DfES Consultation Response Summary





Together from The Start - Practical guidance for professionals working with disabled children (birth to 2) and their families – DfES 0184 / 2002





In May 2002 under the auspices of a multi-agency working group chaired by Paul Ennals CBE, DfES in conjunction with the Department of Health launched for consultation, guidance for professionals involved with disabled children aged 0-2 and their families.  By the close of the consultation period a total of 113 responses had been received, comprising:





48 (42.5%) from the education sector


33 (29.2%) from the health sector


32 (28.3%) from the voluntary sector/ other interests.





The guidance was well received across a range of interests, with the main themes for further consideration identified as follows:





The relative merits of social and medical models of disability;


Coverage in terms of age range, i.e. whether the guidance should cover children up to their third birthday, the meaning of “2” in “0-2”;


The role and contribution of specific agencies such as Portage services, Sure Start, Child Development Centres etc;


The role of the Key Worker;


The need for more good practice examples in the guidance


Following a meeting of the working group to consider the consultation responses, amendments to the guidance were made, based on the main themes above.  Editorial improvements, stronger policy linkages to other areas of DfES/DH work such as Children’s Trusts and the National Service Framework, plus additional practice examples were all incorporated into the final published version of the guidance, launched by Baroness Catherine Ashton at the Phoenix Pre-school Centre, Bromley on 2 May 2003.


The final version of the guidance (Together From The Start - Practical guidance for professionals working with disabled children (birth to third birthday) and their families – LEA/0067/2003) is available at http://www.dfes.gov.uk/sen/viewDocument.cfm?dID=683 
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