Descriptions of Special Educational Need – an analysis of the consultation responses

Since January 2002, data on the number of pupils with Special Educational Needs (SEN), with and without statements, has been collected each year as part of the Pupil Level Annual Schools Census (PLASC).  From January 2004 we will also collect information on the type of SEN.  In November 2002 we consulted a sample of 50 schools, 30 LEAs and 30 voluntary organisations on a set of descriptions of the types of SEN.   The consultation was also published on the SEN and consultation websites.  Respondents were asked to comment on both the accuracy and the clarity of the proposed descriptions as well as being given the opportunity to make other comments.  The consultation ended on 6 March 2003.

120 responses were received.   

These were made up as follows:



LEAs - 33



Schools - 43



Voluntary organisations - 24



Other - 20

Analysis of the responses to the consultation questions shows a very positive response overall to both the clarity and accuracy of the descriptions.  The largest number of concerns was about the description of Moderate Learning Difficulty (MLD).  The other two where there was a significant level of dissatisfaction were Specific Learning Difficulty (SPLD) and Behaviour, Emotional and Social Difficulty (BESD).  A table of the responses is given below.

The written comments from schools were generally positive, as were those from the voluntary organisations.  The written responses from LEAs and others were more mixed.  In particular, there were some criticisms of the decision to collect data by type of need and the use of what was seen by some as the ‘medical, deficit model’.  Some were concerned that the descriptions might be used to label individuals.  The decision to collect data was made some time ago and was not part of this consultation exercise but it is important that we are sensitive to this view and do our best to avoid such misuse. 

There were also a number of specific and constructive suggestions for the improvement of some of the descriptions.  It was clear that some respondents had given considerable time and thought to their responses.  All the comments for each description were collected together and, where possible, incorporated into the descriptions.  Particular notice was taken of points raised by several respondents, for example amendment to ‘mild’ rather than ‘slight’ hearing loss, greater clarity on P scales in the Severe Learning Difficulty (SLD) and Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulty (PMLD) descriptions, and the inclusion of Attention Deficit Disorder / Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADD/ADHD) within Behaviour, Emotional and Social Difficulty (BESD).  The description of Moderate Learning Difficulty (MLD) has been discussed further in the light of the comments made about it being too broad but it remains the most difficult description to give a clear boundary.

Finally, there were some helpful comments about the overall grouping of the descriptions and the general introduction to the descriptions.  Again, a number of these suggestions have been incorporated into the final version of the guidance, together with additional websites.

The consultation can still be viewed at www.dfes.gov.uk/sen.  The final version of the document will be available at: www.dfes.gov.uk/sen  mid June.  A paper version will also be sent to all LEAs.

Abbreviations:

SPLD 

Specific Learning Difficulty

MLD

Moderate Learning Difficulty

SLD

Severe Learning Difficulty

PMLD

Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulty

BESD

Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulty

SLCN

Speech, Language and Communication Need

HI

Hearing Impairment

VI

Visual Impairment

MSI

Multi-Sensory Impairment

PD

Physical Difficulty

ASD

Autistic Spectrum Disorder

OTH

Other

	Type of SEN
	LEAs
	
	Schools
	
	Vol.Orgs
	
	Other
	
	Total
	Total

	
	Clear
	Accurate
	Clear
	Accurate
	Clear
	Accurate
	Clear
	Accurate
	Clear
	Accurate

	SPLD
	18Y  8N
	16Y 5N
	32Y 1N
	30Y 1N
	11Y 2N
	8Y 5N
	7Y 1N
	6Y 2N
	68Y 12N
	60Y 13N

	MLD
	15Y 10N
	10Y 10N
	29Y 5N
	26Y 6N
	9Y 4N
	8Y 5N
	7Y 1N
	6Y 2N
	60Y 20N
	50Y 23N

	SLD
	20Y 4N
	16Y 4N
	33Y 2N
	29Y 3N
	11Y 2N
	10Y 3N
	7Y 1N
	6Y 2N
	71Y 9N
	61Y 12N

	PMLD
	22Y 4N
	16Y 4N
	30Y 2N
	29Y 3N
	11Y 2N
	11Y 2N
	7Y 1N
	6Y 2N
	70Y 9N
	62Y 11N

	BESD
	18Y 7N
	16Y 3N
	27Y 2N
	29Y 2N
	7Y 5N
	7Y 5N
	6Y 2N
	6Y 2N
	58Y 16N
	58Y 12N

	SLCN
	19Y 5N
	15Y 4N
	33Y 0N
	30Y 1N
	10Y 2N
	8Y 5N
	7Y 2N
	7Y 1N
	69Y 9N
	60Y 11N 



	HI
	22Y 3N
	17Y 2N
	32Y 0N
	29Y 1N
	11Y 2N
	11Y 2N
	8Y 0N
	8Y 0N
	73Y 5N
	65Y 5N

	VI
	23Y 2N
	18Y 2N
	31Y 1N
	28Y 1N
	13Y 0N
	13Y 0N
	8Y 0N
	8Y 0N
	75Y 3N
	67Y 3N

	MSI
	20Y 3N
	17Y 2N
	31Y 1N
	27Y 1N
	13Y 1N
	14Y 1N
	8Y 1N
	7Y 1N
	72Y 6N
	65Y 5N

	PD
	23Y 3N
	17Y 3N
	30Y 0N
	27Y 2N
	12Y 2N
	13Y 4N
	8Y 1N
	8Y 0N
	73Y 6N
	65Y 9N

	ASD
	18Y 5N
	14Y 5N
	32Y 0N
	30Y 0N
	11Y 2N
	12Y 2N
	8Y 1N
	7Y 1N
	69Y 8N 
	63Y 8N

	OTH
	14Y 1N
	10Y 2N
	29Y 0N
	26Y 4N
	9Y 4N
	12Y 2N
	7Y 0N
	7Y 0N
	59Y 5N
	55Y 8N
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