	New Fire Safety Guidance for Schools

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 18 November 2005
Your comments must reach us by that date.
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The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude the public right of access.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
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	Address:
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If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Chris Bissell on:

Telephone: 020 7273 6215

e-mail: chris.bissell@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888

Fax: 01928 794 311

e-mail: consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
Please indicate whether you represent a School, LEA, Building Control Body, Fire and Rescue Service, Designer or other (please specify).
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	School
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	LEA
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	Building Control Body
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	Fire and Rescue Service
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	Designer
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	Other


	[image: image13.png]



	Please Specify:



	


1 Do you agree with the proposal that risk assessment should be the basis for designers to make their choices rather than a purely prescriptive approach which may preclude many of those choices?
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


2 Do you agree with the proposals that both life safety and property protection need to be considered equally during the design process?   
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	Agree
	[image: image19.png]



	Disagree
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


3 Do you agree to the proposal that smoke control measures should be considered and included if indicated by the risk assessment? This is particularly important as school buildings are becoming ever more complex, for example, including associated atria.
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


4 Do you agree with the proposal that sprinkler systems should be installed if indicated by the risk assessment?
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


5 . Do you agree that the guidance on fire detection and alarm systems is adequate? 
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


6 Do you agree that the guidance on sprinklers is adequate?
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


7 Do you agree with the proposals that there should be a package of measures available to the designer to reduce the effects of vandalism and arson as well as accidental fires? These include smoke tightness, improved security, good housekeeping and effective management, as well as detection and alarm systems and sprinklers.
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	Agree
	[image: image39.png]



	Disagree
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


8 . Do you agree with the proposals to alter the critical angle to 90 degrees from 45 degrees when calculating alternative routes of escape?
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


9 Do you agree with the proposals for measures to allow designers greater freedom without increasing the risk with respect to fire resistance (Appendix B)? For example an alternative to providing full compliance with the insulation criterion, especially in the design of escape routes.
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


10 Do you agree with the proposals that robust materials will meet fire requirements and withstand abuse will be acceptable?  For example, doors that cannot withstand impacts, glasses that cannot accept scratches and some single-skin lining materials should be restricted in use.
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


11 Do you agree that the guidance in BB100 is suitable for it to be used in place of Approved Document B, Fire Safety?
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not sure


	[image: image57.png]



	Comments:



	


12 Are there additional changes you would wish to propose to the draft guidance as written? For example have you found the guidance clear and easy to follow in this format?
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	Agree
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	Disagree
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	Not sure
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image62.png]



Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No


All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-guidance/content/introduction/index.asp

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 18 November 2005

Send by post to: Schools Premises Team, DfES, Floor 7, Caxton House, Tothill Street, London SW1H 9NA

Send by e-mail to: FireSafety.CONSULTATION@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
