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Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Nicola Edwards on: Telephone: 020 7273 5152

e-mail: Nicola.Edwards@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk


	1
	Executive Summary

	1.1
	Care Matters: Time for Change sets out the Government’s commitment to provide an extra £100 per year to the Child Trust Funds (CTFs) of looked after children (LAC) for every year they spend in care. The DCSF will fund all eligible children who have spent a year in care from 1 April 2007. 

The guide sets out the processes that a local authority will need to follow to make sure that every eligible child receives the additional investment in their CTF. Local authorities will receive additional funding through their Area Based Grant for the provision of CTF investments and to meet the cost of the investments.

	2
	Background and Context

	2.1
	Many children receive excellent support from carers and leaving care services but too often young people in care move into adult life without being prepared or supported.  Financial support for young people in care to enter life is highly variable between local authorities and relies on subjective judgements as to the level of support required. Young people have said that they think this is unfair. In response to these concerns the Government will invest £100 per year in the Child Trust Fund account of every child who spends a year being looked after.

Child Trust Fund Top Ups: a guide to good practice is issued under section 7 of the Local Authority Social Services Act 1970 which means that, councils in England must act under its guidance. It relates to the local authority’s performance of its duties under section 22 (3)(a) (duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of a looked after child) and section 23(1)(b) (duty to maintain a looked after child in other respects apart from providing accommodation for him) of the Children Act 1989
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	The Proposals

	3.1
	Please see the attached draft statutory guidance, on which you are invited to comment. 
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	How To Respond

	4.1
	You can respond on-line at:
www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations

or in writing to:

Education and Wellbeing Team
DCSF, 1E
Caxton House
Tothill Street
London
SW1H 9NA

or by email to: CTFTopUp.Consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk

	5
	Additional Copies

	5.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from
www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations
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	Plans for making results public

	6.1
	The consultation results will be published on the DCSF website by 30 June  2008. 


