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Consultation Unit,
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Castle View House, RUNCORN

E-mail: Jackie.Bellfield@dfee.gov.uk
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	Department/Agency
	Department for Education and Skills…..



	Title of consultation
	Governance Arrangements in the Further Education Sector



	Launch date 
	15/12/2000



	Closing Date
	09/03/2001



	Brief summary of response

Please try to include keywords on which users may be likely to search


	On 15 December 2000 the Department started a statutory consultation under section 22 of the FHE Act 1992 on proposals to replace the instrument and articles of Government for all colleges in the FE sector. Copies of the draft replacement and a summary of proposed changes were distributed to the governing bodies of all FE sector colleges in England, as well as various organisations with an interest in further education. As part of the consultation the Department held 7 half-day regional conferences throughout England. All those that responded welcomed the Department’s proposal to replace and update the Instrument and Articles of Government. 

The new instrument and articles of Government came into force on 1 April 2001 and required no action by governing bodies. Copies of the new instrument and articles of Government and summary of the consultation exercise can be found on www.dfes.gov.uk/furthereducation .  

	URL (the web site address where the response can be found)


	http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/archive/archive1.cfm?CONID=50

	URL (web site address) of Department/Agency consultation page


	www.dfee.gov.uk/consultations/index.shtml

	Contact details for No 10 use


	Vickie Wood 0114 259 3824 GTN 5301 3824)

Martin Igoe 0114 259 3468 (GTN 5301 3468)

	How many responses were received?


	157 

	How much did the consultation exercise cost?


	Approx  -  £25,000 for the consultation conferences



	Were any complaints received about the consultation process?


	No

	Which aspects of the policy area changed as a result of the consultation?
	Under section 22 of the Further and Higher Education Act 1992 we replaced the Instrument and Articles of Government for all colleges in the FE sector. The changes included: 

· Consequential amendments in respect of provisions in the LSC Act;

·  Clerk to the corporation to be treated as holders of senior posts;

· Clarify corporation power to reject of nominations for membership from local authorities and community bodies;

· Attendance and voting at corporation meeting by video conference is to be allowed;

· Provision for the Chair, Vice Chair or majority of governing body to dismiss a senior post holder without the need for prior notice;

· Corporations will be required to co-operate with the LSC on the audit of student number returns and clarification that the LSC may appoint external auditors. 
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