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Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Charlotte O'Connor on:

Telephone: 020 7925 3817

e-mail: music.regulations@dfes.gsi.go.uk


	
	Contact Details

	
	Please contact Charlotte O'Connor on 020 7925 3817 or at music.regulations@dfes.gsi.gov.uk.  You can also write into Music Regulations, Area 4C, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London, SW1P 3BT


	1
	Executive Summary

	1.1
	The charging regulations in the Education Act 1996 include a general prohibition on charging for education provided to registered pupils at maintained schools during school hours.  In the Education and Inspections Act 2006 we took a regulation-making power to enable us to specify circumstances in which charges can be made for music tuition.

The aim of the new regulations is to open up opportunities to provide greater access for pupils to pursue vocal or instrumental tuition. 

We would appreciate your views on whether our proposed new regulations help achieve our aim of genuine equality of access and affordable music tuition for all pupils who wish to continue to receive specialist tuition as part of enrichment activities.

	2
	Background and Context

	2.1
	In 1981 the Hereford and Worcester case made it illegal to charge for musical tuition during the school day.  This caused a surge of demands for money from organisations who claimed the system was untenable.  In 1987 (approximately) the law was changed as a result of this lobbying to allow charging for one-to-one instrumental tuition.  This was impractical and was later amended to allow charging for groups of up to four during the school day.  Vocal tuition could still not be charged for.

The charging provisions are contained in sections 449 - 462 of the Education Act 1996. They include a general prohibition on charging for education provided to registered pupils at maintained schools during school hours.  In the Education and Inspections Act 2006 we took a regulation-making power to enable us to specify circumstances in which charges can be made for music tuition.

Regulations need to be made to allow charging for both vocal and instrumental tuition.  This will open up opportunities to provide greater access for pupils to pursue vocal or instrumental tuition.

	3
	The Proposals

	3.1
	The new draft charging regulations are available as a downloadable document.  These essentially set out the circumstances in which music tuition during the school day can be charged for.  

We propose that charges can be made for instrumental and vocal tuition requested by the parent (or carer/guardian) and provided to individual pupils or groups of two or more pupils.  

Charges cannot be made for any tuition which is part of the National Curriculum or for tuition which is provided to a class of pupils as the first programme in which the whole class engages with the KS2 programme of Instrumental and Vocal Tuition Programme or Wider Opportunities.

The above regulations will ensure that only specialist instrumental and vocal tuition can be charged for and that parents will not be charged for tuition which is part of the National Curriculum or which is offered as part of the Instrumental and Vocal Tuition Programme at Key Stage 2 (also known as Wider Opportunities).  More details about this programme can be found at http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?
PageFunction=oductdetails&PageMode=blications&ProductIdßES-0184-2006  
 We are also proposing that no charges can be made for looked after children or for those entitled to free school meals. 

In addition we are proposing that children who are currently benefiting from free tuition should not be disadvantaged from September 2007 when the new charges come into force.  The current situation means that instrumental tuition in groups of four or vocal tuition in any size group cannot be charged for.  There may be pupils learning an instrument in groups of five or more, or who are receiving vocal tuition, who are benefiting from free lessons.  We would not want these children to be disadvantaged when the new regulations come into force and these larger groups and the vocal tuition can be charged for.

We would like to know your views on whether families where more than one child is learning an instrument or receiving vocal tuition should benefit from a remissions policy.  
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	How To Respond

	4.1
	You can respond online at https://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations or you can download the questionnaire and send your response by email to music.regulations@dfes.gsi.gov.uk or by post to Music Regulations, Area 4C, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London, SW1P 3BT.
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	Additional Copies

	5.1
	The new charging regulations and the accompanying guidance can be downloaded from this website.

	6
	Plans for making results public

	6.1
	The results of the consultation will be available on the Department for Education and Skills e-consultation website (https://dfes.gov.uk/consultations) in September 2007.


