RAISING STANDARDS IN POST-16 LEARNING:

 CONSULTATION DOCUMENT

RESPONSE FORM

Name:...........................................................................................................................…….

Position:.......................................................................................................................……

Organisation:...............................................................................................................…....

Notes: 1.
The questions for consultation are set out below. For each of the consultation questions, please tick one response box, and add any comments you wish. 

2.
The Department invites views on whether the proposals take account of the impact on suppliers and offer enough rigour to bring about the necessary improvements.

3.
For each question, the paragraph references in the summary consultation document are provided in brackets and is cross-referenced to the corresponding chapter in the more detailed consultation document which is available via the DfEE website.  For example, question 1 refers to paragraph 8 in the Summary document and also to Chapter 1 in the Website document.
Please send your comments by 28 July 2000 to:

Dave Cooper

Consultation Unit

DfEE

Level 2b

Castle View House

Runcorn

Cheshire

WA7 2GJ

Tel:  01928 794341

Fax: 01928 794311

e-mail:  raising.stands@dfee.gov.uk
Design Principles

Q1
Do you agree these are the key design principles to underpin the development of the arrangements for raising standards in post-16 learning?  (para 8) /Chapter 1


Strongly agree







 FORMCHECKBOX 

Tend to agree







 FORMCHECKBOX 

Neither agree nor disagree





 FORMCHECKBOX 

Tend to disagree






 FORMCHECKBOX 

Strongly disagree






 FORMCHECKBOX 

Don’t know







 FORMCHECKBOX 






Comments:........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Raising Standards in Post 16 Learning 

Q2
Do you agree that these proposals provide clear responsibilities for those involved in raising standards in post-16 education and training? (paras 9 to17) /Chapter 2

Strongly agree







 FORMCHECKBOX 

Tend to agree







 FORMCHECKBOX 

Neither agree nor disagree





 FORMCHECKBOX 

Tend to disagree






 FORMCHECKBOX 

Strongly disagree






 FORMCHECKBOX 

Don’t know







 FORMCHECKBOX 






Comments:.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................…………………………………………………………

LSC and ES - Contracting Arrangements 

Q3
Do you agree the proposed contracting arrangements strike the right balance between ensuring high quality provision while encouraging innovation and new suppliers to enter the market? (paras 21 to 23) /Chapter 3

Strongly agree







 FORMCHECKBOX 

Tend to agree







 FORMCHECKBOX 

Neither agree nor disagree





 FORMCHECKBOX 

Tend to disagree






 FORMCHECKBOX 

Strongly disagree






 FORMCHECKBOX 

Don’t know







 FORMCHECKBOX 






Comments:...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................……………….………………………………………….

Requirements of Suppliers 

Q4 
Do you agree with the requirements of suppliers and do they focus effectively on 

raising standards ? (para 26 to para 30) /Chapter 3

Strongly agree







 FORMCHECKBOX 

Tend to agree







 FORMCHECKBOX 

Neither agree nor disagree





 FORMCHECKBOX 

Tend to disagree






 FORMCHECKBOX 

Strongly disagree






 FORMCHECKBOX 

Don’t know







 FORMCHECKBOX 





Comments:......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

 Q5
Do they favour any particular types of suppliers at the expense of others? 

(para 26 to para 30) / Chapter 3

Yes








 FORMCHECKBOX 

No








 FORMCHECKBOX 

Comments:....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Q6
Do you agree that a statement on post 16 learners’ entitlements and responsibilities would

be valuable for learners?  What are the key issues to be addressed in taking this proposal forward?  (para 27)/Chapter 3 and appendix 2

Strongly agree







 FORMCHECKBOX 

Tend to agree







 FORMCHECKBOX 

Neither agree nor disagree





 FORMCHECKBOX 

Tend to disagree






 FORMCHECKBOX 

Strongly disagree






 FORMCHECKBOX 

Don’t know







 FORMCHECKBOX 





Comments:.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................…………………………………………………………

 Q7
What are the key issues to be addressed in developing common measures  

and evidence portfolios for the LSC/ES and other national agencies to inform 

quality monitoring arrangements? (para 9 and para 31) /Chapter 3

Comments:............................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................……………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Q8
Do the proposed performance indicators provide an appropriate base to assess quality and continuous improvement effectively? (para 36) /Chapter 3

Yes








 FORMCHECKBOX 

No








 FORMCHECKBOX 

Comments:.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................…………………………………………………………

Q9
In what circumstances are published comparative performance information and benchmarking helpful in raising standards?  Are there circumstances where such information should not be published?  (para 39) /Chapter 3

Very useful







 FORMCHECKBOX 


Useful








 FORMCHECKBOX 


Not useful







 FORMCHECKBOX 


Don’t know







 FORMCHECKBOX 


Comments:..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

The LSC and ES Supplier Review Processes

Q10
Do you consider the proposed supplier review will be effective and will identify suppliers who need to improve performance and who need additional support and/or guidance from the LSC and/or ES? (paras 40 to 44) /Chapter 4

Yes








 FORMCHECKBOX 

No








 FORMCHECKBOX 

Comments:..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................……………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Q11
Should the current accredited and Beacon status of FE colleges be carried forward

until the new arrangements are established? (para 47) /Chapter 4

Yes








 FORMCHECKBOX 

No








 FORMCHECKBOX 

Comments:............................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................
………....................................………………..…………………………………………………….

Q12
Do you agree  that the award of preferred/approved supplier status should be 

available across all types of supplier?   If so, what benefits should this status attract? 

(para 48) /Chapter 4

Strongly agree







 FORMCHECKBOX 

Tend to agree







 FORMCHECKBOX 

Neither agree nor disagree





 FORMCHECKBOX 

Tend to disagree






 FORMCHECKBOX 

Strongly disagree






 FORMCHECKBOX 

Don’t know







 FORMCHECKBOX 





Comments:.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................…………………………………………………………

Investing to raise standards

Q13
In what circumstances would it be appropriate for the LSC or ES to invest 

resources to improve marginal or unsatisfactory provision?  How should this be done and how should such investments be safeguarded? (Paras 54 to 56) /Chapter 4

Comments:.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................…………………………………………………………

Promoting Good Practice

Q14
What type of support should the LSC and ES provide to encourage new developments

and collaboration to improve learning opportunities and the efficiency and effectiveness of delivery?  (para 59) /Chapter 4

Comments:............................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................

……………………………………................................……………………………………………

Introduction of the new requirements for raising standards

Q15
What additional support is needed during the transition to help suppliers prepare 

for the introduction of the new arrangements for raising standards in post-16 

learning? (para 60) /Chapter 5

Comments:............................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................
....................................………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

