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The Department may, in accordance with the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information, make available, on public request, individual consultation responses. This will extend to your comments unless you inform us that you wish them to remain confidential.
	

	Please mark X if you want us to keep your response confidential
	 
	

	

	Name
	     

	

	Organisation (if applicable)
	     

	

	Address
	     

	
	


	


	Return completed forms to:

Consultation Unit

Level 1, Area B

Castle View House

East Lane

Runcorn

WA7 2GJ

or, alternatively email the electronic template, available from www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations, to: schoolscapital.newplaces@dfes.gsi.gov.uk. 

Should you experience difficulties with downloading the consultation documents from the consultation website you can contact:

Telephone:
020 7925 6595
email:

Internet.team@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact: 

Telephone:
01928 794888

Fax:

01928 794311

email:
            consultation.unit@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact:

Telephone:
020 7925 5898/5944

email:
            philip.watson@dfes.gsi.gov.uk  or chris.foy@dfes.gsi.gov.uk 




	Please mark X in ONE of the following boxes that best describes you as a respondent (Please choose only one option)


	

	
	 
	Voluntary Aided School Sector
	 
	County Council Authority

	

	
	 
	London Borough Authority
	 
	Metropolitan District  Authority

	

	
	 
	Unitary Authority
	 
	Other (please specify)      

	

	

	Please mark X in ONE of the following boxes to indicate the Government Office area from which you are responding.



	

	
	 
	East Midlands
	 
	East

	

	
	 
	London
	 
	North East

	

	
	 
	North West
	 
	South East

	

	
	 
	South West
	 
	West Midlands

	

	
	 
	Yorkshire and The Humber
	

	


	Question 1


	

	Do you agree that we should look to simplify and improve the current system for allocating capital funding to support the expansion of new pupil places?



	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not sure

	

	

	Comments:

	     

	

	Question 2


	

	Are there any other objectives which you think are important? (Paragraphs 3.1 and 3.2)?



	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not sure

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 3


	

	Are there any principles or objectives here which you disagree with, or which you regard as unimportant (Paragraphs 3.1 and 3.2)?


	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not sure

	

	

	Comments:

	     

	

	Question 4


	

	Do you consider that either of the other Models 1 or 2 (Paragraphs 3.4 and 3.8) are better than our preferred options 3 or 4 (Paragraphs 3.11 and 3.14)?  
 FORMCHECKBOX 



	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not sure

	

	

	If so, what are the reasons for your preference?

	     


	Question 5


	

	If you answered “yes” to Question 4, and a modified system is preferred, what sort of characteristics would you like it to have – either in terms of those described in paragraphs 3.4 or 3.8, of the consultation paper, or others?


	

	Comments:

	     

	

	Question 6


	

	If you support one of our preferred options, would you prefer Model 3 (Paragraph 3.11) or Model 4 (Paragraph 3.14)?



	

	

	
	 
	Model 3
	 
	Model 4
	 
	Either

	

	

	Please state why:

	     


	Question 7


	

	Do you agree that our preferred options - Model 3 (see paragraph 3.11) and Model 4 (see paragraph 3.14) - are about right?

	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not sure

	

	

	Comments:

	     

	

	Question 8


	

	If you support Models 3 (Paragraph 3.11) or 4 (Paragraph 3.14), do you have a view as to which pupil projections (see paragraphs 3.27 and 3.28) should be used to calculate additional pupil places?

	

	A) DfES projections



	

	B) LEA projections



	

	C) Other



	

	

	
	 
	A
	 
	B
	 
	C

	

	

	If Other, please specify:

	

	     


	Question 9


	

	Where initial allocations for funding of pupil places (under a formulaic approach – Model 3 or Model 4) do not match subsequent decisions taken on the type of provision to be provided (eg a new VA secondary school where little VA provision currently existed), do you agree that mechanisms should exist for the LEA to contribute to cover the project costs (see paragraphs 3.31 and 3.32)?



	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not sure

	

	

	9a) If yes, please say how you think this should work (eg LEA funding clawed back and paid

      directly by the Department; LEA to contribute directly to the costs):

	     

	

	9b) If no, please say why:

	     


	Question 10


	

	Bearing in mind what is said at paragraph 3.33, if we moved to a formulaic approach, are there any additional factors you would like us to include in any formula in respect of cross border issues? 


	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not sure

	

	

	If so, please explain what those factors would be:

	     

	

	Question 11


	

	Do you think that any formula for funding pupil places should include an additional “floors and ceilings” mechanism (see paragraph 3.34), given that it would add an additional level of bureaucracy and that it may affect only a small number of authorities?



	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not sure

	

	

	If yes, please describe how you think it should work:

	     


	Question 12


	

	Do you agree that any formula should include an abatement mechanism to take account of funding for pupil places by other means (eg PFI, Academy) (see paragraph 3.35)?



	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not sure

	

	

	If no, please say why:

	     

	

	Question 13


	

	Are there other ways in which Models 3 (Paragraph 3.11) or 4 (Paragraph 3.14) might be improved, or particular issues you believe should be considered in developing the details?



	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not sure

	

	

	Comments:

	     


	Question 14


	

	Do you agree that any changes arising from this consultation should take effect from 2004-05?  



	

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	 
	Not sure

	

	

	If not, please give an alternative year, and provide an explanation:

	     

	

	Do you have any other comments that might aid the consultation process as a whole?


	

	Please use this space for any general comments that you may have. Comments on the layout of this consultation would also be welcomed.



	

	Comments:

	     


	

	Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views.  We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you mark the box below with an X. 

	

	Please acknowledge this reply
	 
	

	

	

	Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations.  As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents? 

	

	
	 
	Yes
	 
	No
	

	

	


The following seven standards from the Cabinet Office Code of Practice on written consultation should be reproduced in all consultation documents.  This is binding on Departments.  Ministers’ reasons for any departures should be explained.  

Code of Practice on written consultation  
All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following standards:

1: Timing of consultation should be built into the planning process for a policy (including legislation) or
    service from the start, so that it has the best prospect of improving the proposals concerned, and 
    so that sufficient time is left at each stage.

2: It should be clear who is being consulted, about what questions, in what timescale and for what
    purpose.

3. A consultation document should be as simple and concise as possible. It should include a
    summary, in two pages at most, of the main questions it seeks views on. It should make it as easy
    as possible for readers to respond, make contact or complain.

4. Documents should be made widely available, with the fullest use of electronic means (though not
    to the exclusion of others), and effectively drawn to the attention of all interested groups and 
    individuals.

5. Sufficient time should be allowed for considered responses from all groups with an interest. Twelve
    weeks should be the standard minimum period for a consultation.

6. Responses should be carefully and open-mindedly analysed, and the results made widely
    available, with an account of the views expressed, and the reasons for decisions finally taken.

7. Departments should monitor and evaluate consultations, designating a consultation co-ordinator
    who will ensure the lessons are disseminated.
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