs are currently not approved for funding in respect of pupils in maintained schools in this country, and unlike ordinary GCSEs, are not aligned to the National Curriculum programmes of study.  Since iGCSEs have not been approved for funding under Section 96/97 of the Learning and Skills Act 2000 and they have not been accredited by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA), there is no regulatory mechanism to ensure comparability between GCSEs and iGCSEs. iGCSE results are therefore not included in the Department’s Achievement and Attainment tables.  

Earlier this year, we asked the QCA to carry out a comparability study into a selection of iGCSE syllabuses and comparable GCSE syllabuses. The context was a request by us for advice relevant to considering the suitability of iGCSE for use in state maintained schools in England. 

In our White Paper “14-19 Education and Skills”, published in 2005, we said that our intention was to create an educational system tailored to the needs of the individual pupil. As part of that commitment, the DfES was interested in having a wider consultation with key stakeholders on iGCSEs in the maintained sector. 

We know that iGCSEs have generated some interest in the educational community, particularly in the Independent sector. There have been suggestions that they should be available in the maintained sector.  QCA have published their comparability report, GCSEs and iGCSEs compared: GCSE and iGCSE examinations in 2005 in English, French, mathematics and science (double award) which is available to download from the QCA website at www.qca.org.uk. It highlights significant differences between GCSE and iGCSE, particularly in relation to the statutory requirements of the National Curriculum and comparability with GCSEs. These are significant obstacles to these qualifications being introduced into maintained schools. 

This e-consultation, published on the DfES consultation website in February 2007, was to gain the views of the general public on iGCSEs to help inform us as to whether we should explore further with Awarding Bodies how to overcome these obstacles to the use of iGCSEs in the maintained sector. A parallel consultation took place in Wales.

This report is based on 125 responses to the e-consultation questionnaire. As some respondents may have offered a number of options for questions, total percentages listed under any one question may exceed 100%. Throughout the report, percentages are expressed as a measure of those answering each question, not as a measure of all respondents. 

Summary of responses

Q1.
How would you rate your knowledge and understanding of iGCSEs?
There were 75 responses to this question. 

44 (59%) respondents had a strong knowledge and understanding of iGCSEs, 23 (30%) respondents had a fair knowledge, 8 (11%) had limited knowledge.  

29 (39%) respondents commented that their knowledge and understanding of iGCSEs came from personal experiences of iGCSEs either through literature or teaching. Some respondents commented that although they had knowledge or understanding of iGCSEs, more information was needed before iGCSEs could be seriously considered within the maintained sector. 3 (4%) respondents commented that given their knowledge and understanding of iGCSEs, they should not be used in maintained schools.
Q2.
Do you see a role for IGCSEs in helping schools to meet the assessment objectives of the National Curriculum?
There were 92 responses to this question.

60 (65%) respondents saw a role for iGCSEs in helping schools to meet the assessment objectives of the National Curriculum, 10 (11%) respondents did not, 22 (24%) respondents were not sure. 

32 (35%) respondents commented that the reason they could see a role for iGCSE in helping schools to meet the assessment objectives of the national curriculum was because it represented choice. 3 (3%) respondents commented that iGCSEs were not suited to meet the assessment objectives of the national curriculum.
Q3.
What particular aspects or obstacles need to be considered for effective introduction of iGCSEs in the maintained sector?
There were 44 responses to this question.

30 (68%) respondents felt that recognition in leagues tables was either an obstacle or an aspect that needed to be considered, 21 (50%) respondents felt it was QCA recognition, 12 (27%) respondents felt there were no obstacles. 4 (9%) respondents felt training was an obstacle or aspect for consideration.    

I
Q4a.
Would you use the IGCSE if it were available to maintained schools as a regulated qualification by QCA that conforms to the requirements of the National Curriculum?
There were 57 responses to this question.

42 (73%) respondents said they would use the iGCSE if it were available to maintained schools as a regulated qualification by QCA that conforms to the requirements of the National Curriculum, 5 (9%) respondents would not, 10 (18%) respondents were not sure.     

Q4b.
If "Yes", for which group of students?
There were 29 responses to this question.

12 (41%) respondents would use iGCSEs for all students, 11 (38%) respondents would use iGCSEs for Year 10 and 11 students, 6 (21%) respondents would use iGCSEs for Gifted and Talented students.
Q5.
Would you like maintained schools to offer IGCSEs in all subjects or English, mathematics and science only?



There were 86 responses to this question.

74 (84%) respondents would like maintained schools to offer iGCSEs in all subjects, if they are accredited for use, 6 (7%) respondents would like English, mathematics and science only, 5 (6%) had no view, 3 (6%) respondents did not know.

Q6.
Please make any general comments on iGCSEs.
There were 58 responses to this question. Many of the responses covered more than one subject. This summary has divided these responses into 7 broad categories.
42 (72%) respondents commented that iGCSEs should be available in all subjects in the maintained sector, 41 (71%) respondents commented on the need to work with awarding bodies to overcome obstacles, 41 (71%) respondents commented that iGCSEs should be recognised in the achievement and attainment tables, 39 (67%) respondents commented on supporting iGCSEs for use in the maintained sector, 16 (28%) respondents commented on QCA’s accreditation requirements being an obstacle, 12 (21%) respondents commented that iGCSEs should be included in the National Qualifications Framework, 5 (9%) respondents commented that schools should decide.   

Responses to the Consultation - Statistics 

Q1 How would you rate your knowledge and understanding of iGCSEs? 

There were 75 responses to this question.

	 
	Student
	Parent
	Teacher
	Head Teacher
	Governor
	Academic
	Director of Studies
	Other
	Total

	Strong
	0
	3
	12
	18
	2
	1
	1
	7
	44
	59%

	Fair
	0
	1
	6
	6
	2
	0
	1
	7
	23
	30%

	Limited
	0
	1
	4
	2
	0
	0
	0
	1
	8
	11%

	Nil
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0%


Q2
 Do you see a role for iGCSEs in helping schools to meet the assessment objectives of the National Curriculum?

  There were 92 responses to this question.

	 
	Student
	Parent
	Teacher
	Head Teacher
	Governor
	Academic
	Director of Studies
	Other
	Total

	Yes
	0
	3
	12
	30
	4
	2
	2
	7
	60
	65%

	No
	0
	0
	4
	1
	0
	0
	0
	5
	10
	11%

	Not Sure
	0
	2
	6
	12
	0
	0
	0
	2
	22
	24%


Q3  What particular aspects or obstacles need to be considered for effective introduction of iGCSEs in the maintained sector?

There were 44 responses to this question.

	 
	Student
	Parent
	Teacher
	Head Teacher
	Governor
	Academic
	Director of Studies
	Other
	Total

	Recognition in league tables
	0
	0
	3
	20
	0
	1
	0
	6
	30
	68%

	QCA recognition
	0
	0
	3
	14
	0
	0
	0
	5
	21
	50%

	No obstacles
	0
	1
	0
	9
	0
	1
	1
	0
	12
	27%

	Training
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	4
	9%


Q4 a)   Would you use iGCSEs if they were available to maintained schools as a regulated qualification by QCA that conforms to the requirements of the National Curriculum?

There were 57 responses to this question.

	 
	Student
	Parent
	Teacher
	Head Teacher
	Governor
	Academic
	Director of Studies
	Other
	Total

	Yes
	0
	3
	15
	14
	3
	1
	1
	5
	42
	73%

	No
	0
	0
	2
	1
	0
	0
	0
	2
	5
	9%

	Not sure
	0
	0
	2
	6
	0
	0
	1
	1
	10
	18%



Q4 b)  If ‘Yes’, for which group of students?

There were 29 responses to this question.

	 
	Student
	Parent
	Teacher
	Head Teacher
	Governor
	Academic
	Director of Studies
	Other
	Total

	All
	0
	1
	5
	3
	1
	0
	0
	2
	12
	41%

	Yr 10 & 11
	0
	0
	3
	8
	0
	0
	0
	0
	11
	38%

	Gifted/Talented
	0
	0
	2
	1
	2
	0
	0
	1
	6
	21%


Q5
 Would you like maintained schools to offer access to iGCSEs in all subjects or English, Maths and Science only?

 There were 86 responses to this question.

	 
	Student
	Parent
	Teacher
	Head Teacher
	Governor
	Academic
	Director of Studies
	Other
	Total

	All subjects
	0
	3
	17
	36
	3
	2
	3
	8
	72
	84%

	English, Maths and Science only
	0
	1
	2
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	6
	7%

	No view
	0
	0
	1
	2
	1
	0
	0
	1
	5
	6%

	Don't know
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	1
	3
	3%


Q6
 Please make any general comments on iGCSEs in the comment box below


There were 58 responses to this question.


	 
	Student
	Parent
	Teacher
	Head Teacher
	Governor
	Academic
	Director of Studies
	Other
	Total

	Available in all subjects
	0
	0
	1
	32
	0
	1
	3
	5
	42
	72%

	Awarding Bodies to overcome obstacles
	0
	0
	3
	31
	0
	1
	3
	3
	41
	71%

	Achievement & Attainment tables
	0
	0
	2
	31
	0
	1
	3
	4
	41
	71%

	Support
	0
	0
	3
	27
	0
	0
	3
	6
	39
	67%

	QCA endorsed
	0
	0
	2
	11
	0
	0
	0
	3
	16
	28%

	Nat Qualifications Framework
	0
	0
	0
	7
	0
	1
	2
	2
	12
	21%

	Schools should decide
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	3
	5
	9%


1

