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am pleased to present the findings of this

review of children’s rights in Northern

Ireland in 2007 /08. | hope this report will

help inform thinking and decision-making

over coming months and years to improve
the lives of all Northern Ireland’s children and
young people.

It is my job to promote and safeguard the rights
and best interests of children and young people,
to help them challenge and change the world
they live in. | do this in a number of different
ways, including making sure that children and
young people’s participation is at the core of
my work. This fulfils the role outlined when

the Northern Ireland Assembly created the
Commissioner’s post.

Under the legislation which created my Office,

| also have a specific duty to keep under review
the adequacy and effectiveness of law and
practice relating to, and services provided

for, children and young people and to advise
government on any issues concerning the rights
and best interests of children and young people.
It was with these duties in mind that | undertook
this review of children’s rights in Northern
Ireland.

The rights framework adopted within this review
is in line with my founding legislation, under
which | must pay due regard to the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC). Commentary made by the Committee
on the Rights of the Child, in particular its most
recent Concluding Observations on the UK
(issued in October 2008), is therefore integrated
throughout this review.

The review highlights many significant
developments that have occurred over recent
years. These include the restoration of devolution
to Northern Ireland, the ongoing implementation
of the Review of Public Administration and the
introduction of a Ten Year Strategy for Children



and Young People. It also highlights specific
areas of progress in relation to the more effective
realisation of children’s rights within Northern
Ireland, across areas as diverse as education,
juvenile justice and health.

While | welcome the progress noted within
these fields, this review also highlights a
significant number of areas where children’s
rights continue to be breached within Northern
Ireland. This review pays particular attention to
the experiences of children and young people
who face multiple forms of disadvantage and
discrimination.

The continued failure of the government to

make real all the promises contained within the
UNCRC, for all our children and young people,
is a matter of ongoing concern. | therefore

urge Ministers and government departments to
consider, and act where needed, on the findings
of this review and to implement immediate and
determined action to prioritise the rights and best
interests of children and young people across all
aspects of legislation, policy and practice.

| also hope the findings of this review will prove
useful for all those who are interested in, and
dedicated to, improving children and young
people’s lives through more effective realisation
of their rights.

Together we can continue to work towards a
better future for all our children and young
people.
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