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	1
	Introduction

	1.1
	Childcare Act 2006 - Securing Sufficient Childcare 
Consultation on Regulations and Guidance
This consultation seeks views on guidance covering the local authority duty set out in section 6 of the Childcare Act to secure sufficient childcare and related powers, and on the duty in section 13 of the Act to provide information, advice and training to childcare providers.

We consulted between August and November last year on the linked childcare assessment duty, and we shall be publishing the final version of that guidance very soon.  Like the sufficiency guidance, it is based on the excellent pioneering work carried out by those local authorities which took part in the Childcare Implementation Project.

We are consulting widely with local authorities, their partners and with key organisations nationally so that as many people as possible with an interest will be able to comment on the sufficiency duty draft regulations and guidance. The consultation ends on 2 May 2007. 

The Childcare Act 2006 fulfils the Government’s commitment to give every child the best start in life and parents greater choice about how to balance work and family. It places duties on English local authorities to improve the outcomes for young children and reduce the gaps between them; to secure sufficient childcare to enable parents to work; and to provide information to parents about childcare and other children’s services. 

Section 6 gives local authorities a new duty to secure sufficient childcare to enable parents to work or undertake training. It will come into force in April 2008. To enable local authorities to prepare for this duty, the powers in relation to the provision of childcare contained in sections 8, 9 and 10, will come into force in October 2007. The related section 13 duty requires local authorities to provide information, advice and training to childcare providers and will also come into force in October 2007. 

The guidance covers what the sufficiency duties entail and how they fit into the emerging legislative landscape created by the Children Act 2004 and the Childcare Act 2006. It identifies the range of levers local authorities have available, and how they can be used in order to shape and support the childcare market to secure sufficient childcare. The regulations cover the nature of information, advice and training that must be secured for childcare providers by local authorities.

We intend to publish this guidance in hard copy in summer 2007.

Please respond to this consultation so that we can make the guidance and regulations as clear and as useful as possible. 
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Graham Archer
Deputy Director - Childcare Division
Sure Start, Extended Schools and Childcare Group
7 February 2007

	2
	Executive Summary

	2.1
	This document invites comments on the guidance covering sections 6-10 and 13 of the Childcare Act 2006, and the regulations covering section 13.

	2.2
	Section 6 gives local authorities a new duty to secure, so far as is reasonably practicable, that the provision of childcare (whether or not by them) is sufficient to meet the requirements of parents in their area in order to enable them to work or undertake training. It will come into force in April 2008. To enable local authorities to prepare for this duty the powers in relation to the provision of childcare contained in sections 8, 9, and 10, will come into force in October 2007. The related section 13 duty to provide information, advice and training to childcare providers will also come into force in October 2007.

	2.3
	The section 7 duty to secure prescribed early years provision free of charge will come into force in September 2008. It will replace local authorities’ current duty, under Section 118 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 and Section 153 of the Education Act 2002, to ensure that all parents of three and four year olds are able to access the minimum free entitlement for up to two years before their child reaches compulsory school age. It will reflect the changes required by the introduction of the Early Years Foundation Stage. The regulations and guidance will need to be further revised in advance of the introduction by 2010 of a required free entitlement for all children to 15 hours of early years provision, delivered more flexible than at present. Detailed guidance to local authorities on discharging their duties under section 7 will be consulted on separately in late 2008/early 2009 and will draw on the experiences of, and solutions modelled by, pathfinders.  

	2.4
	The draft guidance and regulations set out the framework for how local authorities will facilitate the childcare market and secure sufficient provision.

	3
	Background and Context

	3.1
	The Childcare Act 2006 expands and clarifies in legislation the vital role local authorities should play in facilitating the childcare market in their area. They will, working with providers from the private, voluntary, independent and maintained sectors, look to create a strong, sustainable and diverse childcare market that meets the needs of parents.

	3.2
	From April 2007 local authorities will have a duty (under section 11 of the Childcare Act) to undertake a detailed assessment of the supply of, and demand for, childcare in their area. Statutory guidance for local authorities on 'Childcare Sufficiency Assessments' will be available on the Every Child Matters website.

	3.3
	The assessments will provide local authorities with the evidence they will need to develop their strategies for meeting the new duty to secure sufficient childcare which will commence in April 2008. This guidance is concerned with that duty as well as the related duty to provide information, advice and training to childcare providers. It is statutory guidance in relation to sections 6, 7, 8 and 13 of the Act.

	4
	The Proposals

	4.1
	The full text of the draft 'Securing Sufficient Childcare' guidance (which cover sections 6-10 and 13 of the Childcare Act 2006) and the draft section 13 regulations can be downloaded from this site together with the accompanying Regulatory Impact Assessment, Disability Impact Assessment and Race Equality Impact Assessment documents.

	5
	How To Respond

	5.1
	You can respond on-line at www.dfes.uk/consultations/ 

or in writing to:
Consultation Unit
Area 1A
Castle View House
East Lane
Runcorn
Cheshire
WA 2GJ

or by email to: 
securingsufficient.childcare@dfes.gsi.gov.uk

	6
	Additional Copies

	6.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the DfES consultations site at:

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/
 

	7
	Plans for making results public

	7.1
	We hope to have the consultation response on the DfES website by Summer 2007 
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