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The Department is seeking responses to the School Admissions Consultation 2008 on whether the period of transitional arrangements for partially selective schools, as described in paragraph 2.24 of the revised draft School Admissions Code, should a) be extended to 2010; and b) be widened to cover the ‘cross-sibling’ rule.
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	School Admissions Consultation 2008 – Limited Extension

	A Consultation

	To
This extended consultation is aimed primarily at parents but we welcome responses from any interested parties.

Issued
4 November 2008

Enquiries To
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact DCSF Fair Access Division on:

Telephone: 020 7925 5277
e-mail: review.admissions@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk


	
	Contact Details

	
	If your enquiry is related to the DCSF e-consultation website or the consultation process in general, you can contact the Consultation Unit by e-mail: consultation.unit@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk or by telephone: 0870 000 2288.
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	Executive Summary
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	Sarah McCarthy-Fry MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Schools and Learners, announced to Parliament on 28 October 2008 a limited extension to the Government’s recent School Admissions Consultation  that closed on 2 October 2008.     

Background 
The Schools Adjudicator determination on 26 September 2008 upheld the objections of a group of 21 parents and the governing body of Watford Grammar School for Girls to the use of what the schools call a 'cross-sibling criterion'. This oversubscription criterion was used to give priority to boys (at Watford Grammar School for Boys) if they had a sister already on roll at the Girls school and vice versa. In both cases the schools gave priority under this criterion after giving priority to children in care, a percentage of pupils who lived nearest to the school, a further percentage selected by ability and aptitude and siblings on roll at the school. Any remaining unfilled places were filled by applicants living closest to the school. 


The Schools Adjudicator's analysis of the effect of this cross-sibling criterion is that the number of non-selective places available to children from families living nearer the school who do not have an older sibling at the school or the neighbouring school is substantially reduced. She determined that these are separate schools and, as such, the cross-sibling criterion is not fair nor in the spirit of the Code, and that this criterion be deleted for 2009/10 admissions. Both the schools and other parents argue that the schools should be treated as a single school and therefore protected by the transitional provision in paragraph 2.23 of the current School Admissions Code (paragraph 2.24 of the revised draft School Admission Code). 

School Admissions Consultation 2008 and limited extension
The Government recently completed a public consultation on further improving the school admissions system. This included consulting on a revised draft School Admissions Code which provides statutory guidance to admission authorities to help ensure the fair allocation of school places and protect disadvantaged families. The consultation closed on 2 October 2008 and the Government is considering the responses before announcing the outcome.  

In announcing the limited extension to the School Admissions Consultation 2008, Sarah McCarthy-Fry MP said:

“The Secretary of State has no powers to overturn the Adjudicator’s decision. That can be done only by the courts…I understand that due to the determination of this case coming soon after the consultation on a revised Code ended on 2 October, some parents felt that they had missed the opportunity to contribute to the consultation. Given the circumstances, I would welcome any comments that they have, and I will consider any responses from them, provided that my Department receives them by the 15 November. My hon. Friend the Member for Watford has also asked specifically that, as part of the consultation, I consider extending the transitional arrangements to cross-siblings as well as siblings from 2010 onwards…, and I can say that I will consider the matter, although I can make no commitments at this stage. In any case, of course, an extension would not apply to those parents with children who are due to enter school in September 2009.”

We therefore welcome responses to the School Admissions Consultation 2008 on whether the period of transitional arrangements for partially selective schools, as described in paragraph 2.24 of the revised draft School Admissions Code, should a) be extended to 2010; and b) be widened to cover the ‘cross-sibling’ rule. 
Paragraph 2.24 of the revised draft School Admissions Code states that: “Where an admission authority for a school that selects more than 10% of its intake by ability and/or aptitude gives priority in its admission arrangements to the siblings of children still at the school they may continue to give priority on the same basis to the younger siblings of pupils who will be on roll at the school before the beginning of the 2008 school year.”’
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	How To Respond

	2.1
	Consultation responses can be completed online at www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations by emailing review.admissions@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
or by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to:

School Admissions Code Consultation
Fair Access Division
DCSF
3rd Floor Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London
SW1P 3BT
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	Additional Copies

	3.1
	Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website at: 
https://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations 
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	Plans for making results public

	4.1
	The results of the consultation and the Department's response will be published on the DCSF e-consultation website with the results of the main consultation in early 2009.


