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Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Damon Boxer on:

Telephone: 0114 259 3605

e-mail: damon.boxer@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk


	1
	Terms of Reference

	1.1
	Objective
To consult those working for the benefit of young people about how to improve the capacity, coherence and quality of support arrangements for youth sector professionals, volunteers and organisations. 

	1.2
	Scope of the consultation
The call for evidence is open to all professionals, volunteers and organisations working with, or set up for the benefit of young people, including those working in local authorities, private or third sector providers of leisure, culture, sport, connexions or IAG, youth justice and health services

The consultation is open for 12 weeks, but early responses will be welcomed and can be submitted via the DCSF consultations website, by email to YouthSectorSupport.CONSULTATION@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk  or by hard copy to 

Capacity and Quality team
Department for Children, Schools and Families, 
Area E4B
Moorfoot
Sheffield
S1 4PQ. 

	1.3
	Context
In July 2007 the Government launched ‘Aiming high for young people: a ten year strategy for positive activities’. The reforms introduced by ‘Aiming high’ are intended to secure significant improvements in the quality of services for young people.  But, it is clear that to deliver these improvements will require strong national leadership and collaboration. 

Whilst there are many organisations that support different aspects of young people’s services, often successfully in their own right, it is not clear that support arrangements provided by these organisations are sufficiently coherent or robust enough to secure improvements throughout the youth sector. Through ‘Aiming high’, Government identified a considerable overlap in the roles of these organisations.  In response, Government suggested that there is a case for rationalisation, and for creating a single clear lead to support local delivery right across public, private, and third sectors, in particular around: 

· Accessing guidance and support on effective frontline practice in working with young people, and other professionals

· Shaping and facilitating a more diverse market of providers, and assuring the quality of services offered to young people

· Attracting private investment and business support to third sector organisations

· Securing young people’s influence on national policy making and local decision making

	1.4
	‘Aiming high’ can be accessed and downloaded from 
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/publications/tenyearyouthstrategy/ .  Chapter 5 focuses on ‘Quality’.

Following this consultation, Government’s response will form part of the wider National Improvement and Efficiency Strategy, which includes an objective to make better sense of improvement programmes/ bodies that support local authorities and partners.  Responses to the consultation will also help to inform the approach taken to supporting the sector by Government's existing and planned support functions, including: the Youth Taskforce; Centre for Excellence and Outcomes in Children and Young People's Services; the ongoing Youth Workforce Development Programme; and any other measures taken to secure delivery of the new Youth PSA.



	1.5
	Definition of ‘youth’:  For this consultation, ‘youth’ refers to young people aged between 13 and 19 years old.  In line with current legislation the definition of ‘youth’ also includes young people with learning difficulties between the ages of 19 and 25 years old.

	1.6
	Definition of the youth sector:  All professionals, volunteers, agencies and organisations working with, or set up for the benefit of, young people including those working in local authorities, private or third sector providers of leisure, culture, sport, connexions or IAG, youth justice and health services

	1.7
	Definition of the third sector: Government defines the third sector as ‘non-governmental organisations which are value-driven and which principally reinvest their surpluses to further social, environmental or cultural objectives.  It includes voluntary and community organisations, charities, social enterprises, cooperatives and mutuals.’

	1.8
	Definition of ‘sector support arrangements’: in this consultation ‘sector support arrangements’ is used as shorthand for the sum of all Government field-forces and agencies as well as national third and private sector partners, local authorities and local networks, which work individually to disseminate good practice, drive delivery and tackle underperformance in the youth sector.

	2
	How To Respond

	2.1
	You can respond on-line at www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/. 
Or in writing to: 

Damon Boxer
DCSF
E4B
Moorfoot
Sheffield
S1 4PQ.

or by e-mail to YouthSectorSupport.CONSULTATION@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk  

	3
	Additional Copies

	3.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the DCSF consultations site at http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/ 



	4
	Plans for making results public

	4.1
	We hope to have the results of the consultation on the DCSF Consultations website by August 2008 


