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	The CAMHS Review - Next Steps to Improving the Emotional Well-Being and Mental Health of Children and Young People. 

Call for Evidence

The Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families and the Secretary of State for Health have asked Jo Davidson (Chair) and Bob Jezzard (Vice-Chair) to lead an independent Review of CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services). The Review will investigate how universal, targeted and specialist services can be improved to meet the needs of children and young people who are experiencing, or are at risk of, mental health problems. This consultation calls for evidence from all individuals, organisations and groups.
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	The CAMHS Review - Next Steps to Improving the Emotional Well-Being and Mental Health of Children and Young People. 

Call for Evidence

	

	To
Children; young people; parents/carers; commissioning/delivery organisations and associated professionals; youth justice; professional bodies; voluntary organisations; inspectorates; regional/national organisations/departments and research organisations

Issued
14 April 2008

Enquiries To


If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Laura Sukhnandan on:

Tel : 020 79255963

or by e-mail at: Laura.SUKHNANDAN@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
or by email at:  CAMHS.Review@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk


	1
	Background and Context

	1.1
	The purpose of the Review is to collect evidence relating to the emotional well-being and mental health of children and young people in England to inform a final report scheduled for publication in the Autumn of 2008.  There is no specific consultation document to view.

	1.2
	Remit of the Review:
For the purposes of the Review ‘CAMHS’ is defined in its broadest sense to include all services that promote emotional well-being and mental health or which respond to and meet the mental health needs of children and young people and their families.  This includes universal services (such as GPs, early years settings and schools), targeted services (such as social care) as well as specialist services (such as community mental health clinics and hospitals).

Aims and objectives:
The main aims of the CAMHS Review are to investigate:
• What progress has been made, since the launch of Standard 9 of the Children’s National Service Framework and the publication of Every Child Matters in 2004, in delivering services to meet the educational, health and social care needs of children and young people at risk of and experiencing mental health problems? (including those with complex, severe and persistent needs).
• What practical solutions can those developing policy and delivering, managing and commissioning services use to address current challenges and deliver better outcomes for children and young people with mental health problems? And how can these solutions be monitored?

The Review’s objectives are therefore to:  
1. Take stock of progress to date in delivering comprehensive CAMHS, through a review of available evidence and information.
2. Identify how mainstream, universal, targeted and specialist services can play a more effective role in promoting the emotional well-being and mental health of children, young people and their families.  
3. Investigate the impact of current funding arrangements, specifically whether current resource levels across all major providers are being made best use of, and whether and how providers evidence value for money – especially when assessed from the point of view of the child or young person.
4. Investigate how care pathways can be defined and what is understood by the term.  Identify what the current issues are in relation to ‘care pathways’ and how they can be addressed?
5. Identify what is required at national and regional level to facilitate the CAMHS elements of the Child Health and Wellbeing Public Service Agreements (PSA) - including gaps in performance management arrangements.  
• Investigate current perceptions of the implications of performance management arrangements.  
• Have oversight of the work being led by DCSF/DH on developing a national outcome indicator for children’s psychological health for April 2009 that will support improving outcomes for children and young people.
6. Develop priority actions for national, regional and local stakeholders as well as children and young people and their parents/carers, for the next three-five years, in delivering the PSA vision of improving emotional well-being and mental health and child and adolescent mental health services.
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	How To Respond

	2.1
	Consultation responses can be completed online at: www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations 

completed responses can also be emailed to: CAMHS.Review@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk 

or by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to:

CAMHS Review Secretariat,
Children's Mental Health Team,
Ground Floor, 
Department for Children, Schools and Families, 
Sanctuary Buildings, 
Great Smith Street, 
London, SW1P 3BT
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	Additional Copies

	3.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website at: 
https://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations
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	Plans for making results public

	4.1
	The results of the consultation and the independent review into CAMHS currently underway will be published on the CAMHS Review website in the Autumn of 2008.

 

 


