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This draft guidance aims to provide practitioners across all relevant agencies and the voluntary and community sector with information about different forms of sexual exploitation to help them identify and safeguard children and young people who are at risk of sexual exploitation, or who are being sexually exploited. It will replace the current guidance, Children involved in Prostitution, issued in 2000 and will be supplementary guidance to Working Together to Safeguard Children (HMG 2006).
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Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact the Children's Safeguards Policy Unit on:

Telephone: 01325 392105

e-mail: seguidance.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk


	1
	Executive Summary

	1.1
	Working Together to Safeguard Children was published by the Government in 2006 and provides comprehensive practice guidance for all agencies.  This draft guidance is aimed at Local Safeguarding Children Board partners, practitioners and other professionals working with children and young people.  It aims to provide information about different forms of sexual exploitation to help local agencies develop local prevention strategies; identify those at risk of sexual exploitation; take action to safeguard and promote the welfare of particular children and young people who may be sexually exploited and take action against those intent on abusing and exploiting children and young people in this way.

	1.2
	There has been extensive consultation with experts and practitioners during the drafting of this guidance, but we hope that the consultation will provide a further opportunity for comment and refinement.

	2
	Background and Context

	2.1
	This document provides good practice guidance to professionals and volunteers from all agencies to help them effectively safeguard children and young people from sexual exploitation.

	2.2
	Working Together to Safeguard Children (HMG 2006) (www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/workingtogether) provides guidance on safeguarding all children.  This supplementary guidance is designed to help practitioners meet the particular needs of sexually exploited children and young people.  Local procedures for safeguarding children should always be consistent with Working Together.

	3
	The Proposals

	3.1
	You can access the draft practice guidance by clicking on the word attachment.

	4
	How To Respond

	4.1
	Consultation responses can be completed online at : www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations 

In writing to:

Sexual Exploitation Guidance Consultation, Children’s Safeguards Policy Unit, Department for Children, Schools and Families, Room 331, Mowden Hall, Staindrop Road, Darlington, County Durham, DL3 9BG.

By email to: seguidance.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
Hard copies are available to download from www.dcsf.gov.uk

	5
	Additional Copies

	5.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website at: 
https://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations 

	6
	Plans for making results public

	6.1
	We will publish an analysis of the results of this consultation, and our response to them alongside the final version of this guidance.

This document will be available on the Every Child Matters website.


