INFORMATION NOTE FOR:





All local education authorities, and randomly selected Chairs of governing bodies and head teachers of foundation, voluntary aided, community and voluntary controlled schools; religious and professional bodies.
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16 September 2002�
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CONSULTATION ON REVISED SCHOOL ADMISSIONS AND ADMISSION APPEALS CODES OF PRACTICE AND ACCOMPANYING REGULATIONS





Sections 84 and 85 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 require the Secretary of State to consult on and issue a Code of Practice on School Admissions and School Admission Appeals, including any revisions s/he may wish to make. 





We would welcome your comments on the proposed drafts of the revised codes, which reflect the changes needed because of the Education Act 2002, and implementing regulations. 





The School Admissions Code of Practice





As well as reflecting the new Act, the revised Codes include changes made as a result of requests for clarification. The key changes include information about mandatory admission forums (chapter 5) and co-ordinated admission arrangements (chapter 6, Annex A.33 - A.39 and Annex C of the Code).  We have also taken the opportunity to re-order the Code in a more helpful way, and have made the changes consulted on last September. We would appreciate any general comments you may have on both Codes and would welcome your views on a number of key issues:





Admission Forums (Chapter 5)  - Are there any additional areas they should consider; should any other body/person be represented? 





Co-ordinated admission arrangements (Chapter 6, Annex A.33 – A.39 and Annex C)





Primary school schemes applying only within the LEA area





Co-ordinated admission schemes including a common closing date for all applications





Should there be national allocation dates of 15 March (secondary) and 15 April (primary) for parents to receive an offer of a school place, or a ‘last’ date (i.e. a fixed deadline date by which all parents should have been sent their offer)?





Is the definition of ‘the normal admissions round’ satisfactory?





Are you content with the Model Scheme and timetable at Annex C ?





School Admission Appeals Code of Practice





The majority of changes result from the repeal of Schedules 24 and 25 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998, the content of which will be replaced by regulations. Although the provisions have not substantially changed, it has been necessary to change statutory references in the Code. We have included further guidance on infant class size appeals (paragraphs 4.53– 4.60), in light of the recent Hounslow judgement. Other amendments have been made to clarify guidance on issues identified in the research we commissioned into admission appeal panels by Sheffield Hallam University, but these are relatively minor and not changes of policy.


Once we have taken account of all the comments we receive, final drafts of the Codes will be laid before Parliament for a statutory forty-day period.  We intend that both Codes will come into force on 1 January 2003, in time for decisions about the 2004 admissions round. Both Codes will apply to all primary and secondary intakes from September 2004 onwards.





The Codes of Practice offer statutory guidance and guidelines on all aspects of the school admissions and appeal process. All parties involved in decisions about admissions to maintained schools in England - schools, local education authorities, appeal panels and Adjudicators - are required to have regard to the guidance in the Codes.





In addition to the Codes there are five new sets of regulations that we intend will come into force on 1 January 2003. These underpin the revised admissions and appeals framework and are:





The Education (Admission Forums) (England) Regulations 2002 


The Education (Co-ordination of Admission Arrangements) (Secondary Schools)(England) Regulations 2002 


The Education (Co-ordination of Admission Arrangements) (Primary Schools)(England) Regulations 2002 


The Education (Admission Appeal Arrangements) (England) Regulations 2002 


The Education (Variation of Admission Arrangements) (England) Regulations 2002 


The attached Annex A summarises the effect of the five sets of new regulations, and three sets of amended regulations – you will also find them explained in the draft Codes. Your comments are also invited on the draft regulations.





The draft Codes and regulations are on the Department’s website at http://www.dfes.gsi.gov.uk, through which you will be able to submit your comments to us. Alternatively, you can send them to us at: Department for Education and Skills, School Admissions Team 1 and Class Sizes, 3rd Floor, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT.  





I would be grateful if you would send us your comments by 11 October 2002, at the latest. In accordance with the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information, the Department may make individual consultation responses available on public request. That will include any comments you wish to make, unless you tell us you want them to remain confidential.





Contacts


Neil Lawson		email: neil.lawson@dfes.gsi.gov.uk  		Tel: 020 7925 5203


Linda Cuthbert	email: linda.Cuthbert@.dfes.gsi.gov.uk 	Tel: 020 7925 5734


Alan Clarkson		email alan.Clarkson@.dfes.gsi.gov.uk  	Tel: 020 7925 6711
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