Outline of Education School Organisation Plan Regulations - proposed  amendments are highlighted
It is proposed that the amendments to the regulations shall come into force on 1 June 2003.

Regulation 2 – defines some of the key terms used in the regulations  e.g. “the Act”, “the committee”, “group”, plan etc

Regulation 3 – sets out the content and duration of a School Organisation Plan. The purpose of the Plan is to set out how the LEA proposes to meet its statutory responsibility to provide primary and secondary education to meet the needs of  its population during the next 5 year period. The Plan must deal with how the LEA plans to address any projected excess or insufficiency of places and the provision it will make for SEN pupils. This is to be amended so as also to require the LEA to show how it will ensure provision will raise standards and improve outcomes for all pupils, increase diversity, encourage collaboration between schools and promote community cohesion. 
Regulation 4 – currently requires LEAs to publish a draft plan by 1 June each year but this will be amended to provide for a plan to be published on 1 July 2003 and thereafter every 3 years. However, it may be necessary  publish a new plan mid term [or sooner] if there is a relevant change of policy or circumstances within the Authority’s area – for example if there is a reorganisation of local schools, significant shift in population, new housing development or new allocation of capital funds. The published draft plan must be sent to all maintained schools’ in the LEA’s area, adjacent LEAs, the local LSC and local RC and CE diocesan bodies. Before publishing the Plan the LEA must consult such  parties as appear to them to be appropriate.

Regulation 5 – says that a notice should be published in a local newspaper to inform the public:

 where the draft Plan can be inspected;

that the notice should also detail the main conclusions of the draft Plan, in particular where the LEA has concluded they must take action on surplus or too few places; and
  how  they can comment on the draft Plan.

Regulation 6 –  currently provides that anyone can object to the draft Plan by writing to the authority within 2 months of publication. This will be amended to provide for comments as well as objections and to change the period for objections or comments to 10 weeks.
Regulation 7 - requires the LEA to send their final draft plan to the School Organisation Committee (SOC), together with any objections or comments received and their response to these, within a month of the end of the objection period. 

Regulation 8 - provides that the SOC can approve the Plan, modifying it if they wish, prepare their own Plan or refer the draft Plan to the Schools Adjudicator. If they decide to approve the plan or prepare their own, the decision must be unanimous with each group having a single vote. If the SOC fail to reach a unanimous decision they must refer the Plan to the Adjudicator within 2 weeks, sending copies of objections, the LEA’s comments, and any modification proposed by any SOC group. 

Regulation 9 - provides for the Adjudicator to approve the Plan, or approve it with any modifications submitted by a SOC group. The Adjudicator may also propose his or her own modification to the Plan, but must send a copy of the proposed modification to the SOC.

Regulation 10 – The SOC may then approve the Plan (as modified by the Adjudicator) or refer it back to the Adjudicator. Their decision must be unanimous. If they fail to reach a unanimous decision the Plan must be referred back to the adjudicator within 2 weeks, together with each group’s observations on the Adjudicator’s proposed modification.

Regulation 11 – The Adjudicator may approve the draft returned by the SOC, either with his or her modification (but only if at least 1 SOC group voted in favour of the modification) or with any modifications previously suggested by a SOC group.

Regulation 12 - if the SOC does not vote on the draft Plan referred to them under regulation 7 within 2 months of its despatch, the LEA can refer the draft Plan to the Adjudicator together with objections and comments and their comments on these. The LEA must also notify the SOC of this referral and the SOC must then send the Adjudicator a copy of any SOC meeting minutes where the draft Plan was discussed.  The Adjudicator may then approve the Plan, or propose his or her own modification to it. If the Adjudicator proposes a modification to the plan, he/she must send a copy of that modification to the SOC, and the SOC may then approve the plan (as modified by the Adjudicator) or refer it back to the Adjudicator. If the plan is referred back, the Adjudicator may then either approve the plan with his or her modification (but only if at least 1 SOC group was in favour of the modifications) or approve the plan as originally submitted by the LEA 
Regulation 13 - if the SOC does not vote on the draft Plan with the modifications proposed by the Adjudicator under regulation 9, within 2 months of despatch, they must refer the Plan back to the Adjudicator if the LEA requests this. The SOC must provide copies of any meeting minutes where the plan and modifications were discussed, including any observations by individual groups.  The Adjudicator may then approve the Plan, but may only do so with his or her modification if the SOC meeting minutes indicated at least 1 SOC group was in favour of  those modifications. 

Regulation 14 - provides for the  approved Plan to be prepared by the LEA in the form that it has been approved and published by sending it to all maintained schools in the LEA’s area, adjacent LEAs, the local LSC and local Roman Catholic and Church of England diocesan bodies, and placing a copy in the public library.

Regulation 15 - provides that the LEA does not have to send copies of the draft or final Plan to the bodies listed in Regulations 4 or 14, if the plan is published on the Internet and the body has access to the Internet.

Regulation 16 – says that a notice should be published in a local newspaper to inform the public where the final Plan can be inspected. The notice should also detail the main conclusions of the Plan, in particular where the LEA has concluded they must take action on surplus, or too few, places.

