	Consultation
Launch Date 28 May 2004
Respond by 31 August 2004
Ref: DfES ACA200204
	[image: image4.jpg]




	Draft Adoption Regulations and Guidance for Consultation - Adoption Support and Adoption Support Agencies

This is the fourth consultation package of draft regulations and guidance to be made under the Adoption & Children Act 2002. When finalised the draft regulations and guidance will govern the national framework for adoption support services and provide for the regulation of independent providers of adoption support services in England and Wales.
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	CONSULTATION ON ADOPTION SUPPORT AND ADOPTION SUPPORT AGENCIES
To:   Local authorities in England and Wales
Voluntary Adoption Agencies in England and Wales
Independent providers of adoption support services
Anyone with an interest in adoption support
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Looked After Children Division
Wellington House
133-155 Waterloo Road
London
SE1 8UG

Fax: 020 7972 4179
E-mail: adoptionsupport.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk   
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	Foreword by Margaret Hodge

	1.1
	Since the Adoption & Children Act 2002 gained Royal    Assent, the Government has been developing draft Regulations and guidance as part of our work to implement the new provisions. I have already published for consultation four packages of draft Regulations and guidance: Arranging Adoptions and Assessing Adopters, Adoption Reports and Adoptions with a Foreign Element, Special Guardianship Orders and Care Planning and Access to Information, and I am delighted to publish this fifth package which covers adoption support. 

The Government is committed to developing a framework [image: image1.png]


of support for adoptive children and their adoptive and birth families in order to ensure that more adoptions succeed and provide the safe and loving homes that vulnerable children deserve. In October last year, Regulations introduced the first phase of a new national framework for adoption support, placing duties on local councils to maintain a core set of adoption support services, and giving many of those affected by adoption the right to request an assessment of their need for adoption support services. 

The draft Regulations and guidance in this document further develop this new framework, expanding the list of services which councils are expected to maintain and widening the pool of people who are entitled to an assessment of their need. Other key changes include clarification of the role and responsibilities of the adoption support services advisor, and refinement of the system of financial support for adoptive families. 

In addition to this, the Government is keen to ensure that adoption support services are provided to a high standard and by those professionals who have suitable qualifications and experience to meet adoption-related needs. To do this, the 2002 Act includes a provision requiring independent providers of adoption support services to register with the new Commission for Social Care Inspection or the National Assembly for Wales as Adoption Support Agencies. This document contains proposals regarding the implementation of this provision and draft Regulations and national minimum standards for England and Wales. 

I am issuing this document today for a 3-month public consultation and we are keen to hear from all those with an interest in adoption on our proposals either in writing or through the consultation events that have been arranged for the forthcoming months. Following the consultation exercise, it is the intention that all the Regulations and guidance to implement the 2002 Act will be finalised by the end of 2004, with full implementation planned for September 2005, following a period of preparation and training. 

Margaret Hodge
Minister for Children, Young people and Families


	 

	2
	Executive Summary


	2.1
	This consultation document includes the: 

• draft Regulations and guidance for the second phase of the new national framework for adoption support services; and 

• draft Regulations and national minimum standards for the regulation of independent providers of adoption support services in England and Wales. 

 

	2.2
	The draft Regulations and national minimum standards for the regulation of adoption support agencies have been developed jointly with the National Assembly for Wales in order to ensure consistency of service between the two countries. They should be read in the context of the Care Standards Act 2000 and associated Regulations. Welsh Assembly Government will issue a consultation document containing the regulations, guidance and National Minimum Standards to reflect the Welsh context. 

 

	2.3
	Regulations for Adoption Support Services have been developed separately by each administration. This document contains the draft Adoption Support Services (Local Authorities) (England) Regulations and guidance will, when finalised, replace the Adoption Support Services (Local Authorities) (England) Regulations 2003, which came into force in October last year. Adoption Support Service (Wales) Regulations will be issued for consultation by June 2004, and will be published by Welsh Assembly Government. 

 

	2.4
	This document is now being issued for a three-month public consultation and anyone with an interest in adoption may respond. The feedback form at Annex E includes a number of questions about specific issues as well as seeking more general comments on the proposals. 

 

	 

	3
	Background and Context


	3.1
	The Government is keen to encourage more people to adopt children by helping to ensure that the support they need is available. Better, more consistently available support for adoptive families will help to improve the success of adoptive placements and the outcomes for the children and families involved. 

In July 2000 the Performance and Innovation Unit at the Cabinet Office published the ‘Prime Minister’s Review of Adoption’, and in November 2000 the Social Services Inspectorate published ‘Adopting Changes – Survey and Inspection of local councils’ Adoption Services’. In both of these documents the need for effective adoption support services was identified. In December 2000, the Government issued a White Paper ‘Adoption: A New Approach’, which laid out a programme of reform for adoption services, including adoption support, which would be taken forward by legislation. 

The Adoption and Children Act 2002 (the 2002 Act) received Royal Assent in November 2002 and underpins the Government’s commitment in the White Paper to introduce a new national framework for adoption support services, to tackle current inconsistencies in provision and ensure that people affected by adoption have access to an assessment of their needs for services. The first phase of the new framework for adoptive families, focusing on support for looked after children who are adopted, was introduced on 31 October 2003, when the Adoption Support Services (Local Authorities) (England) Regulations 2003 came into force. 

The draft Regulations and associated guidance in this consultation document will implement the adoption support framework created by the 2002 Act in full. 

As well as introducing the new support framework, the 2002 Act makes provision for previously unregulated organisations and individuals providing adoption support services to register as Adoption Support Agencies (ASAs). 

It is vital that those delivering adoption support services are professional, sensitive to the issues surrounding adoption and have the necessary understanding and experience to support adoptive families and meet adoption-related needs. Likewise, it is important that adopted adults and birth relatives seeking to trace and contact one another have access to professional advice and services from those who understand the life-long impact of adoption. 

At present, providers of adoption support services are not subject to any form of inspection or regulation, unless they are voluntary adoption agencies (VAAs) or local authorities, despite the sensitive nature of some of the services. Implementing this provision will therefore ensure that adoption support services are provided to a high standard by sufficiently professional, experienced and skilled people who are working to ensure the best possible outcomes for their service users. In addition, regulation will seek to drive up standards in adoption support provision, ensuring that only those meeting regulations and National Minimum Standards are allowed to continue to operate. 

The Adoption Support Services and Adoption Support Agencies Regulations are being issued for consultation as part of a wider, staggered programme of consultation on the secondary legislation needed to implement the 2002 Act. Various strands of these different consultation packages have links to adoption support, and these will be pulled together in the final holistic package of Regulations and guidance that will support the 2002 Act when it comes into force in September 2005. A comprehensive national training programme will take place ahead of this date in order to prepare practitioners for the changes the 2002 Act brings about, and this programme will cover the new adoption support framework. 


 

	4
	The Proposals


	4.1
	ADOPTION SUPPORT
The draft Adoption Support Services (Local Authorities) (England) Regulations fully implement the adoption support framework created by sections 3 and 4 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002. 

These draft Regulations propose: 

• the adoption support services which a local authority must have available (listed in regulation 2(1) and in section 2(6) of the 2002 Act) 

• the persons with which a local authority may make arrangements in order to have an adoption support service provided on their behalf (listed in regulation 2) 

• the persons that a have a right to an assessment of their need for adoption support services (regulation 5) 

• the circumstances in which a local authority has the duty to assess needs for adoption support services, and then must consider subsequent action, in respect of people who live outside that local authority’s area (regulation 2) 

• how assessments of adoption support service needs should be carried out (regulation 6) 

• following assessment, the steps a local authority must take, the considerations the authority should have regard to in making a proposal for the provision of adoption support services, and then the process for making a decision as to whether to provide adoption support services (regulations 8 and 9) 

• the criteria that must be met for financial support to be payable (regulation 3) and the considerations that a local authority must have regard to when deciding on the amount of that financial support, including which types of payments require consideration of the financial resources and needs of the adoptive child and family (regulation 7) 

• the process a local authority must follow in drawing up a plan for the adoption support services it will provide (regulation 11) 

• when a local authority should review adoption support service plans and how such reviews should be carried out (regulations 12 and 13) 

• when the local authority must give notice of decisions, to whom and what information should be covered (regulation 10) 
 
• when a local authority may recover expenses from another local authority (regulation 14) 

• the requirement for every local authority to have an Adoption Support Services Advisor; the functions this person shall perform and the knowledge and experience they must have (regulation 4) 

• the transitional provisions on how it is proposed the move from the current adoption  support framework to the new model will be managed. 

The draft statutory guidance accompanying the draft regulations adds proposals that: 

• assessments for adoption support services are combined with a wider assessment of support needs for the adoptive family in line with a child in need assessment 

• this wider assessment is carried out using the forthcoming draft practice guidance ‘Assessing the support needs of adoptive and special guardianship families’ 

• when deciding on the amount of financial support payable to adopters, local authorities use a standardised national means test in order to consistently consider the financial resources and needs of the adoptive child and family. 

 

	4.2
	Regulation of adoption support agencies
The draft Regulations and national minimum standards are issued jointly by the Department for Education and Skills and the Welsh Assembly Government. Together with the draft Adoption Support Agencies Regulations (the Regulations) enclosed in the wallet at the back of this document, the standards, will in due course, form the basis of the new regulatory framework under the 2000 Act for the regulation of Adoption Support agencies (ASAs) by the Commission for Social Care Inspection (CSCI) in England and the National Assembly for Wales (the Assembly) in Wales (the registration authorities)

The draft Regulations and standards closely follow the approach taken in both England and Wales in the Fostering Services Regulations 2002 and the Voluntary Adoption Agencies and Adoption Agencies (Miscellaneous Amendments) Regulations 2003 and the relevant national minimum standards. Following this consultation period and the analysis of responses, it is the intention to finalise the Regulations and standards by the end of 2004 to come into force in September 2005. The final Regulations and standards may differ from the draft Regulations and standards in light of the feedback from this consultation exercise. 

 

	4.3
	Regulatory Context 
The Regulations are primarily made under sections 2(6), 9 and 10 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002 (the 2002 Act), which provide the powers for making regulations to govern the conduct and management of ASAs to be regulated by the CSCI and the Assembly under Part 2 of the 2000 Act. The standards are prepared by the Secretary of State for Education and Skills and the Welsh Assembly Government under section 23 of the 2000 Act. 

The 2000 Act established a new framework for the regulation of health and social care services previously regulated by local councils and health authorities. The 2000 Act also established the National Care Standards Commission (NCSC) and the Assembly as the registration authorities. However, following implementation of the relevant provisions of the Health and Social Care (Community Health and Standards) Act 2003, the NCSC was replaced by CSCI as the regulator of social care services in England on 1 April 2004. 

The 2000 Act extended the scope of social care regulation significantly to include other services that had not previously been regulated, such as independent fostering services and domiciliary care agencies. The 2002 Act, which represents the biggest overhaul of adoption law for 26 years, amended the 2000 Act to include the regulation of ASAs under the same framework. 

How the Regulations and standards work together and the role of the regulatory authorities 

The relationship between the Regulations and standards and how they operate in practice is very important. In assessing whether an ASA conforms to the Regulations, compliance with which is mandatory, the registration authorities must also take the standards into account. However, the registration authorities may also wish to take into account any other factors they consider reasonable or relevant to do so. 

Compliance with the standards is not itself enforceable, but compliance with Regulations is enforceable subject to the standards being taken into account. For example, the regulatory authority could decide that there has been a breach of Regulations even though the standards have been largely complied with and it must still decide what action, if any, to take. In practice, if the Regulations were not being met in a few respects it is likely the regulatory authority would note this in its inspection report and send a written warning. If the Regulations were persistently flouted and/or substantially or seriously disregarded, the regulatory authority may decide to take enforcement action either in terms of cancelling registration or in terms of a criminal prosecution through the courts depending on the regulation breached. 

The standards will also be taken into account by the regulatory authority when making any decisions to do with registration, cancellation of registration, or the imposition or variation of conditions. 

 

	4.4
	Regulatory Impact 
The partial Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) at Annex E provides an estimate of the likely cost of complying with these new Regulations and standards. It is not definitive and to ensure that we have an accurate picture of the likely costs before the Regulations and standards come into force, it is important that those responding to this consultation feedback any information about the likely impact of the new framework from their perspective. The RIA will be revised in light of the consultation responses. 
We would welcome your views on our assessment of the likely impact of these Regulations and standards. 


 

	4.5
	Policy Outline 
Who will be required to register?
 
The Government and the Welsh Assembly Government are committed to ensuring that adoption support services are provided to a high standard by those suitably qualified to meet adoption-related needs. It is for this reason that the 2002 Act requires previously unregulated individuals and establishments (both profit-making and not for profit) providing adoption support services to register as ASAs. 

By virtue of section 8 of the 2002 Act, an ASA 

‘means an undertaking the purpose of which, or one of the purposes of which, is the provision 
of adoption support services; but an undertaking is not an adoption support agency – 

(a) merely because it provides information in connection with adoption other than for the purposes mentioned in section 98(1), or 

(b) if it is excepted by virtue of subsection (2).’

Simply providing information in connection with adoption therefore will not require an individual or establishment to register as an ASA, unless that information is related to services provided under section 98 of the 2002 Act (which relates to access to information for people adopted before the commencement of the 2002 Act). Section 8(2) exempts certain establishments from having to register as ASAs whether or not they provide adoption support services because they are regulated through other means. Those exempt are: 

• Voluntary Adoption Agencies (VAAs) 

• Local Authorities 

• Local Education Authorities 

• Special Health Authorities, Primary Care Trusts, NHS Trusts and in Wales Local Health Boards 

• The Registrar General 

• Any person, or description of persons, excepted by regulations. 

We do not propose at this stage to provide further exemptions from registration in these Regulations. 

‘Adoption Support Services’ are defined in section 2(6) of the 2002 Act. This definition allows additional services to be prescribed as adoption support services. Prescribing additional services means that individuals and bodies providing those services are regulated, thereby safeguarding and protecting potentially vulnerable service users who have been affected by adoption. For the purposes of the regulation of adoption support agencies, the provision of the following services will require registration as an ASA: 

• counselling in relation to adoption including counselling under Schedule 2 of the 2002 Act 

• advice in relation to adoption 

• providing information and services in relation to section 98 of the 2002 Act 

• assistance in relation to arrangements for contact for adoptive children 

• mediation services to facilitate contact arrangements 

• services that may be provided in relation to the therapeutic needs of a child 

• services to assist where an adoption disruption has occurred or is in danger of occurring 

• intermediary services 

• assisting adoption agencies to prepare and train adopters.

In deciding which services to regulate the provision of, the primary concern has been to ensure that the people in the most vulnerable situations have access to professional and high quality services, provided by those with the relevant qualifications, experience and understanding of adoption issues. This is in recognition that receiving a good quality, sensitive and well-informed adoption support service can often have a life-changing impact on vulnerable children and adopted adults and their adoptive and birth families. It can also be a key factor in determining whether an adoption is successful. 

We would welcome views through the consultation exercise as to whether we have got this list of services right. 

The table below seeks to illustrate some examples of services which may be provided under the headings above:  

 

	4.6
	[image: image3.jpg]‘Adoption Support Servi

Examples (not exhaustive)

Counseling i relaion to adoption

‘Counseling adopted adults on the.
effects o their adoption;

‘Counseling birth relatives over the.
adoption of thei chid.

Providing counseling under Schedue.
210the 2002 on behalf of the.
Registrar General o a person
adopted pre-1975 who is applying for
the information necessary o obtain
original bith record; orto.a person
who is considering consenting or
objecting o the disclosure of
identiying information about
themselves.

‘Advice in elation to adopton

Providing general advice on adoption
ssues;

‘Advising adoptive parents on the
nesds of their adopted chid (where
those needs are adoption-related);
‘Advising birth parents on what steps
they can take where it has been
deced that theirchild s to be
adopted

Providing information i relaion to
Section 98 of the 2002 Act

‘Sesking informaiion rom an adoplion
agency. the Regisiar General or the.
courts o enable a persan to be
traced, and their consent sought to
the disclosure of identiying
nformation.

Assistance inrelaton to arrangements.
for contact for adoplive chidren

Mediation services to aciltate conact
aangements

Faciitating lette box conac;
‘Supervsing contact meetings.

Working with birth familes, adoptive:
parents and adoption agencies to
agree a contact plan for an adopiive
chid;

Faciitating a meeting to resolve:
problems in relaion to contact
arrangements.

Services that may be provided in relation

Intensive therapeuic services such

tothe therapeutic needs of a chid s Arts or Play Therapy.
+_Attachment Therapy:
‘Servicos to assist where an adoption |+ Faciltating ‘saying goodbye’

disruption has oceurred or s in danger of
occurting

meelings
Working with adoptive parents, a
child and an adopion agency to
prevent breakdow;

Family mediation;

Organising and running disruption
meetings.

Intermediary services

Faciitaing contact between an
adopted adull and their i relatves:
(This DOES NOT include purely
providing racing services.)

Assisting adoption agencies to prepare.
nd tran adopters

Running training sessions or
‘workshops on adoption-related
ssues, eg the needs of adopiive
chidren.





 



	4.7
	VAAs and local authorities providing adoption support services 
VAAs and local authorities are excepted from being ASAs even though they may provide adoption support services. However, the Government and the Welsh Assembly Government are keen to ensure insofar as is possible that there is a level playing field amongst different providers of adoption support services. It is the intention therefore that when the Regulations and national minimum standards governing the regulation of VAAs and local authorities are revised in light of implementation of the 2002 Act, they incorporate elements of the Regulations and national minimum standards for ASAs in order to raise the standard of adoption support provision across the board. It is important therefore that local authorities and VAAs consider and comment upon the draft Regulations and national minimum standards from their perspective both as future purchasers of ASA services and themselves providers of adoption support services. 

 

	4.8
	Registration, Fees and Frequency of Inspections 
The regulations governing the registration process, fee levels and frequency of inspections are made under the 2000 Act. These Regulations have already been consulted upon and finalised in England and it is not proposed to make substantial amendments to them for ASAs. Consequently the amendment regulations are not included in this consultation document. The Department and the Welsh Assembly Government are issuing for consultation the proposed approach to be taken to registration, fees, inspections and transitional provisions for ASAs. These are set out below and your comments are welcomed. 


 

	4.9
	Registration 
Section 11(1) of the 2000 Act makes it an offence for a person to carry on or manage an agency which is not registered with the registration authority. Section 11(2) of the 2000 Act requires the separate registration of branches and that those branches be treated as a separate agency for the purposes of Part II of the 2000 Act. This means that where an independent adoption support provider operates from one or more branches, then each branch must register in its own right as a separate ASA. 

When the Regulations and standards are in force, applications for ASA registration will need to be made to the registration authority in the country where the ASA is based. Therefore an ASA in Wales must apply for registration to the National Assembly for Wales, and an ASA in England must apply for registration to the CSCI. As the Department for Education and Skills and the Welsh Assembly Government propose to make joint regulations for the regulation of ASAs, this will mean that ASAs will be inspected to a consistent minimum standard across England and Wales. 


 

	4.10
	Conditions of registration 
ASAs will not be required to provide a ‘core’ set of services, but will be able to pick and choose which services they wish to provide from the list outlined above. Because of this, there will be wide variation in the combination of services offered by each ASA. For example, one ASA may choose to provide services solely to adopted adults and birth relatives, another to adoptive families and children, a third to a combination of the two. When applying for registration, an ASA will be required to submit to the registration authority in its Statement of Purpose details of the services it wishes to provide. In granting registration, the registration authority will decide whether the ASA should be limited to provide the services specified in the Statement of Purpose or whether it can change the nature of its service provision at any time. To do this, the registration authority may place conditions on an ASA’s registration, for example that it only provides services to adults. If the ASA wanted to begin providing services to children, it would have to apply to the registration authority to have the conditions removed. In this case the registration authority would decide whether to simply remove the conditions or visit the ASA to inspect its arrangements for the new service provision. This is most likely to occur where an ASA providing services to adults proposes to begin providing services to children. 

	4.11
	Managers 

All ASAs, other than those who are individual practitioners in day to day control of the agency, will need to appoint a manager who will be responsible for the day-to-day running of the ASA and who will be registered by the regulatory authority as a fit and proper person to manage the ASA. The registration authority will inspect the ASA and will want to be satisfied that the manager has been properly appointed. It will be an offence for an ASA to operate unregistered, and a person who manages an unregistered ASA will commit an offence. 

 

	4.12
	Inspection 
Initially, the registration authority will inspect an individual or establishment to enable it to determine whether the body should be registered as an ASA. Once registered, it is proposed that an ASA will be inspected once every 3 years, to ensure that it continues to meet the requirements of the regulatory framework and national minimum standards. When inspecting bodies and ASAs, each registration authority will follow a consistent inspection methodology and reporting format. 

 

	4.13
	Fees 
Establishments regulated under the 2000 Act are required to pay an initial one-off registration fee and an annual fee plus fees for variation or removal of any condition in force in relation to the registration, or cancellation of the registration. Annual fees are paid on the date of registration and then on the anniversary of the registration and are based on the amount of inspection work required in the particular service area. In keeping with the current fee framework, the Department and the Assembly propose that small ASAs will receive fee concessions. 

It is proposed that the level of fees for ASAs in 2005-06 will be similar to the level of fees for VAAs in the same year. For this consultation it has not been possible to propose actual figures for fee levels for ASAs due to the time scale involved. However, as an indicator, in 2004-05 VAAs are required to pay a registration fee of £1,320 (small agencies £660) and an annual fee of £600 (small agencies £300), and £360 for manager registration, plus any fees for variations as may be appropriate (£60 minor variation, £600 for a variation requiring a visit). These amounts are expected to increase in 2005-06, however the level of increase will be subject to change following the transfer for social care regulation from NCSC to CSCI. 

 

	4.14
	Small adoption support agency 
We propose to define a ‘small adoption support agency’ along the lines as follows:

 ‘A small agency has no more than 3 whole-time equivalent members of staff (including those who work from home or on a sessional basis) employed at one time, including the registered manager, but excluding someone employed solely as a receptionist or administrator.’ 

We would welcome your comments on this proposed definition and any alternatives with an explanation of your reasons. 

Transitional arrangements for registration 

In order to ease the transition from the current situation to the regulation of adoption support provision, the Government and the Welsh Assembly Government propose to make transitional provisions as set out below. 

Current independent adoption support providers 
Where a provider is operational before these Regulations and standards come into force, they will be able to submit an application for registration to the registration authority and they will be able to continue to operate after September 2005 without committing an offence. This provision will last until the provider is fully inspected and ASA registration is granted or denied. During this period, providers will have to operate within the Regulations and meet the standards but the offence provisions will not apply. 

 

	4.15
	VAAs 
As discussed above, it is the intention that VAAs providing adoption support services are regulated to the same standard as ASAs from September 2005. When the Regulations and standards come into force, existing VAAs will already be registered with the CSCI and the Assembly for their activity in relation to making arrangements for adoption. Their provision of adoption support services will not however be regulated. In this case, each VAA will be required to inform the regulatory authority whether it does or does not provide or wish to provide adoption support services. If the VAA does not provide or wish to provide adoption support services it is the intention that it will become a condition of their registration as a VAA that they do not provide adoption support services. If the VAA does provide or wish to provide adoption support services it is the intention that its registration will be varied to include its adoption support provision at no cost. The VAA’s adoption support services provision will then be inspected at its next scheduled inspection. 

VAAs providing section 51 counselling under the Adoption Act 1976 
There is one VAA which is currently approved by the Secretary of State to provide only counselling under section 51 of the Adoption Act 1976 by virtue of the Care Standards Act 2000 (Commencement No.17 (England) and Transitional and Savings Provisions) Order 2003. At a given date, this VAA will be required to apply to the registration authority to change its registration, at which point it will automatically be rolled over to ASA status at no cost. 

 


	4.16
	Consultation
Through this consultation exercise we are seeking feedback on the draft Adoption Support Agencies Regulations, the draft national minimum standards, the partial Regulatory Impact Assessment and the proposals regarding fees, inspection and transitional provisions. Respondents should follow the instructions for consultation detailed on page 21. 

 


	4.17
	FURTHER INFORMATION 
For further information on the draft Regulations and guidance and standards in England 
please contact: 

Richard Vaughan
Department for Education and Skills
Looked After Children Division
Area 104 Wellington House
133-155 Waterloo Road
London SE1 8UG 

Tel: 020 7972 3970
Fax: 020 7972 4179
e-mail: adoptionsupport.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk 

or on the draft Adoption Support Agency Regulations and Standards in Wales,

Freda Lewis Children and Families Directorate
Welsh Assembly Government
Cathays Park 
Cardiff 
CF10 3NQ 

Tel: 029 2082 6364 
Fax:029 2082 3142
E-mail: Freda.Lewis@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

 

	 

	5
	The Consultation Process


	5.1
	These draft regulations, guidance and national minimum standards are being issued for consultation to local authorities, voluntary adoption agencies, independent providers of adoption support and to other adoption stakeholders. However, anyone with an interest in adoption is entitled to ask for a free copy of this document and is welcome to comment on it. The document may also be downloaded from the Department for Education and Skills’ adoption website: www.dfes.gov.uk/adoption 

 


	6
	How to Respond


	6.1
	If you wish to comment on any aspect of the draft regulations, guidance and standards in this document please complete the electronic feedback form, which can be found at http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations. Alternatively, you may complete and return the hard copy of the feedback form that can be found in the wallet at the back of this document, or write to us at: 

Consultation Unit
Department for Education and Skills
Area 2A
Castle View House 
East Lane 
Runcorn 
Cheshire 
WA7 2GJ 

You may also fax your views to 01928 794311 or e-mail your comments to us at adoptionsupport.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk. 

Regardless of the way you choose to respond, the deadline is 31st August 2004. 

If you choose not to use the feedback form, please ensure your letter, fax or e-mail includes the following information: 

• your name 

• your job title and interest in adoption 

• your telephone number 

• whether your comments represent your own view, the corporate view of your organisation1, or the view of a group or team within your organisation. 

• your specific comments on the draft regulations, guidance, standards or consultation question set out in the feedback form. Please quote the relevant paragraph number 

• any general comments you wish to make 

• whether your comments may be made available to the public when the final regulations, guidance and standards are published, or whether you wish your comments to remain confidential. 

Remember, if you want your comments and views to be considered we need to receive them before 31st August 2004. 

 

	 

	7
	Additional Copies


	7.1
	Anyone with an interest in adoption may ask for a free copy of this document and is welcome to comment on it. Copies can be obtained from: 

DfES Publications
PO Box 5050 
Sherwood Park 
Annesley Nottingham 
NG15 0DJ 

Tel: 0845 602 2260 
Fax: 0845 603 3360 
E-mail: dfes@prolog.uk.com 

Please quote reference: ACA200204 

This document can also be accessed from the Department for Education and Skills’ website at www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations. 


 

	 

	8
	Plans for Making Results Public


	8.1
	In accordance with the Cabinet Office code of practice, the results of this consultation exercise will be made public on the Department’s adoption website at www.dfes.gov.uk/adoption. 

We welcome responses from both individuals and organisations. Where an organisation is considering responding to this consultation, in the context of its own policies, procedures and practice, an internal consultation exercise on this document may help to involve staff in usefully shaping the corporate response.

 

	 


