Childcare Act 2006 Data Collection Regulations Public Consultation Report

Introduction
This report summarises the response to the public consultation on the draft Data Regulations of the Childcare Act 2006.  The consultation took place from 21 September to 14 December 2006.  The consultation sought views on the collection of individual child level information from early years providers funded to deliver the free entitlement for 3 and 4 year olds. It also sets out changes to the current arrangements for local authorities to forward Foundation Stage Profile (FSP) scores to the Department. The regulations also sought views on who will be permitted to access the data.  
Summary
In all, 11 responses were received from a wide range of relevant professionals and organisations, as described on the chart below.  Overall the majority supported the data collection regulations and no major objections were received.  A few respondents held contrary views and slight concerns were raised on some issues, which are outlined below.  Some respondents did not answer all of the questions the consultation asked.  
The concerns raised appear to be a result of respondents’ lack of awareness of the full safeguarding procedures in place, or from a misinterpretation of the regulations.  

Most comments were received in relation to the anticipated additional costs that Local Authorities and providers may incur in implementing the regulations e.g. collection of data and transfer to LA and DfES IT systems both in the set up phase and ongoing costs, such as training staff. There is currently no evidence to suggest that costs will be higher than the Department has estimated but a pilot data collection beginning in March 2007 may refine our costings.

ONS requested access to the data in order to carry out additional analyses of it and possibly linking it to other data sets.  However, given the changing status of the ONS, and following legal advice, we have agreed with ONS that we will revisit the request once their status is agreed later this year and after the completion of the pilot phase.
1.
Analysis of respondents
Details of the consultation were sent to the following key stakeholders and also posted on the Department’s Consultation Website which is open for public use. Responses from each group are as follows: 
	Type
	Total

	Director of Children’s Services
	1

	Early Years Lead Officer
	

	IT / Data Specialist
	2

	Sure Start Children’s Centre
	

	Other Sure Start Setting
	

	Private Provider
	2

	Voluntary / Community Provider
	1

	Local Authority Provider
	

	National Organisation
	

	School
	1

	Other
	4

	Total
	11

	Other organisations were: LA Early Years Development & Childcare Partnership (1) Pre-school (1) Early Childhood Studies Degree Student (1) National Education Organisation (1)


2.
Summary of responses to consultation questions
Q1.
Do you agree that the proposed information requirements, as detailed in the Schedule to the draft regulations will support the implementation of the new Childcare Act duties?

There were 11 responses to this question.  The majority of respondents (10) either agreed or strongly agreed that the data regulations would support the implementation of the Childcare Act duties.  One respondent neither agreed nor disagreed.
Q2.
Do you agree with our proposals on the persons/categories of person who will be able to access and use the data on individual children?

There were 11 responses to this question.  The majority of respondents (8) agreed or strongly agreed with the proposals, one neither agreed nor disagreed and the remaining (2) disagreed, one due to a belief that too much data is being collected and the other gave no comment.
Q3.
Do you agree that the proposals include sufficient safeguards to protect children on whom data is collected?
There were 10 responses to this question.  The majority of respondents (7) agreed that the proposals include sufficient safeguarding measures to protect children and one neither agreed nor disagreed.  2 respondents disagreed that there were sufficient safeguards, one believed that data should only be shared when necessary and the other made no comment.
Q4.
Is our analysis of the costs and burdens to providers realistic?
There were 9 responses to this question. The majority of respondents (7) agreed that the analysis of the cost and burdens to providers was realistic with the remaining 2 neither agreeing nor disagreeing.
3.
Action and next steps 
No substantive amendments to the regulations have been necessary at this stage.  
A pilot exercise will begin on the 30th March 2007 and will run until mid June.  Learning from this exercise will inform any future development of the data collections and may necessitate amendments to the regulations, which would be consulted on in due course.  
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