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2. Please indicate your response to our proposals to develop coherent patterns of provision for gifted and talented children.
















































CHANGES TO THE ARRANGEMENTS


FOR REGISTRATION AND


MONITORING OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS





The closing date for this consultation is 09/11/2001





Name:		_______________________________


Organisation:	_______________________________


Address:	_______________________________


		_______________________________


		_______________________________


		_______________________________


		_______________________________


		_______________________________








Return completed forms to:





Elizabeth Brass


Independent Schools Registration Team


DfES


Ground Floor, Area A


Mowden Hall


Darlington


DL3 9BG





� HYPERLINK "mailto:Elizabeth.brass@dfes.gsi.gov.uk" ��Elizabeth.brass@dfes.gsi.gov.uk�


Tel: 01325 392102





Please fill in the following details to help us with our analysis of the responses.





The Department may, in accordance with the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information, make available, on public request, individual consultation responses. This will extend to your comments unless you inform us that you wish them to remain confidential. 


Please tick if you wish your response to be confidential





Please tick ONE of the following boxes that best describes you as a respondent (please tick only one option)





Proprietors of Independent Schools        Professional Associations


Trade Unions       Faith Groups       Other





SECTION 1


Question 1) Does the existing 5 pupil limit remain appropriate for schools which do not admit children with SEN and in public care?












































Question 2a) Do you agree that the register should record details such as a maximum pupil number limit, age range and gender taught, premises, ownership, boarding/day provision and type of SEN, if appropriate? 





Question 2b) Should anything else be included?






































Question 3) Do you agree that new independent schools must meet the required standards before the school is able to register?



































    Yes      No      Not Sure





Comments:





    Yes      No      Not Sure





    Yes      No      Not Sure





Comments:





    Yes      No      Not Sure





Comments:





Comments:





    Yes      No      Not Sure





Question 4) Is the list of information required to support an application appropriate?









































Question 5) Do you believe that schools should be charged a fee for inspections supporting registration and re-registration?















































Question 6) Should follow up inspections by Ofsted be undertaken during the first year of operation to confirm that the required standards for registration are being met once the school is operational?





    Yes      No      Not Sure





Comments:





    Yes      No      Not Sure





Comments:





Question 7a) Should schools be required to re-register if they change ownership, move premises, significantly change pupil numbers, age range or gender taught, begin to offer boarding facilities or change the type of SEN provision?















































Question 7b) Are you content for the Secretary of State to exercise discretion in determining what type of evidence is needed in order to effect re-registration: this provision would be intended to reduce the burden on schools applying for re-registration?









































Question 8) Do you agree that there should be financial penalties for schools that do not keep their registration up to date?












































    Yes      No      Not Sure





Comments:





    Yes      No      Not Sure





Comments:





Comments:





    Yes      No      Not Sure





    Yes      No      Not Sure





    Yes      No      Not Sure





SECTION 2


Question 9a) Do you agree that it is appropriate to set standards in these areas?








Question 9b) Are there any other areas in which standards should be set?












































Question 10) Which existing standards could be adapted for this purpose and how could the sector contribute to standard setting?









































Question 11) How should schools describe the type of education they provide to pupils and parents to help them decide whether the type of education the school offers meets their needs?





Comments:





Comments:





Comments:





SECTION 3


Question 12) Do you agree that published inspection reports should be introduced for all schools?












































Question 13) What are your views on introducing a charging policy for all Ofsted inspections of independent schools?















































Question 14) How do you think the arrangements for the inspection of welfare could be extended to independent day schools?





    Yes      No      Not Sure





Comments:





    Agree      Disagree       Not Sure





Comments:





Comments:





Comments:





    Yes      No      Not Sure





Question 15) Do you think it would be appropriate to use lay inspectors in some inspections?






































SECTION 4


Question 16) Do you agree that where Ofsted have identified serious weaknesses, all schools should be required to produce an Action Plan against which progress will be monitored, with de-registration if schools refuse to cooperate?















































Question 17) What are your views on the procedures for dealing with failing independent schools?





Comments:





    Yes      No      Not Sure





Comments:





    Agree      Disagree       Not Sure





Question 18) What are your views on replacing the present right of appeal to an Independent School Tribunal with a right of appeal to a standing appeal body?

















	























Question 19) What range of penalties should be available to the Secretary of State and the appeal body?









































Question 20) Do you agree that we should change the process for disqualifying proprietors so that the appeal occurs after the Secretary of State has decided to disqualify or restrict a proprietor?





Comments:





Comments:





    Yes      No      Not Sure





Comments:





    Yes      No      Not Sure





    Yes      No      Not Sure





Question 21) Do you agree that we should take powers to disqualify proprietors on the basis that they are unfit to work with children, dishonest, 


incompetent or otherwise unsuitable? 


Should there be any other grounds?
































SECTION 5


Question 22) What more can be done to persuade all independent schools to register?









































Question 23) In your view, what powers should the Secretary of State have to intervene when schools refuse to register?





Comments:





Comments:





Comments:





Comments:





    Yes      No      Not Sure





Question 24) Do you agree that Ofsted should have powers to enter premises where there is reason to believe that a school could be operating illegally?






































SECTION 6


Question 25) Do you agree that the information listed should be published?















































Question 26) Should all independent schools be required to publish, or make available to parents and others, any other information?





Comments:





    Yes      No      Not Sure





    Yes      No      Not Sure





Comments:





Question 27) Would it be more effective to bring in measures, covering the provision of information, through legislation or voluntary codes?



































Question 28) Do you agree that some or all independent schools should have a properly constituted governing body, which is independent of the management of the school? If some, which schools should be exempt?












































Question 29a) What size should governing bodies be?











Question 29b) Which groups could be represented (for example parents, trustees, faith group representatives, those with specific expertise, such as care of boarding pupils, staff etc)?





Comments:





Comments:





Comments:





    Yes      No      Not Sure





Comments:





    Some      All       Not Sure





    Yes      No      Not Sure





Comments:





Question 30) Do you agree that the Secretary of State should have the power to impose financial penalties on those schools that fail to file their annual return on time?















































Question 31) Do you think there will be any other significant costs surrounding the implementation of our proposals?















































PLEASE WRITE ANY ADDITIONAL COMMENTS HERE





    Yes      No      Not Sure





Comments:





Additional comments:
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