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	Consultation on Draft School Admissions (Alteration and Variation of, and Objections to, Arrangements) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2008

The consultation seeks views on draft Regulations which extend the period in which objections can be made to the Schools Adjudicator, by local authorities, schools, parents and others, about school admission arrangements each year. We propose to bring these Regulations into force in May 2008, in time to affect admission arrangements being determined for entry to schools in September 2009, and we are consulting on them for six weeks only. The Regulations will apply to England only.
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	To
Local authorities, schools, parents and faith organisations in England.

Issued
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Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact the School Admissions Unit via the Department's enquiry line on:

Telephone: 0870 000 2288

or by e-mail at:

admissions.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk 



	1
	Executive Summary

	1.1
	This consultation seeks views on draft Regulations which amend Regulation 7 of the School Admissions (Alteration and Variation of, and Objections to, Arrangements) (England) Regulations 2007 (SI 2007/496).

	1.2
	The draft Regulations make one amendment, to extend the period in which objections can be made to the Schools Adjudicator about schools’ determined admission arrangements.  We propose to bring these Regulations into force in May 2008, to first affect admission arrangements for school entry in September 2009. They apply to England only.

	2
	Background and Context

	2.1
	The purpose of Regulations made under section 90(9)(a) of the School Standards and Framework Act (SSFA) 1998 is to prescribe the conditions which must be met before an objection can be referred to the Schools Adjudicator about a school’s determined admission arrangements. The current Regulations can be found at: http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2007/uksi_20070496_en_1]. Regulation 7 sets out the time periods within which different categories of objections must be referred, as set out below.

	2.2
	Local authorities, admission authorities, school governing bodies, certain prescribed religious bodies and Admission Forums: objections must be referred within 6 weeks of the date they received notification of the determined admission arrangements they are objecting to. Admission arrangements must be determined by 15 April each year, and these bodies must be notified of them within 14 days of that date.

	2.3
	Parents: objections to unlawful admission arrangements and to pre-existing partial selection and admission numbers must be referred within 6 weeks of a notice being published in a local newspaper explaining that admission arrangements have been determined and how they can object. 

	2.4
	Local authorities are required by the School Admissions Code to use their powers to refer objections to the Schools Adjudicator if they consider, or are made aware of, any admission arrangements proposed by any other admission authority that are unlawful, that do not comply with the mandatory requirements or guidelines in the School Admissions Code, or that appear to be unfair, unclear, subjective or encouraging social segregation.

	2.5
	We have anecdotal evidence that the current six week period within which objections can be referred is too short for local authorities, schools, parents and others to fully consider the determined admission arrangements for schools in their area and put together and refer objections. This is particularly the case for local authorities, who must consider the admission arrangements for a large number of schools in their own and neighbouring areas and also have a duty to object to arrangements, as outlined above. We have evidence of admission arrangements which don’t comply with the law or the mandatory School Admissions Code, which haven’t been challenged by objection. In addition, although the Adjudicator has discretion to consider late objections, those eligible to object are unlikely to do so if they miss the end date as they are not always aware of this discretion. 

	3
	The Proposals

	3.1
	The draft School Admissions (Alteration and Variation of, and Objections to, Arrangements) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2008 will replace Regulation 7 in the current Regulations, to extend the period within which objections can be referred, in order to ensure that local authorities and others have enough time to object in all cases where admission arrangements are unlawful. 

	3.2
	They replace the different time periods for objections set out in Regulation 7 of the existing Regulations with a single deadline - 21 August - by which all objections must be referred to the Adjudicator. The draft Regulations also contain the same provision as in the existing Regulations: that an objection received after the specified time period is to be regarded as properly referred if it ‘was not reasonably practicable for the objection to have been received earlier than the time it was received’. The Adjudicator uses his discretion to determine whether or not this condition has been met.  

	3.3
	Aligned with the draft Regulations, the Secretary of State has asked the Adjudicator to provide advice on compliance with the School Admissions Code and admissions legislation in 2009/10 admission arrangements (under section 25(3A) of the SSFA 1998, inserted by the Education and Inspections Act 2006).  We also plan to consult on other changes to admissions legislation, which will aim to make the system easier for parents to use and to ensure full compliance with admissions legislation and the School Admissions Code. These changes could include requiring local authorities to produce an annual report on admission arrangements in their area, and changes to the role and constitution of Admission Forums to make them more effective.

	4
	Timetable for Introduction

	4.1
	To bring these draft Regulations into force in time to affect admission arrangements which are being determined at the moment, for entry to schools in September 2009, we are consulting on them for six weeks only. We propose to bring the Regulations into force by the end of May 2008.

	4.2
	The results of this consultation will inform the final amendments to the Regulations. A summary of the responses will be published on the DCSF website within three months of the consultation closing date.

	5
	Impact Assessment

	5.1
	We envisage that the draft Regulations will give schools, local authorities and others more time to identify and make their case for referring objections to the Schools Adjudicator on unlawful or unfair admission arrangements.

	6
	How To Respond

	6.1
	Consultation responses can be made:

on-line at:           www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/
by e-mail to:       admissions.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk  

Or in writing to:   School Admissions Unit
                            Department for Children Schools and Families
                            3rd Floor
                            Sanctuary Buildings
                            Great Smith Street
                            London SW1P 3BT 

 

	7
	Additional Copies

	7.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the DCSF consultations site at http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/ 

Hard copies can be provided on request by sending your contact details to the School Admissions Unit (via email or in writing)

 


