Response to Consultation

Safeguarding Children from Abuse Linked to a Belief in Spirit Possession

Introduction

The consultation started on 2 February and ended on 9 March. We received 64 responses.
As some respondents may have chosen a number of options in response to questions, total percentages listed under any one question may exceed 100%.  

Throughout the report, percentages are expressed as a measure of those answering each question, not as a measure of all respondents.

The report starts with an overview of responses, followed by a brief summary of the changes made as a result of the responses, and then by:

- appendix i which provides a statistical analysis of responses by respondent type; 
- appendix ii which provides a numerical breakdown of responses to each question. 

Overview of Responses

The majority of responses were positive and welcomed this guidance.

 A number of respondents made suggestions on how we could improve the document, and make it clearer in places.
The majority of respondents agreed with the described incidence and forms of abuse.  Some respondents suggested that more needed to be added to the definition of physical abuse.  A small number of respondents had concerns regarding the number of cases that were reported and said that the actual number of cases could be higher.

Most respondents agreed with the explanation that was given for such abuse and with the warning signs that were included.  Some respondents stated that there were other signs that professionals working with children should be aware of.

The majority of respondents considered the most relevant considerations for a practitioner had been highlighted and that what has been included in the document was best practice.  

Other issues raised by a few respondents included how and where practitioners could get further advice. 

Most respondents considered that the guidance was sufficiently accessible with some stating that there needed to be both electronic and paper based versions of the guidance.

We also sought views on collating information that would allow Government to robustly gauge the number of cases of abuse that may be linked to a belief in spirit possession.  Respondents welcomed the intention to collate this information. Some respondents expressed concern that the analysis may not be robust enough and that this could result in under-reporting of incidents.

Changes made as a result of the responses
The document has been updated to reflect many of the comments received. However, the majority of respondents were generally content with the document so overall content of the document remains mostly unchanged from the consultation draft.

The final guidance is available to download from the Every Child Matters website, and will also be produced in hard copy. 

Views were also sought on the most effective way to collect information that would allow Government to robustly gauge the number of cases of abuse that may be linked to a belief in spirit possession, an intention set out in the Government’s original response to the DfES commissioned research. The DfES is looking into the most efficient and least intrusive way of collecting such information. We hope this will allow us to better gauge the prevalence of this kind of abuse, and address concerns by some that this sort of abuse may be under reported.
appendix i

The organisational breakdown of respondents is as follows:

Local Safeguarding Children Board


11



Children’s Charity





12

Other*







  9

Local Authority





  8

Professional Association/Union



  8

Faith Group






  7

NHS Trust






  5

Community Group





  3

Primary Care Trust





  1

*The ‘other’ category includes consultants and individuals
Appendix ii
Consultation Questions
Q1 Do you agree with the key considerations? (section 2.3)
	Options
	Responses

	Yes:
	42
	75%

	Not Sure:
	9
	16%

	No:
	5
	9%

	Total:
	56
	100%


Q2 Do you agree with the described incidence and forms of abuse? (section 2.4)

	Options
	Responses

	Yes:
	35
	66%

	Not Sure:
	13
	25%

	No:
	5
	9%

	Total:
	53
	100%


Q3 a) Do you agree with the explanation we have given for such abuse? (section 2.5)

	Options
	Responses

	Yes:
	37
	73%

	No:
	7
	14%

	Not Sure:
	7
	14%

	Total:
	51
	100%


Q3 b) Are there other reasons you would want to include? (section 2.5)

	Options
	Responses

	No:
	25
	53%

	Yes:
	16
	34%

	Not Sure:
	6
	13%

	Total:
	47
	100%


Q4 a) Do you agree with the key warning signs? (section 2.6)

	Options
	Responses

	Yes:
	40
	73%

	Not Sure:
	8
	15%

	No:
	7
	13%

	Total:
	55
	100%


Q4 b) Are there other signs that professionals working with children should be aware of? (section 2.6)

	Options
	Responses

	Yes:
	21
	51%

	Not Sure:
	14
	34%

	No:
	6
	15%

	Total:
	41
	100%


Q5 a) Have we highlighted the most relevant considerations for a practitioner? 
(section 2.7)

	Options
	Responses

	Yes:
	32
	59%

	Not Sure:
	13
	24%

	No:
	9
	17%

	Total:
	54
	100%


Q5 b) Are there other considerations we should mention? (section 2.7)

	Options
	Responses

	Yes:
	23
	55%

	No:
	13
	31%

	Not Sure:
	6
	14%

	Total:
	42
	100%


Q6 a) Do you consider what has been included in the consultation document to be best practices? (section 2.8)

	Options
	Responses

	Yes:
	35
	71%

	No:
	7
	14%

	Not Sure:
	7
	14%

	Total:
	49
	100%


Q6 b) Are there other practices that you believe we should encourage? (section 2.8)

	Options
	Responses

	Yes:
	28
	57%

	Not Sure:
	11
	22%

	No:
	10
	20%

	Total:
	49
	100%


Q7 Would the information requested enable a robust national analysis of the incidence and forms of child abuse linked to a belief in spirit possession? (section 2.9)

	Options
	Responses

	Yes:
	25
	54%

	Not Sure:
	15
	33%

	No:
	6
	13%

	Total:
	46
	100%


Q8 Is this guidance sufficiently accessible to practitioners?

	Options
	Responses

	Yes:
	23
	53%

	Not Sure:
	15
	35%

	No:
	5
	12%

	Total:
	43
	100%


