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This consultation document contains the draft Children (Private Arrangements for Fostering) Regulations 2005, draft National Minimum Standards for private fostering and the draft replacement Children Act 1989 guidance on private fostering. The draft Regulations, standards and guidance are issued for consultation only - and will be revised in the light of consultation responses before being published in final form.
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Telephone: 020 7972 4355 
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	Contact Details

	
	Consultation responses should be sent to Lorraine Reid at DfES, Area 4G Caxton House, Tothill Street, London, SW1H 9NA or by email to lorraine.reid@dfes.gsi.gov.uk .

	1
	Executive Summary

	1.1
	This consultation document contains draft Children (Private Arrangements for Fostering) Regulations 2005 (the "new Regulations"), draft National Minimum Standards for private fostering and draft replacement Children Act 1989 guidance on private fostering.  The draft Regulations, standards and guidance are issued for consultation only - and will be revised in the light of consultation responses before being published in final form. 

	2
	Background and Context

	2.1
	Children Act 1989 guidance
The existing Children Act 1989 guidance on private fostering will be replaced, in due course, by the finalised version of the new draft guidance on private fostering.  The new guidance updates the existing guidance and covers the new measures in the 2004 Act and the new Regulations.  

The draft National Minimum Standards
The draft standards have been developed in conjunction with a wide range of key stakeholders, including members of BAAF’s Private Fostering Special Interest Group, Association of Directors of Social Services, Local Government Association, Commission for Social Care Inspection (CSCI), the Race Equality Unit, National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, the Children’s Society, the National Youth Advocacy Service and Roger Morgan, the CSCI Children’s Rights Director.  The work was co-ordinated by BAAF.  

Children Act 2004 and new Regulations
Part 9 of the Children Act 1989, and Regulations made under it, already provide a robust framework of safeguards for privately fostered children.  This will be enhanced by the amendments to section 67 of, and Schedule 8 to, the 1989 Act made by section 44 of the Children Act 2004.

The new Regulations will replace the existing Children (Private Arrangements for Fostering) Regulations 1991.   

	3
	The Proposals

	3.1
	Proposed timetable for consultation and implementation
We are consulting on the new Regulations, National Minimum Standards and replacement guidance as a package at the same time.  As the National Minimum Standards and the replacement guidance are based in part on the new Regulations, it makes sense to wait until the new Regulations have been agreed before finalising them.

We will aim to consider responses to the consultation and make any amendments to the new Regulations, National Minimum Standards and replacement guidance in light of them during April 2005, with a view to issuing the National Minimum Standards by the end of April, if at all possible.  The Regulations will be made and laid before Parliament, and the finalised guidance issued, in early May 2005.  
In order to allow local authorities good notice of what their new responsibilities will be, we propose that the new Regulations, National Minimum Standards and replacement guidance should come into force on 1 July, at the same time as section 44 of the Children Act 2004.  

	4
	How To Respond

	4.1
	It is our intention that everyone with an interest in the new Regulations, National Minimum Standards and replacement guidance should have the opportunity to comment on them.  We have, therefore, published this consultation document on the internet, at the DfES web-site www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/, to ensure that the Regulations, standards and guidance are widely accessible.  The consultation period will run for three months until 15 April 2005 to give interested parties sufficient time to read and comment on the drafts.

You are encouraged to contribute any comments you may have on the draft Regulations, National Minimum Standards and guidance.  We would be particularly interested to have your view on whether we have achieved the right coverage of issues in the standards and guidance.  

Consultation responses should be sent to Lorraine Reid at DfES, Area 4G Caxton House, Tothill Street, London SW1H 9NA or by Email to lorraine.reid@dfes.gsi.gov.uk.
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	Additional Copies

	5.1
	Additional copies of the consultation documents can be obtained from Lorraine Reid at DfES, Area 4G Caxton House, Tothill Street, London SW1H 9NA or by email to lorraine.reid@dfes.gsi.gov.uk  
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	Plans for making results public

	6.1
	The results of the private fostering consultation will be made available in summary form on the DfES website in May 2005.


