	Education and Inspections Act 2006: Consultation on school travel guidance

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 11 March 2007
Your comments must reach us by that date.
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THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically please use the online or offline response facility available on the Department for Education and Skills e-consultation website (http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations).
The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude the public right of access.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
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	Address:
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If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Ian Arrowsmith on:

Telephone: 020 7925 7494

e-mail: ian.arrowsmith@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888

Fax: 01928 794 311

e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
The following documents are being issued as part of this consultation:

Home to School Travel Guidance
Guidance for Local Authorities interested in Pathfinder Status
These guidance documents are being issued in accordance with the provisions in the Education and Inspections Act 2006 to promote sustainable travel strategies locally and ensure that school transport supports fair access to a high quality of education for all children, whatever their social group or background. Part 6 of the Education and Inspections Act inserts new sections 508A, 508B, 508C and 508D and a new schedule 35 into the Education Act 1996. 

Please tick one of the following boxes that best describes you as a respondent:
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	Local Authority
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	School
	[image: image9.png]



	Head teacher or teacher
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	Faith Organisation
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	Other
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	Please Specify:



	


If you are responding from a school, is it a: 
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	Community
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	Voluntary controlled
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	Foundation
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	Other
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	Please Specify:



	


Is the school’s age range:
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	Under 5
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	5-11
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	11-16
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	Other age range
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	Please Specify:



	


If you are responding from a Local Authority, would you describe your authority as being: 
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	London
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	Metropolitan
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	Unitary
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	Shire
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	County
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	Please Specify:



	


If you are responding from a Local Authority, would you describe your position as:
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	Transport officer
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	Admissions officer
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	Strategic Planning
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	Education officer
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	Other
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	Please Specify:



	


Home to School Travel Guidance
General clarity

1 Do you find the draft Home to School Travel Guidance clear, unambiguous and easy to follow?  
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


2 The Home to School travel guidance provides sufficient information on the new school transport proposals for efficient local delivery. 
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Part 1 – Sustainable School Travel
This chapter covers in detail the steps to producing a robust sustainable school travel strategy, including the extent and coverage of the duty, the assessment of travel needs and audit of infrastructure, and the production and promotion of the strategy to ensure maximum effectivity and coherence. We welcome comments on the guidance in this chapter and whether you think additional guidance or information would be helpful. 

3 The assessment of travel needs should be based on data provided in school or college travel plans. 
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	Agree
	[image: image44.png]



	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


4 The assessment of needs and audit of infrastructure should inform local authority strategies to develop the infrastructure and promote sustainable travel. 

	[image: image47.png]



	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


5 Do you have any further comments on part 1 of the guidance?In particular, please comment on any specific parts which are unclear, explaining what needs to be done to make the guidance more user friendly.
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	Comments:



	


Part 2 – Provision of travel arrangements
This chapter provides guidance on the nature and types of Home to School travel arrangements that must be made by local authorities. It also provides guidance on pre-employment checks, pupil safety and pupil behaviour. We welcome your comments on the content of this chapter, in particular if any additional guidance or information would be helpful. 

6 Do you agree with the suggested maximum journey lengths in paragraph 55? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


7 Disability and equality training should be undertaken by all drivers carrying young people. 
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


8 Local authorities should have the option of withdrawing transport arrangements for pupils who display serious and/or persistent misbehaviour. 
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


9 Children attending secondary school (year 7) in advance of their chronological age should be treated as if they had attained age 11 as suggested in paragraph 102 of the guidance).
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


10 The six and 15 mile limits mentioned in paragraph 103 should be measured along road routes. 
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Part 3 – Eligible children and qualifying schools
This chapter defines the different categories of eligible children for whom travel arrangements will always be required. Guidance is also provided on suitability of qualifying schools and on assessing eligibility. 

11 Do you agree with the guidance on timing of assessments of eligibility for low income groups in paragraph 111? 
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


12 Paragraph 113 states that eligibility for free transport on low income grounds should last until the end of the academic year for which the assessment is made. Do you:
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


13 The illustrative examples demonstrating eligibility provided in this section are clear. 
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Part 4 – LA powers relating to travel arrangements for other children
This chapter provides guidance on the discretionary powers provided to LAs under section 508C of the Education and Inspections Act to make travel arrangements for those children not covered by 508B (see part 3 – Eligible children and qualifying schools). 

14 Travel arrangements, for example to vocational academies (see paragraph 117) are an appropriate use of a local authority’s discretionary powers. 
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	Agree
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	Disagree
	[image: image86.png]



	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


15 Low income groups should travel free of charge under arrangements made under local authority discretionary powers. 
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	Agree
	[image: image89.png]



	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Part 5 – This chapter provides guidance on the duty placed on LAs under section 509AD of the 

Education and Inspections Act in fulfilling their powers relating to travel to have regard to a parent’s wish for their child to be provided with education or training at a particular school or institution on the grounds of the parent’s religion or belief. 

16 We would welcome comments on the general clarity of this section. 
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	Comments:



	


Part 6 – Publication of policies and appeals procedures
Part 6 deals with the requirement to publish school travel and transport information. 

17 Information published on school travel arrangements should be published alongside admissions information. 
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Appendices
Glossary
18 Do you find the glossary useful? If not, please explain how we should change the contents to make it more user-friendly.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Pathfinder Scheme Guidance
This section is aimed particularly at local authorities interested in pathfinder status. We would also welcome comments from other respondents. 

19 The additional responsibilities of pathfinder authorities are clear from the guidance. 
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


20 The objectives of pathfinder authorities are drawn widely enough. 
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


21 Other than where there is a very strong case to the contrary, fares should be capped at £1 per day. 
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


22 The proposals relating to charging are fair, in that they protect children from low income families from paying fares. 
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


23 The pathfinder scheme Guidance should do more to protect vulnerable groups. 
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


24 The pathfinder scheme Guidance does enough to ensure that there is good integration between school travel schemes and post-16 transport policy statements? 

	[image: image121.png]



	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


25 The pathfinder scheme Guidance provides sufficiently clear and appropriate guidance for local authorities putting together applications to become scheme authorities. 
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


26 The pathfinder application form is clear. 
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


27 The pathfinder application timetable is achievable. 
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	Agree
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	Disagree
	[image: image135.png]



	Not Sure


	[image: image136.png]



	Comments:



	


28 Sufficient examples are provided in the Guidance. 
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


29 My local authority would be interested in applying for pathfinder status. 
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not applicable
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	Comments:



	


Case studies
30 We are looking for case studies that illustrate good practice in achieving a fair admissions system that gives all children an opportunity to realise their full potential. If you can help, please provide details below and we will contact you for further information. A selection of case studies may be included, with your permission, in the final version of the Guidance. 

	[image: image145.png]



	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image146.png]



Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No


All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 11 March 2007

School Access Team, Mowden Hall, Staindrop Road, Darlington DL3 9BG

Send by e-mail to: transport.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
